
NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING 
& Summary of Proposed Ordinance 

 
Notice is hereby given that the Yreka City Council will hold a public hearing at its regular 

meeting to consider an ordinance entitled “AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF YREKA, CALIFORNIA ESTABLISHING THE PRIVATE LATERAL INSPECTION AND 
REPAIR ORDINANCE.” All interested persons are invited to attend the meeting, including all 
persons owning property within the City of Yreka’s wastewater service area, to appear and be 
heard as to whether the proposed fees and service charges are discriminatory or excessive, or 
will not be sufficient under Government Code §§ 66016, 54354.5 and Health and Safety Code § 
5471 or will not comply with other provisions of California law, or will not comply with any other 
provisions or covenants of any outstanding revenue bonds of the local agency payable from 
revenues of the enterprise, or on any other matter relating to said proposed ordinance of the rates 
or charges proposed therein, at the following time and place:  
 
 TIME OF HEARING: 6:30 p.m. 
  
 DATE OF HEARING: Thursday, August 6, 2015 
 

PLACE OF HEARING: Council Chambers at 701 Fourth Street, 
Yreka, California 

 
If a ratepayer desires to challenge the determination of the Yreka City Council in court 

they may be limited to raising only those issues they or someone else raised at the meeting 
described in this notice, or in written correspondence delivered to the City of Yreka at the meeting 
or to 701 Fourth Street, Yreka, CA 96097 prior to the meeting. Any legal action contesting this 
ordinance, if passed, must be filed with the court within the time specified by Government Code § 
66022. 

 
City Council will be considering whether to adopt an ordinance that would impose a 

service charge reimbursing the City for its reasonable costs and attorney’s fees incurred in 
providing work or services to remove any blockage, effect repair or otherwise work on a private 
lateral sewer line which is the responsibility of the property receiving wastewater treatment 
services. 

 
The ordinance would require a property owner to maintain its sanitary sewer lateral free 

from blockages and keep the line in good repair so that it is watertight. It would also require the 
property owner to employ a plumber to inspect, test and provide the City with a certification that 
the property owners connection to the sewer main is, among othe things, unobstructed, watertight 
and free of structural defects. The certification is required to be provided upon the happening of 
certain specified events. For example upon title transfer; the structure’s extensive remodeling; 
when the lateral or sewer main is replaced; when two or more sanitary sewer overflows caused 
by the lateral occur within two years; when the use of a structure changes; when the structure has 
been vacant for more than three years; and from time to time when the lateral is more than 1000 
feet in length.   It would also require common interest developments and other parcels or parcel 
groups having a private lateral sewer lines longer than 1000 feet to periodically inspect and 
provide the required certification. The ordinance also contains enforcement authority which 
includes the right to terminate wastewater services to the property. The ordinance also allows the 
City to develop and impliment further regulations and procedures for the administration of the 
ordinance. 

 
The full text of this ordinance as well as information indicating the current amount of cost 

or estimated cost to provide the service for which the fee or service charge that would be levied  
is available for public inspection and copying in accordance with the California Public Records Act 



at the office of the City Clerk at 701 Fourth Street, Yreka, California.  No fee or service charge 
shall exceed the estimated amount required to provide the service for which the fee or charge is 
levied.  
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   1 
 2 

ORDINANCE NO.     3 
 4 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 5 
CITY OF YREKA, CALIFORNIA ESTABLISHING THE PRIVATE 6 

LATERAL INSPECTION AND REPAIR ORDINANCE 7 
 8 
 9 
Now, Therefore, the City Counci l of the City of Yreka does ordain as 10 
fol lows:  11 

SECTION ONE – CLASSIFICATION.  12 
 13 
This ordinance is classif ied as a codif ied ordinance of a permanent 14 
nature.  15 

SECTION TWO – REPEAL AND SUBSTITUTION. 16 
 17 
The provisions of this ordinance supersedes Section 12.16.035 of the 18 
Yreka Municipal Code and its former provisions are hereby repealed in 19 
their entirety and the following provisions are hereby subst ituted in its 20 
stead:  21 

12.16.035 The Private Lateral Inspection and Repair Ordinance  22 

12.16.035.010 Short Title.  This ordinance shal l be known as the 23 
“Private Lateral Inspect ion and Repair Ordinance” and may be cited 24 
accordingly. 25 
 26 
  27 
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12.16.035.020 Purpose.  This Private Lateral Inspect ion and Repair 1 
Ordinance establishes regulations for the inspect ion, test ing, repair, 2 
replacement, and ongoing maintenance of Private Sewer Laterals. The 3 
purpose of this Ordinance is to provide for the operation and 4 
maintenance of wastewater conveyance and treatment faci l i t ies in a 5 
rel iable and serviceable manner and to reduce inf i l trat ion and inf low 6 
into the Public Sewer system. 7 
 8 
12.16.035.030.  Definitions.  9 
 10 
(1) City.  The City of Yreka, California.  11 
 12 
(2) Cleanout.  A pipe f it t ing and associated piping connected to a 13 

Private Sewer Lateral that provides access to the Private Sewer 14 
Lateral for purposes of f lushing, rodding, cleaning, and other 15 
maintenance and diagnost ic purposes.  16 

 17 
(3) Common Interest Development.  A development managed or 18 

governed by a Homeowners’ Association. Examples of Common 19 
Interest Developments may include condominium projects, planned 20 
unit developments, community apartment projects ( in which the 21 
individual units are owned), and stock cooperatives.  22 

 23 
(4) Compliance Certificate.  Cert if icates issued by the City upon its 24 

determinat ion that all Pr ivate Sewer Laterals associated with a 25 
parcel have demonstrated compliance with appl icable standards by 26 
passing a Verif icat ion Test. 27 

 28 
(5) Director.  The Director of Public Works of the City of Yreka, or his 29 

or her designated representat ive.  30 
 31 
(6) Exemption Certificate.  A cert if icate issued by the City as 32 

described in Section 12.16.035.090. A Property Owner who holds an 33 
Exemption Cert if icate for a given parcel need not obtain a 34 
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Compliance Certif icate for that parcel during the period the 1 
Exemption Cert if icate remains val id.  2 

 3 
(7) FOG .  Fats, oils and grease.  4 
 5 
(8) General Waiver.  A status that appl ies to a Property Owner that 6 

rel ieves the Property Owner from the requirement to perform work 7 
on and test ing of the Private Sewer Lateral, or a specif ied port ion of 8 
i t ,  where a Satell i te presents the City with suff icient evidence that 9 
the ent ire Private Sewer Lateral was Replaced by the Satell i te at 10 
any t ime during the 20 year period preceding a Triggering Event.  11 

 12 
(9) Homeowners’ Association .  A nonprofit  corporation or 13 

unincorporated association created for the purpose of managing or 14 
governing a Common Interest Development and that operates in 15 
accordance with governing documents, whether or not the 16 
corporation or associat ion is formally designated or commonly 17 
referred to as a Homeowners’ Associat ion. 18 

 19 
(10) Limited Waiver.  A document with a def inite expiration date 20 

issued by a Satel l i te to a Property Owner for any reason other than 21 
the Satell i te’s prior Repair or Replacement of the Private Sewer 22 
Lateral that rel ieves the Property Owner from the requirement to 23 
perform work and testing on the Private Sewer Lateral, or a 24 
specif ied port ion of it ,  unt i l the Limited Waiver’s expiration date.  25 

 26 
(11) Lineal Consanguinity Relationship .  A person is in a Lineal 27 

Consanguinity Relat ionship with another person if ,  and only if ,  one 28 
person is a direct descendent of the other person. The following are 29 
examples of Lineal Consanguinity Relat ionships: parent and child, 30 
grandparent and grandchi ld, and great-grandparent and great-31 
grandchild. 32 

 33 
  34 
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Persons are not in a Lineal Consanguinity Relat ionship if  neither 1 
person is direct ly descended from the other, even if  both persons 2 
are descended from a common ancestor.  3 

 4 
The following are not Lineal Consanguinity Relat ionships: aunt and 5 
niece, uncle and nephew, siblings, and cousins of any degree.  6 

 7 
(12) Local Ordinance Requirements.  Al l standards or requirements 8 

duly adopted by the City, Satell i te or a department of a Satel l i te 9 
that relate to the maintenance or condit ion of Private Sewer 10 
Laterals. 11 

 12 
(13) Non-Sanitary Sewer Connection .  Anything that direct ly or 13 

indirect ly conveys storm water, surface water, roof runoff, 14 
intercepted groundwater or subsurface drainage into the Sanitary 15 
Sewer, including, but not l imited to, down spouts, yard drains, sump 16 
pumps, or other sources of storm water,  run-off or groundwater.  17 

 18 
(14) Ordinance.  This Private Sewer Lateral Ordinance. 19 
 20 
(15) Parcel Group .  Two or more cont iguous or directly adjacent 21 

parcels of real property under common ownership.  22 
 23 
(16) Permitting Authority.  A city, city department, county or special, 24 

Indian Tribe including a Satel l i te but excluding the City, that 25 
regulates bui ldings, construct ion, land use, and/or sewers within 26 
any port ion of the City’s wastewater service area.  27 

 28 
(17) Private Sewer Lateral .  A pipe or pipes and appurtenances that 29 

carry wastewater, sewage and/or l iquid waste from the Structure(s) 30 
served, whether the Structure(s) is or are publicly or privately 31 
owned, to the Sewer Main and including the connect ion to the 32 
Sewer Main. A Private Sewer Lateral is associated with a parcel if  33 
i t ,  or any port ion of it ,  is located upon the parcel or conveys sewage 34 
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and l iquid waste from any Structure located on that parcel. More 1 
than one Private Sewer Lateral may be associated with an 2 
individual parcel.  3 

 4 
I f  the parcel contains a sewer pipe system or mult iple Private Sewer 5 
Laterals, the ent ire sewer pipe system, including manholes and 6 
other appurtenances, and all Private Sewer Laterals are part of the 7 
Private Sewer Lateral to the extent they are located on that parcel.  8 

 9 
I f  a Private Sewer Lateral connects to a rear or side yard Sewer 10 
Main located in an easement, or to a manhole, the entire Private 11 
Sewer Lateral, including the connection to the Sewer Main or 12 
manhole, is a Private Sewer Lateral.  13 

 14 
(18) Property Owner.  A person that owns a parcel of real property, or 15 

that person’s authorized representative including a tenant or 16 
contractor. As used in this paragraph, “person” means an individual, 17 
trust, corporat ion, nonprof it  organizat ion, Homeowners’ Associat ion, 18 
partnership, Indian Tribe, f irm, joint venture, l imited l iabi l i ty 19 
company, or association. The City of Yreka is not a Property Owner 20 
for purposes of this Ordinance. Any person expressly required by 21 
applicable Local Ordinance Requirements to obtain a Compliance 22 
Cert if icate from the City or pursuant to this Ordinance is a Property 23 
Owner for purposes of this Ordinance.  24 

 25 
(19) PSL .  Has the same meaning as “Private Sewer Lateral” and is 26 

used interchangeably with that term. 27 
 28 
(20) Remodeling .  Any signif icant improvement, addit ion, 29 

construct ion, reconstruction, remodeling, modif ication or alterat ion 30 
of or to an exist ing or previously exist ing Structure with a valuat ion 31 
of Ninety Thousand Dollars ($90,000) [the “Valuation Amount”] or, 32 
without respect to the permit ’s valuation, the installat ion of 33 
addit ional plumbing f ixtures that produce, in the opinion of the 34 
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Director, a major increase in sewage f lows. The Valuat ion Amount 1 
is based on the value of building costs in the year 2013, the base 2 
year of valuat ion, which valuat ion wil l be increased annually in 3 
January, based on the previous December, by the estimated costs 4 
of the public improvements in accordance with the San Francisco 5 
region engineering construct ion cost index complied, as publ ished 6 
by Engineering News Record, for any increase in building costs 7 
from the period from 2013 to the year that an appl ication for a 8 
building permit is received by the City.  9 

 10 
(21) Repair.  Construct ion act iv it ies performed to br ing a Private 11 

Sewer Lateral into compliance with this Ordinance and/or applicable 12 
Local Ordinance Requirements consist ing of the correct ion of less 13 
than the entire Private Sewer Lateral, except a Replacement of the 14 
ent ire Private and Private Sewer Lateral is a Replacement and not a 15 
Repair if  the Property Owner holds General Waiver status.  16 

 17 
(22) Replacement .  Construction act ivit ies performed to bring a 18 

Private Sewer Lateral into compliance with this Ordinance and/or 19 
applicable Local Ordinance Requirements consist ing of the 20 
replacement or l ining of the complete length of the Private Sewer 21 
Lateral, or the complete length of the Private Sewer Lateral if  the 22 
Property Owner holds General Waiver status. “Replaced” has the 23 
same meaning as “Replacement” where used in this Ordinance.  24 

 25 
(23) Sanitary Sewer.  Sewer pipes that convey wastewater from a 26 

Structure and to which storm water, groundwater or surface water is 27 
not intent ionally admitted. The Sanitary Sewer includes Sewer 28 
Mains and Private Sewer Laterals.  29 

 30 
(24) Satellite.  A city, special district or Indian Tribe that owns and 31 

operates a sanitary sewer col lect ion system to which a Private 32 
Sewer Lateral is connected within the City’s wastewater service 33 
area. Satel l i tes include the Karuk Indian Tribe.  34 
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 1 
(25) Section .  A section of this Ordinance unless otherwise specif ied. 2 
 3 
(26) Sewer Main .  A publ icly owned Sanitary Sewer that receives 4 

f lows from Private Sewer Laterals. The Sewer Main does not include 5 
any port ion of a Private Sewer Lateral.  6 

 7 
(27) State of Emergency.  A State of Emergency exists while there is 8 

in effect a declaration of emergency within the City’s service area or 9 
any port ion thereof,  made by City’s governing body or by any 10 
person to whom the City Council has expressly delegated that 11 
authority, or by any person authorized to declare an emergency of 12 
any degree under the California Emergency Services Act (Gov. 13 
Code, § 8550 et seq.) a Moratorium or other authorized act of the 14 
City or under Federal law. 15 

 16 
(28) Structure.  Any building or faci l i ty that is required to be provided 17 

with public sewer service, or that is actual ly provided with public 18 
sewer service, or that is served by a Private Sewer Lateral.  19 

 20 
(29) Time Extension Certificate.  A cert if icate issued by the City in 21 

connection with a Tit le Transfer transaction to a Property Owner, or 22 
to a transferee, that extends the deadline to obtain a Compliance 23 
Cert if icate for 180 days from the date the Time Extension 24 
Cert if icate is issued. 25 

 26 
(30) Title Transfer.  The sale or transfer of an entire real property 27 

estate or the fee interest in that real property estate, excluding the 28 
sale or transfer of part ial interest such as a leasehold. The 29 
fol lowing are not Tit le Transfers for purposes of this Ordinance:  30 

(A) a transfer to an heir  by a f iduciary in the course of the 31 
administration of a decedent ’s estates, guardianship, 32 
conservatorship, or trust;  33 
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(B) a transfer from one co-owner to one or more other co-1 
owners, or from one or more co-owners into or from a revocable 2 
trust, if  the trust is for the benefit  of the grantor or grantors;  3 

(C) a transfer made by a trustor to fund an inter vivos (“l iv ing”) 4 
trust; 5 

(D) a transfer made to a spouse, or to a registered domestic 6 
partner as def ined in Sect ion 297 of the Family Code, or to a 7 
person or persons in a Lineal Consanguinity Relat ionship with 8 
one or more of the transferors;  9 

(E) a transfer between spouses or registered domestic 10 
partners result ing from a decree of dissolution of marriage or 11 
domestic partnership, or result ing from a decree of legal 12 
separation or from a property sett lement agreement incidental to 13 
a decree; and 14 

(F)         a transfer from a Property Owner to a f inancial inst itut ion 15 
as a result of a foreclosure or similar process. A transfer from a 16 
f inancial inst itut ion to a new Property Owner is a Tit le Transfer 17 
for purposes of this Ordinance.  18 

 19 
(31) Triggering Event.  Any event described in Sect ion 12.16.035.050 20 

that, upon the occurrence of the event and subject to the except ions 21 
l isted in that Sect ion, imposes an obligation on a Property Owner to 22 
obtain a Compliance Certif icate.  23 

 24 
(32) Verification Test .  A test witnessed by the City’s authorized 25 

representative(s) to verify that all PSLs associated with the parcel 26 
comply with this Ordinance and appl icable Local Ordinance 27 
Requirements. 28 

 29 
12.16.035.040.  Responsibility and Standards for Maintenance of 30 
Private Sewer Laterals.  31 

 32 
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(1)   The property owner at property owner’s expense shal l maintain al l 1 
Private Sewer Laterals, including, but not l imited to, the bui lding 2 
drain, Private Sewer Lateral  to the cleanout wye connection or to 3 
the City sanitary sewer main as provided below, building cleanout, 4 
sidewalk cleanout frame and cover, backflow protection and back-5 
f low relief equipment. The property owner shall provide al l 6 
maintenance of the Private Sewer Lateral ,  including the wye 7 
connection to a City sanitary sewer main, to ensure unobstructed 8 
f low of sewage from the property to the City sanitary sewer main. 9 
The property owner shall be responsible for clearing al l obstructions 10 
in the Private Sewer Lateral  immediately upon discovery or 11 
not if ication by the City. When clearing any obstructions in the 12 
Private Sewer Lateral  or performing any maintenance to the Private 13 
Sewer Lateral ,  the property owner must instal l a temporary trap 14 
downstream of the Private Sewer Lateral  to ensure any roots, 15 
debris or other items dislodged from the sewer lateral do not f lush 16 
into the City's sanitary sewer system. 17 
 18 
The City may require property owners to remove roots from Private 19 
Sewer Lateral that are growing into the sewer main. Where this 20 
condit ion occurs, the City may promptly not ify the pr ivate property 21 
owner. Within thirty days from City’s not if ication, the pr ivate 22 
property owner shal l remove the roots from the Private Sewer 23 
Lateral, and wil l make all necessary repairs to the Private Sewer 24 
Lateral to prevent a reoccurrence of root intrusion that reaches the 25 
City's sewer main. 26 
 27 
Any Private Sewer Lateral blockage that cannot be mit igated 28 
through implementation of reasonable measures by the property 29 
owner and/or a l icensed professional sanitary sewer cleaning 30 
contractor shall be reported to the publ ic works department 31 
immediately.  32 

At the City’s direction, the property owner shal l be responsible for 33 
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having the Private Sewer Lateral inspected internal ly by a closed 1 
circuit television camera and to provide those results to the City. I f  2 
the City determines that any port ion of the Private Sewer Lateral is 3 
defective and does not meet City 's requirements, the property 4 
owner shal l be required to perform all repairs necessary to bring the 5 
condit ion of the lateral up to City standards. Property owner must 6 
obtain an encroachment permit from the City pr ior to performing any 7 
required repairs on the City 's r ight-of-way.  8 

Where a property owner, or tenant in the absence of action by the 9 
property owner, refuses to mit igate a condit ion that causes sewage 10 
to leak from the Private Sewer Lateral after discovery or notif icat ion 11 
by the City, or if  act ion is not effect ive, the City has the opt ion to 12 
either make the repairs itself or hire a l icensed contractor, al l at the 13 
owner's expense, to mit igate the condit ion. If  the owner does not 14 
make payment, the City may impose a property tax l ien to recover 15 
all of its costs associated with repair ing the leakage.  16 

(2)   All Pr ivate Sewer Laterals must meet the fol lowing standards:  17 

(A) The Private Sewer Lateral shall be kept free from roots, 18 
grease deposits, and other sol ids that may impede or obstruct 19 
the f low. 20 

(B) All joints shal l be watert ight and al l pipes shall be sound.  21 

(C) The Private Sewer Lateral shall be free of any structural 22 
defects such as fractures, cracks, breaks, openings, or missing 23 
port ions. 24 

(D) All Cleanouts shall be securely sealed with a proper cap or 25 
approved overf low device at all t imes.  26 

(3)  There shal l be no Non-Sanitary Sewer Connections to the Private 27 
Sewer Lateral or to any plumbing that connects thereto. Property 28 
Owners must maintain all Private Sewer Laterals associated with 29 
their parcels to the extent necessary to ensure the Private Sewer 30 
Laterals meet the standards of this Section and comply with al l 31 
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other requirements of this Ordinance and all appl icable Local 1 
Ordinance Requirements. Property Owners must perform any Repair 2 
or Replacement necessary to ensure the Private Sewer Laterals 3 
meet those standards and requirements. 4 

 5 
12.16.035.050.  When a Compliance Certificate is Required .  6 

(1) All Property Owners must obtain a Compliance Certif icate at the 7 
t ime and in the manner required by this Section, except for the 8 
fol lowing: 9 

(A) Property Owners entit led to an Exemption Cert if icate under 10 
Section 12.16.035.090; 11 

(B) Property Owners within certain Common Interest 12 
Developments governed by Sect ion 12.16.035.100; and 13 

(C) Property Owners of any parcel or Parcel Group with Private 14 
Sewer Laterals total ing greater than 1000 feet, which are 15 
governed by Sect ion 12.16.035.110.  16 

(2) Title Transfer.  I f  no inspection/replacement of the sewer lateral has 17 
occurred within 20 years, before completing a Tit le Transfer 18 
associated with a parcel containing any Structure, either the 19 
transferor or the transferee, as negot iated between them shall 20 
obtain a Compliance Certif icate under Section 12.16.035.090, 21 
unless a Time Extension Cert if icate is obtained as provided in 22 
Section 12.16.035.080. After the Tit le Transfer is complete, the 23 
transferee is solely responsible for obtaining a Compliance 24 
Cert if icate. The requirement to obtain Compliance Certif icate before 25 
Tit le Transfer in no way affects the legality of the transfer of t it le in 26 
the underlying property transaction. 27 

(3) Construction or Remodeling .  Whenever a Property Owner submits 28 
an appl ication to a Permitt ing Authority for any permit or other 29 
approval needed for the instal lat ion of addit ional plumbing f ixtures 30 
that produce a major increase in sewage f lows from the house, 31 
building, property or other structure served or for Remodeling of an 32 
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exist ing or previously exist ing Structure, the Property Owner shall 1 
obtain a Compliance Certif icate under Section 12.16.035.060 before 2 
obtaining a f inal permit or approval from the Permitt ing Authority. 3 
This paragraph appl ies to construct ion and Remodeling if  the cost 4 
of the permitted work exceeds $90,000.00, as adjusted.  5 

(4)  Private Sewer Lateral Replacement/Repair .  Upon replacement or 6 
repair of any part of  the Private Sewer Lateral, or upon signif icant 7 
repair or replacement of the City owned main sewer l ine connected 8 
to the lateral, where evidence exists of issues related to the 9 
connected lateral (e.g., roots from the private lateral visible in the 10 
Private Sewer Lateral or main sewer l ine, visible offsets or 11 
damage), the Property Owner shal l obtain a Compliance Certif icate 12 
under Sect ion 12.16.035.060. 13 

(5)  Reoccurrences of SSOs.  Whenever the occurrence of two or more 14 
SSOs caused by the same private sewer lateral within two years.  15 

(6)  Change of use. Whenever the use of the Structure served changes 16 
from residence to business, commercial, or other non-resident ial, 17 
non-restaurant, non-commercial, non-industr ial to restaurant, 18 
commercial or industrial use. 19 

(7)  Vacancy.  Upon the re-init iat ion of service where the Structure has 20 
been vacant/unoccupied for more than three years.  21 

12.16.035.060.  How to Obtain a Compliance Certificate.  22 

(1) Whenever a Compliance Certif icate is required under this 23 
Ordinance, or at any t ime a Property Owner voluntari ly requests a 24 
Compliance Certif icate, a Property Owner who does not hold a val id 25 
Compliance Certif icate shall do the fol lowing at the Property 26 
Owner’s expense: 27 

(A) Condition Assessment and Repair or Replacement.  The 28 
Property Owner shall take steps to assess the condit ion of al l 29 
Private Sewer Laterals associated with the parcel to determine 30 
whether the PSLs comply with the standards set forth in Section 31 
12.16.035.040, al l other requirements of this Ordinance, and al l 32 
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appl icable Local Ordinance Requirements. If  the PSLs are not in 1 
compliance, the Property Owner shall obtain any required 2 
permits and perform al l Repair or Replacement work needed to 3 
bring the PSLs into compliance. 4 

(B) Verification Testing .  After the Property Owner determines 5 
through any combination of inspect ion, Repair and/or 6 
Replacement that the PSLs associated with the parcel are in 7 
compliance with this Ordinance and appl icable Local Ordinance 8 
Requirements, and upon payment of the required Compliance 9 
Cert if icate fee and any other appl icable fees, the Property Owner 10 
shall perform a Verif icat ion Test in accordance with the City’s 11 
procedures in the presence of the City’s authorized 12 
representative. The City wi l l issue a Compliance Certif icate if  i ts 13 
authorized representative determines that the Verif icat ion Test 14 
conf irms that al l PSLs associated with the parcel are in 15 
compliance with this Ordinance and appl icable Local Ordinance 16 
Requirements, except that Compliance Cert if icates issued within 17 
certain Common Interest Developments under Sect ion 18 
12.16.035.100 wil l be issued on the condit ions set forth in that 19 
Section. 20 

(2) Procedures for Verification Testing of Private Sewer Laterals.  21 
The Director wi l l maintain written procedures for Verif icat ion 22 
Testing. The procedures shal l be made available upon request.  23 

(3) Effect of General Waiver.  A Property Owner who holds General 24 
Waiver status may obtain a Compliance Certif icate without 25 
performing condit ion assessment, Repair or Replacement work, or 26 
Verif ication Testing on the Private Sewer Lateral.  27 

(4) Effect of Limited Waiver.  I f  the City has issued a Limited Waiver 28 
for the Private Sewer Lateral or a port ion of it ,  the Property Owner 29 
may obtain a Compliance Cert if icate without performing condit ion 30 
assessment, Repair or Replacement work or Verif ication Testing on 31 
the Private Sewer Lateral, except such work and test ing is required 32 
for any port ion of the Private Sewer Lateral not covered by the 33 
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Limited Waiver. 1 

(5) Voluntary Certification .  The City shal l provide a Compliance 2 
Cert if icate to any Property Owner or Publ ic Entity who requests one 3 
and passes a Verif ication Test conducted pursuant to this Section, 4 
including but not l imited to a Property Owner or Publ ic Ent ity who 5 
receives not ice from the City or a Satell i te that the Private Sewer 6 
Lateral is damaged, deteriorating, defective, or in any other way 7 
fai ls to comply with Section 12.16.035.040. 8 

12.16.035.070.  Compliance Certificate Term Limits.  9 

(1) Term Limit.  A Compliance Certif icate obtained as a result of 10 
Replacement of all PSLs associated with the parcel shall be valid 11 
for 20 years from the date of issuance. All other Compliance 12 
Cert if icates shal l be val id for 7 years from the date of issuance, 13 
except as provided in paragraphs (2) and (3) in Sect ion 14 
12.16.035.100 and Section 12.16.035.110(3).  15 

(2) Effect of General Waiver.  A Compliance Certif icate obtained by a 16 
Property Owner while the Property Owner holds General Waiver 17 
status shal l be val id for a specif ied period as follows:  18 

A Compliance Certif icate obtained as a result of Replacement of the 19 
ent ire Private Sewer Lateral shall be valid for 20 years from the 20 
date the Compliance Certif icate is issued; and 21 

All other Compliance Certif icates shall be val id for 7 years from the 22 
date the Compliance Certif icate is issued, except as provided in 23 
Sections 12.16.035.100(3) and 12.16.035.110(3).  24 

(3) Effect of Limited Waiver.  I f  the City has issued a Limited Waiver 25 
for the Private Sewer Lateral, or a port ion of it ,  the Compliance 26 
Cert if icate shal l be val id for the same period as the Limited Waiver 27 
and shal l expire on the Limited Waiver’s expiration date, provided 28 
that the Compliance Cert if icate shal l in no case be valid beyond 7 29 
years from the date it  is issued. 30 

  31 
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12.16.035.080.  Time Extension Certificates. 1 

(1) Availability.  I f  a Compliance Certif icate cannot be obtained before 2 
Tit le Transfer, the transferor, transferee, or other interested party 3 
or part ies may obtain a Time Extension Cert if icate from the City. 4 
Time Extension Certif icates are issued in connection with Tit le 5 
Transfer transact ions only.  6 

(2) Deposit .  The Time Extension Cert if icate shal l be completed and 7 
submitted to the City along with a refundable $2,000.00 deposit and 8 
any nonrefundable fee that the City may require. The deposit wil l be 9 
refunded after a Compliance Certif icate is issued.  10 

(3) Validity Period .  A Time Extension Certif icate expires 180 days 11 
after it  is issued. 12 

(4) Obligation of Property Owner or Transferee.  During the 180-day 13 
val idity period of a Time Extension Certif icate, the Property Owner 14 
or transferee must complete any necessary Repair or Replacement 15 
and obtain a Compliance Certif icate. Property Owners are 16 
responsible for the ful l cost of compliance with this Ordinance and 17 
that cost may exceed the deposit.  18 

(5) Forfeiture of Deposit.  I f  a Compliance Cert if icate is not obtained 19 
before a Time Extension Certif icate expires, the deposit may be 20 
forfeited and the current Property Owner is subject to enforcement 21 
action as provided by this Ordinance. The Property Owner may 22 
apply to the City for release of forfeited funds, less the City’s costs. 23 
The City wil l not release forfeited funds unless the Property Owner 24 
f irst demonstrates ful l compliance with this Ordinance.  25 

(6) No Renewal .  Time Extension Cert if icates are not renewable. 26 

(7) Transferability.  The Director may authorize and regulate the 27 
transferabil ity of Time Extension Certif icates. Transfers, if  28 
authorized, shall not extend the Time Extension Cert if icate’s 29 
expiration date. 30 

  31 
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12.16.035.090.  Exemption Certificates. 1 

(1) Generally.  An Exemption Cert if icate issued in connect ion with a 2 
parcel excuses the Property Owner of that parcel, whi le the 3 
Exemption Cert if icate remains val id, from any requirement to obtain 4 
a Compliance Cert if icate upon the occurrence of a Triggering Event. 5 
An Exemption Certif icate also documents to third part ies that no 6 
Compliance Certif icate is required. Grounds for Exemption 7 
Cert if icates are specif ied in this Sect ion. The City may require a 8 
Property Owner to submit specif ied support ing documentat ion for 9 
review before an Exemption Certif icate wil l be issued.  10 

(2) Exemption for Documented Prior Work on Private Sewer Lateral.  11 

(A) A Property Owner may request an Exemption Cert if icate 12 
from the City if  al l Private Sewer Laterals associated with the 13 
Property Owner’s parcel had been inspected pr ior to a Tit le 14 
Transfer, met appl icable standards at the t ime of the inspection 15 
or replacement. 16 

(B) A Property Owner may request an Exemption Cert if icate 17 
from the City, agency or Tribe having jur isdict ion over the 18 
Private Sewer Lateral issued a dated and approved f inal bui lding 19 
or sewer permit indicating that al l Pr ivate Sewer Laterals 20 
associated with the Property Owner’s parcel were Replaced or 21 
newly constructed. The Exemption Cert if icate expires twenty 22 
years after the date the f inal permit was issued that provides the 23 
basis for the Exemption Certif icate.  24 

(3) Other Exemptions.  25 

(A) Grounds. A Property Owner may request a short-term 26 
Exemption Cert if icate on any of the fol lowing grounds:  27 

i) an ent ire real property estate, or the fee interest in that real 28 
property estate, has been sold or transferred, and the City is 29 
provided documentation showing the sale or transfer is not a 30 
Tit le Transfer as defined by this Ordinance; 31 
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i i) no Private Sewer Lateral ever existed on the parcel;  1 

i i i) no Private Sewer Lateral associated with the parcel is 2 
connected to the publ ic sewer system; or 3 

iv) all Pr ivate Sewer Laterals associated with the parcel are 4 
pressurized. 5 

(B) Expiration .  An Exemption Cert if icate issued on any 6 
grounds provided by paragraph (3)(A) wi l l expire as fol lows: 7 

( i) six months after issuance, if  issued on the grounds provided 8 
in paragraph (3)(A) (1) and before the sale or transfer is 9 
recorded; and 10 

( i i )  one month after issuance in all other cases.  11 

(4) Common Interest Developments.  A Property Owner of an 12 
individual unit within a Common Interest Development need not 13 
obtain and wil l not be issued an Exemption Cert if icate if  the 14 
Homeowners’ Associat ion has assumed responsibi l i ty to maintain al l 15 
Private Sewer Laterals within the Common Interest Development.  16 

12.16.035.100.  Common Interest Developments.   17 

(1) Compliance Certificate Requirement .  Compliance Certif icates 18 
must be obtained with respect to Common Interest Developments as 19 
described in this Section.  20 

(2) Responsibility of Homeowners’ Associations and Individual Unit 21 
Owners.  22 

(A) The Homeowners’ Associat ion and the Property Owner of 23 
an individual unit within the Common Interest Development are 24 
each responsible to obtain a Compliance Certif icate to the same 25 
extent each party is responsible to maintain PSLs within the 26 
Common Interest Development. The division of responsibi l i ty for 27 
PSL maintenance between the Homeowners’ Associat ion and the 28 
Property Owners of individual units may be described in any 29 
document but is typical ly described in the Covenants, Condit ions 30 
and Restrict ions appl icable to Common Interest Developments or 31 
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the parcels in them. In some Common Interest Developments, 1 
the Homeowners’ Associat ion has assumed responsibil i ty to 2 
maintain al l PSLs. In other Common Interest Developments, the 3 
owner of each individual unit is responsible to maintain the PSLs 4 
associated with the unit he or she owns, and the Homeowners’ 5 
Associat ion is responsible to maintain the remaining PSLs within 6 
the Common Interest Development.  7 

(B) I f  the Homeowners’ Associat ion has assumed responsibi l i ty 8 
to maintain all PSLs within the Common Interest Development, 9 
the Homeowners’ Associat ion must obtain Compliance 10 
Cert if icates under Section 12.16.035.060 on or before July 12, 11 
2021 for all parcels within the Common Interest Development, 12 
except that the Homeowners’ Association must comply with 13 
Section 12.16.035.110 if  the total combined length of PSLs 14 
within the Common Interest Development exceeds 1000 feet.  15 

(C) I f  the Property Owners of individual units and the 16 
Homeowners’ Associat ion share responsibil i ty to maintain PSLs 17 
within the Common Interest Development, the part ies’ respective 18 
responsibi l i ty to obtain Compliance Certif icates is as follows: 19 

i) The Property Owner of the individual unit must obtain a PSL 20 
Compliance Certif icate at the t ime and in the manner required 21 
by Section 12.16.035.050 and notwithstanding paragraph 22 
12.16.035.050(1)(B) of that Sect ion, provided that the City wi l l 23 
require Verif ication Testing only of those PSLs or port ions of 24 
PSLs that are the responsibil i ty of the Property Owner of the 25 
individual unit before issuing a Compliance Cert if icate.  26 

i i) The Homeowners’ Associat ion must obtain a Compliance 27 
Cert if icate under Section 12.16.035.060 on or before July 12, 28 
2021 for all parcels associated with any PSL that is the 29 
Homeowners’ Associat ion’s responsibil i ty to maintain, 30 
provided that the City wi l l require Verif ication Testing only of 31 
those PSLs or port ions of PSLs that are the responsibil i ty of 32 
the Homeowners’ Associat ion before issuing a Compliance 33 
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Cert if icate. 1 

i i i) The issuance of a Compliance Cert if icate under paragraph 2 
12.16.035.060 of this Sect ion to either a Property Owner of an 3 
individual unit or to a Homeowners’ Association, with respect 4 
to a specif ic parcel within a Common Interest Development,  5 
does not rel ieve another party that shares responsibi l i ty to 6 
maintain PSLs associated with the same parcel of its 7 
obligat ion under paragraph 12.16.035.060 of this Section to 8 
obtain a Compliance Certif icate for that parcel.  9 

(3) A Compliance Certif icate issued to a Homeowners’ Associat ion 10 
under this Sect ion shall be valid for 20 years from the date it  is 11 
issued. The Homeowners’ Association must obtain a new 12 
Compliance Certif icate under Sect ion 12.16.035.060 upon the 13 
expiration of the previously issued Compliance Certif icate.  14 

(4) Developments Where No Homeowners’ Association Exists.  For 15 
the purposes of this Ordinance, any development without a 16 
Homeowners’ Associat ion is not a Common Interest Development, 17 
even if  the development is classif ied in county records as 18 
condominiums, residential planned unit  developments, or similar. 19 
This Section does not apply to such developments. Individual unit 20 
owners within such developments must obtain a PSL Compliance 21 
Cert if icate at the t ime and in the manner required by Section 22 
12.16.035.050. 23 

12.16.035.110.  Parcels or Parcel Groups With Private Sewer 24 
Laterals Exceeding 1000 Feet.  25 

(1) Condition Assessment Plan .  On or before July 12, 2020, the 26 
Property Owner of any parcel or any Parcel Group with Private 27 
Sewer Laterals exceeding 1000 feet in total combined length within 28 
the parcel or Parcel Group shal l submit for City approval a 29 
Condit ion Assessment Plan. The Condit ion Assessment Plan shall 30 
include a schedule for the performance of test ing to assess the 31 
condit ion of all PSLs associated with the parcel or Parcel Group. 32 
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(2) Corrective Action Work Plan .  On or before July 12, 2023, a 1 
Property Owner subject to this Section shall complete al l condit ion 2 
assessment testing and submit a Corrective Action Work Plan for 3 
City approval. The Correct ive Action Work Plan shal l describe the 4 
type, quant ity and schedule of work needed to bring al l PSLs 5 
associated with the parcel or Parcel Group into compliance with the 6 
standards set forth in Sect ion 12.16.035.040, all other requirements 7 
of this Ordinance. The City shal l approve the Correct ive Act ion 8 
Work Plan if  i t  determines the proposed work wil l result in ful l 9 
compliance within a reasonable t ime. 10 

(3) Compliance Certificate.  After the Property Owner completes the 11 
work described in the approved Correct ive Act ion Plan, the Property 12 
Owner must obtain a Compliance Cert if icate under Section 13 
12.16.035.060(1)(B) for the parcel or parcels. The Compliance 14 
Cert if icate(s) shall be val id for 20 years from the date issued, and 15 
upon expiration the Property Owner must obtain new Compliance 16 
Cert if icate(s) under Section 12.16.035.060. 17 

12.16.035.120.  Enforcement. 18 

(1) The Director shal l have the discret ion to enforce this Ordinance. 19 
Enforcement of Local Ordinance Requirements is the responsibi l i ty 20 
of the Satel l i te that adopted the Local Ordinance Requirements.  21 

(2) Violat ions of this Ordinance include, but are not l imited to:  22 

(A) Failure to obtain a Compliance Certif icate when one is 23 
required, including after the expiration of a Time Extension 24 
Cert if icate; 25 

(B) Failure to obtain a Time Extension Certif icate if  a 26 
Compliance Certif icate is not obtained or to t imely perform al l 27 
required work after receiving a Time Extension Certif icate;  28 

(C) Failure to comply with the City’s requirements for Repair,  29 
Replacement and Verif ication Testing;  30 

(D) Falsifying facts to obtain an Exemption Cert if icate or a 31 
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Compliance Certif icate; and/or 1 

(E) Present ing a false Exemption Certif icate or Compliance 2 
Cert if icate. 3 

(3)   Enforcement 4 

(A) When the Director f inds that a person violates or threatens 5 
to violate this Ordinance, the Director may notify the person in 6 
writ ing. Within 30 days of the mail ing of that notif ication, the 7 
not if ied person must submit for approval by the Director a 8 
detai led t ime schedule of specif ic act ions the person shal l take 9 
in order to correct or prevent a violat ion of this Ordinance. The 10 
person shal l take the act ions within 90 days of the mail ing date 11 
of the Director ’s not if ication.  12 

(B) The Director may take enforcement action against a person 13 
who violates the provisions of this Ordinance or fai ls to perform 14 
any act required by this Ordinance, including but not l imited to 15 
init iat ing court act ion to obtain an injunction requir ing the work to 16 
be done and/or terminating service. The City may recover from 17 
any person in violat ion of this Ordinance the costs it  incurs in 18 
connection with enforcing this Ordinance, including staff t ime, 19 
and may seek attorneys’ fees in any court act ion or proceeding.  20 

12.16.035.130.  Requests for Relief or Reconsideration. 21 

(1) Requests for Relief .  Any person or ent ity unable to comply with the 22 
requirements of this Ordinance, or any person affected by any City 23 
decision, act ion, or determinat ion related to this Ordinance, may 24 
submit to the City a written request for rel ief sett ing forth in detai l 25 
the facts support ing the request. The City Manager shall designate 26 
a City off icer or employee with managerial authority who wil l 27 
consider the matter without a hearing and decide whether to grant 28 
rel ief. The City Manager’s designee may request addit ional 29 
information. The City Manager’s designee may decide the matter 30 
within f if teen (15) business days from the receipt of the request, or, 31 
i f  addit ional information is requested and received within f if teen 32 
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(15) business days from the receipt of the request, then f i f teen (15) 1 
business days from the date the City receives al l addit ional 2 
requested information. If  the City Manager’s designee does not 3 
decide the matter within the above-stated t ime period, the request 4 
for relief shall be deemed denied on the f irst day fol lowing that t ime 5 
period. Notice of any decision wil l be mailed to the person or entity 6 
requesting rel ief.  7 

(2) Requests for Reconsideration .  8 

(A) Within 30 days after the date of mail ing of written notice of 9 
any City decision grant ing or denying relief under paragraph (1) 10 
of this Sect ion, or within 30 days after the date the request for 11 
rel ief is deemed denied, any person or ent ity affected by the 12 
requirements, decision, action or determination that was the 13 
subject of the request for rel ief may submit to the City Manager a 14 
written request for reconsiderat ion. The City Manager shall 15 
personally consider al l requests for reconsiderat ion. The request 16 
for reconsiderat ion must set forth in detai l the facts support ing 17 
the request. 18 

(B) The City Manager may act on the request for 19 
reconsideration with or without a hearing in any manner the City 20 
Manager deems reasonable and shall thereafter issue a f inal 21 
written determination concerning the request for reconsideration. 22 
I f  the City Manager fai ls to act upon the request for 23 
reconsideration within f if teen (15) business days of receipt of the 24 
request for reconsiderat ion, the request shall be deemed denied. 25 
The decision, act ion or determinat ion shal l remain in effect 26 
during the period of review by the City Manager.  27 

(C) The City Manager’s decision shall become final and 28 
binding at the t ime the City Manager acts on the request or fai ls 29 
to act within the t ime specif ied by this paragraph (B). I f  the City 30 
Manager acts on the request for reconsiderat ion, not ice of the 31 
City Manager’s act ion wil l be mailed to the person or ent ity 32 
requesting reconsiderat ion within f ive (5) business days of the 33 
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action. 1 

(D) Any person or ent ity affected by a decision, action or 2 
determinat ion related to this Ordinance who wishes to appeal or 3 
challenge the decision, action or determination must request 4 
reconsideration using the process specif ied in this paragraph (b). 5 
This requirement is jur isdict ional. The fai lure to seek 6 
reconsideration shal l be deemed a failure of the person or entity 7 
subject to the decision, action or determination to exhaust 8 
administrative remedies.  9 

12.16.035.140.  Fees and Regulations. 10 

(1) Fees.  The City may establ ish fees in the Water and Wastewater 11 
System Schedule of Rates and Charges and Fees for administrat ion 12 
of this Ordinance and may modify those fees from time to t ime.  13 

(2) Regulations.  The Director may develop and maintain written 14 
regulations, procedures and guidance materials for administration of 15 
this Ordinance and shall make them avai lable upon request.  16 

SECTION THREE - INCONSISTENCIES REPEALED. 17 
Any provisions of the Yreka Municipal Code, or appendices 18 

thereto, or any other ordinances of the City inconsistent herewith, to 19 
the extent of such inconsistencies and no further, are hereby repealed.  20 

SECTION FOUR - PUBLICATION OF CODIFICATION. 21 
The repeal of the former provisions and the text of the provisions 22 

hereby substituted in Chapter 12.16.035 the Yreka Municipal Code are 23 
the sole port ions of this ordinance that require publ icat ion in the 24 
codif icat ion of the Yreka Municipal Code. 25 

SECTION FIVE - IMPLEMENTATION.  26 
The City Council hereby authorizes and directs the City Manager 27 

to take any action and sign any documents necessary to implement 28 
this Ordinance. 29 
  30 
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SECTION SIX - EXECUTION.  1 
The Mayor and City Clerk are authorized to subscribe this 2 

ordinance where indicated below to evidence its approval by the City 3 
Council.  4 

SECTION SEVEN - SEVERABILITY.  5 
I f  any section, sentence, clause or phrase of this Chapter is for 6 

any reason held to be inval id or unconstitut ional by a decision of any 7 
court of competent jurisdict ion, such decision shal l not affect the 8 
val idity of the remaining port ions of this Chapter. The City Council 9 
hereby declares that it  would have passed this ordinance and adopted 10 
this Chapter and each section, sentence, clause or phrase thereof, 11 
irrespective of the fact that any one or more sect ions, subsections, 12 
sentences, clauses or phrases were to be declared inval id or 13 
unconstitut ional. 14 

SECTION EIGHT - EFFECTIVE DATE; PUBLICATION. 15 
At least f ive (5) days prior to its adopt ion and within f if teen (15) 16 

days after its adopt ion, a summary of this ordinance, in a form 17 
approved by the City Attorney, shall be publ ished once in a newspaper 18 
of general circulation pr inted and publ ished in the County of Siskiyou. 19 
This ordinance shal l  be effect ive thirty-one (31) days from and after its 20 
adopt ion. 21 

 22 
 Passed duly and regular ly passed and adopted by the City 23 
Council of the City of Yreka this    day of    ,  24 
2015, after a f irst reading at a regular meet ing before the City Council  25 
on the sixth day of August, 2015, on the following pol led vote:  26 
 27 
  28 
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AYES: 1 
NOES: 2 
ABSTAIN: 3 
ABSENT: 4 
 5 
 6 
 7 
         8 
JOHN MERCIER, Mayor 9 
City of Yreka, Cal ifornia 10 
 11 
ATTEST: APPROVED AS TO FORM: 12 
 13 
 14 
 15 
            16 
         17 
Liz Casson, City Clerk      DOHN R. HENION 18 
City of Yreka, Cal ifornia     City Attorney 19 
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