Yneka Cityy Mewsletter

Everything Snow

By: Erica Gillingham

The winter season can be a
frustrating and sometimes
dangerous time for all of us
on the roads. This month,
we are profiling some safety
tips, the City’s actions on
snow removal and cinder-
ing, and some of the great
historic snowstorms of our
past.

Snow Removal & Street

Cindering
The City of Yreka Depart-
ment of Public Works

removes snow from City
streets under certain condi-
tions. Snow removal
typically begins when the
depth of snow at the Yreka
Police Department is
between four and six
inches. When it is decided
to remove snow from the
streets, the
equipment, including two
trucks, one loader, and one
grader will be deployed to
clear the streets. The City
only clears streets within
the City limits. The snow-

plows will do one sweep of

snowplowing

each street until a second
pass is deemed necessary.

Snow is removed from the
This
means that snow will pile
up on both sides of the

center of the street.

Snowstorm - 2007

Residents should

street.
that snow from

plowing will accumulate in

expect

their driveways and take
responsibility  for its
If possible, the
City also encourages resi-
dents not to park their cars
on the street during snow-
storms as they may have to
shovel snow to get their
cars out.

removal.

Also, according to City
Ordinance, no obstructions
of public streets are permit-
ted; this means no snow
may be removed from
private property and placed
into public property, such
as removing snow from a
driveway and placing it in
the street. The reason for

Helpful Driving and Weather Websites

CalTrans: www.dot.ca.gov

Trip Check (Roadcams): www.iripcheck.com
WeatherUSA: www.weatherusa.net

this ordinance is because
excess snow on the curb
line can block the flow of
water and create flooding
problems.

Important Note: The City
does not have the man-

power to remove snow on
business or residential side-
Fortunately, the
California  Conservation

walks.

Corps has been frequently
help with
downtown

available to
shoveling the
area.

The City also places cinders
on streets within City
limits. This precautionary
measure helps to prevent
sliding and accidents at

turns and intersections.
(continued on page 2)

Road Conditions
Phone Numbers
Local - (530) 842-4438

California - (800) 427-7623

Oregon - (800) 977-6368
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Eve rything SnOW (continued from page 1)

Chains and Studded Tires
In the winter months,
chains or studded tires can

be optional, advisory or
mandatory. If chains are
required on vehicles within
the City limits, notification
will be made via radio.
Studded tires or tires with
stud options are legal for
use, but are only allowed o ol \ : <
from November 1 - May 1 :
due to their wear and tear |

v
on our streets or roads. | ; }

I Snow Safety Driving Tips
I ¢ Keep windows & mirrors
| clear of ice & snow.

o Make sure tires are

Northern California | Snowstorn - EWZO’ 19005
Snowed In: Snow Storms

of Yreka's Dast* with a vengeance, shut- began on Tuesday, January
NV ting down the whole north 1, 1901, at 6:00 pm and

Many can recall snow-

ey en | Sms e 0 iy b S S i o i
starting. been ambushed by several over the Salmon Summit morning, over 50 hours of
¢ Allow plenty of room for feet of snow almost over- ) continual snowfall. In
stopping. night. Others may remem- fromf ﬁawzeig 'Ba; A Yreka and the surrounding
* Brake slowly and feather ber the blizard on Friday, ;:r?:;q Cil 1;3%C0 B v&?ar; areas the snow was 6-7 ft
brake to avoid sliding. January 13, 1950, that shue ortreyd i Yeeka as the 1 1 p )
 Be cautious overall, down all roads out of Yreka 7 Gl i eep and a square foot o
particularly when turning. ! and the surrounding area. greatest — snowia h snow weighed 16.5 Ibs.

community history” but in
other parts of the state,
drifts were seen as high as

Yreka High School student Business and circulation

Miss Claire Hoag even

¢ Be extra cautious on

bridges because they came to a halt as all focus

freeze first. wrote about her experience was on shovelin
} g snow to
« Watch for snowplows or that day on the Agerbound 2000 feet. On January 31, 4 buildi I
equipment bus for the Siskivou Dail 1890, it was reported that avoi uilding collapses.
. SISKIyou L/ally
« Drive with headlights on. News: Claire, her class. the worst of the storm was On January 3, the pay was
mates and the bus driver over. $1/hour  for  shoveling
or studded tires. had to turn around outside snow off of roofs; by Janu-
e Check Wea_t_her reports & Montague and stay the In December of 1948, the ary 10, the pay had risen to
;‘f)a:l):‘:;:)crlll'ttl?ll;fle to do weekend at the Yreka Inn. Siskiyou Daily News $1.50/hour and then
[ ) .
soz1ewhere don't gog reprinted a new story of jumped to $2.50/hour that
/4 - s )
« Allow more time for trip, if B1g§{er ktaleds tof gnoljvsttortrlrlls another New Year’s Day same day. The following
you do have to go. o freka date back to the storm, this one from Janu- day, the paper reported

winter of 1861-62, but the ary 1, 1901. The story

Plan your day with the
* y y first written story of a “big

weather in mind.

o Keep your vehicle stocked
with emergency items
such as a flashlight,
water, snacks, blankets, &

that the storm had finally

snow” in Yreka was the called the storm “the big- let up enough to allow for

New Year’s storm of 1890. gest snowstorm of modern circulation and tales of the

. » . .
This particular storm swept times” for Yreka and Siski-

through Nevada and you County. The snow

big storm of 1901 began.

a shovel. *Thank you to the Siskiyou County Museum for their archival help. Articles sourced were printed in

the Siskivou Daily News: “RIPTIDES: The Big Snow of 1890 I-Finis,” “Newspaper Files Tell of Four
Foot Snow Locally 48 Years Ago,” and “Yreka High School Bus Rider Relates Experiences During
Blizzard Friday.”
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