
AGENDA 

YREKA PLANNING COMMISSION 

Yreka City Council Chamber – 701 Fourth Street, Yreka, Ca. 

March 20, 2013 at 6:30 P.M. 
 

Call to Order 

 

Pledge of allegiance 

 

Conflict of Interest Declaration – Planning Commissions 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS  
This is an opportunity for members of the public to address the Commission on subjects within its jurisdiction, whether or not 

on the agenda for this meeting.  The Commission reserves the right to reasonably limit the length of individual comments. For 

items that are on this agenda, speakers may request that their comments be heard instead at the time the item is to be acted 

upon by the Commission. The Commission may ask questions, but may take no action during the Public Comment portion of 

the meeting, except to direct staff to prepare a report, or to place them on a future agenda. 

 

SPEAKERS:   Please state your name and mailing address so that City Staff can respond to you in regard to your 

comments, or provide you with information, if appropriate.  You are not required to state your name and address if 

you do not desire to do so. 

 

1. Consent Calendar - Discussion/Possible Action – All matters listed under the consent calendar are 

considered routine and will be enacted by one motion unless any member of the Planning Commission 

wishes to remove an item for discussion or a member of the audience wishes to comment on an item. 

The City Manager recommends approval of the following consent calendar items: 

a. Approval of the minutes of the meeting held on February 20, 2013. 

b. Acknowledge receipt of General Plan Housing Element 2011 Annual Report. 

 

2. Discussion/Possible Action – Consideration of a proposed Conditional Use Permit to rebuild the 

existing duplex and three single family dwellings to the current footprint in the event of fire or other 

casualty.  Applicant:      Larry & Patty Dunning, Location: 734 A, 734 B, 736, 738 & 740 W. 

Lennox Street, Assessor’s Parcel No. 053-111-240 & 270, R-1 (Single Family Residential) Zone, LDR 

(Low Density Residential) General Plan designation. 

 

a. Staff Report 

b. Decision   

 

3. Discussion/Possible Action – Consideration of a proposed Conditional Use Permit to construct, 

establish and operate a 3468 sq. ft. restaurant (2268 sq. ft. addition to existing 1200 sq. ft. building) 

with a seating capacity of 80 and a maximum of 7 employees per working shift with 34 parking 

spaces on a +/- 1.17 acre parcel.  Applicant: John & Lauren Kennedy, Location : 1281 S. Main Street, 

Assessor’s Parcel No. 061-351-240, CH (Commercial Highway) Zone, GC (General Commercial) 

General Plan designation. 

 

a. Public Hearing 

b. Staff Report 

c. Decision   

 

City Manager’s Report. 

 

 

Commissioner’s Statements and Comments 



 

Adjournment 

 

 

Decisions of the Planning Commission relating to CEQA compliance, use permits, variances, and signs 

may be appealed to the City Council by filing a written notice of appeal within 10 calendar days of the 

decision with the City Clerk.  Appeals relating to tentative subdivision maps must be filed within 10 days.  

There is a $150.00 filing fee for any such appeal plus publication fee if required.  

 

All documents produced by the City which are related to an open session agenda item and distributed to 

the Planning Commission are made available for public inspection in the City Clerk’s office during 

normal business hours.  
 

In compliance with the requirements of the Brown Act, notice of this meeting has been posted in a public accessible 
place, 72 hours in advance of the meeting. 
 
In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, those requiring accommodations for this meeting should 
notify the City Clerk 48 hours prior to the meeting at (530) 841-2324 or by notifying the Clerk at 
casson@ci.yreka.ca.us. 

mailto:casson@ci.yreka.ca.us
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MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE 

YREKA PLANNING COMMISSION HELD 

ON THE 20
TH

 DAY OF FEBRUARY,  2013 

 

 

On the 20
th 

day of February, 2013 at 6:30 p.m., the Planning Commission of the City of Yreka 

met in the City Council Chamber in said city in regular session. The meeting was called to order 

by Chair Leal and present were: 

 

Commissioners: Deborah Baird, Diane Knitter, Steve Leal, Barry Ohlund, Matt Osborn and 

Richard Rolzinski.  Absent: Paul McCoy 

      

PUBLIC COMMENTS - None. 

 

Consent Calendar: Chair Leal announced that all matters listed under the consent calendar are 

considered routine and will be enacted by one motion unless any member of the Planning 

Commission wishes to remove an item for discussion or a member of the audience wishes to 

comment on an item: 

 

a. Approval of Minutes of the regular meeting held on January 16, 2013. 

b. Approval of a one year extension of Permit # 3568 to construct, establish and operate a 

6,400 sq. ft. restaurant and a 4,125 sq. ft. retail/office building with 111 parking spaces 

on a project site of 1.7 acres. 

Applicant: MK & A, LLC dba Casa Ramos by Marco Ramos 

Location: 1515 S. Main Street/175 Greenhorn Road -  Assessor’s Parcel # 062-041-050 

 

Following Commission discussion, Commissioner Ohlund moved to approve the items on the 

consent calendar as submitted.  

 

Commissioner Knitter seconded the motion, and upon roll call, the following voted YEA: Baird, 

Knitter, Leal, Ohlund, Osborn and Rolzinski. 

 

Chair Leal thereupon declared the motion carried. 

 

Discussion/Possible Action – Interpretation of Yreka Municipal Code 16.34.050 to allow the use 

of Taxidermy as a permitted use in C-2 Zone under the subtitle of Art Studios. 

 

Planning Commissioner Ohlund announced his recusal.  Ohlund stating that he has a conflict of 

interest by reason of property ownership within 500 feet of the proposed project, and therefore 

recused himself.   

 

City Manager Steve Baker reported that the City has received a request from Kevin McCanna to 

operate a Taxidermy Studio at 208 W. Miner Street. Mr. McCanna currently operates his 

Taxidermy Business in the County and wants to move this business to the Miner Street location. 
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City Staff reviewed the application with the following considerations: 

 
Is Taxidermy a permitted use in the C-2 zone district: Yes we believe it is.  Taxidermy could be 

considered an artist’s studio with dead animals.  Artist Studios and Galleries are a permitted use 

in the C-2 zone district.   

 

- Is this a “Commercial” use as defined by the City’s Zoning Code:  Yes; 

- Is the Use (taxidermy) specifically prohibited or identified as a use in another zone district 

of the City: No; 

- Is the Use similar to a listed use in a more intense zone district: No; 

- Is the Use otherwise regulated by another agency; Yes (Dept. of Fish and Wildlife requires 

permits for taxidermists and the County Health Dept. may also require  a permit); 

- Are there any potential negative attributes associated with the use 

-      Noise:  No (animals are dead); 

- Odor:  Maybe, however, the animals are generally already preserved. 

- Light/Glare: No 

- Parking/Traffic: Probably not 

- Use of Controlled Substances:  No 

 

The Planning Commission is the body whose duty it is to manage, apply and interpret the City 

Zoning Code. Based on the lack of specificity in the Yreka Municipal Code for this type of use, 

staff is seeking an interpretation of the Yreka Municipal Code. 

 

Recommendation:  Staff recommends that the Planning Commission make an interpretation of 

Yreka Municipal Code Section 16.34.050 Permitted Uses in the C-2 Zone District, that the use of 

“taxidermy” is a use similar to those listed as permitted uses in the C-2 Zone, specifically Artist 

Studio, and therefore is a permitted use subject to the issuance of a building permit (if 

applicable), business license, and any other County, State, or Federal permit that may be required 

to conduct said use. 

 

Kevin McCanna, Applicant, was presented to answer questions from the commissioner’s. 

 

Following Commission discussion, Commissioner Knitter moved to approve the interpretation 

that the use of “taxidermy” is a use similar to those listed as permitted uses in the C-2 Zone, 

specifically Artist Studio, and therefore is a permitted use subject to the issuance of a building 

permit (if applicable), business license, and any other County, State, or Federal permit that may 

be required to conduct said use the allowed use of a Taxidermy as a permitted use in C-2 Zone 

under the subtitle of Art Studios. 
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 CITY OF YREKA 
 USE PERMIT NO. 4171 
 FINDINGS & CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL 
 
The following findings of fact have been determined by the Planning Department. 
 
1. The construction, establishment and operation of a 3468 sq. ft. restaurant (2268 sq. ft. 
addition to existing 1200 sq. ft. building) with a seating capacity of 80 and a maximum of 7 
employees per working shift with 34 parking spaces on a +/- 1.17 acre parcel located at 1281 
S. Main Street will not: 
 

a. be detrimental to the health, safety, peace, morals, comfort and general welfare 
of persons residing or working in the neighborhood, and will not be detrimental to the 
harmonious and orderly growth of the City of Yreka because it will be located in an 
area where there are other commercial uses. 
 
b. be detrimental to property or improvements in the neighborhood and the 
commercial use will not impair the desirability of investment or occupation in the 
vicinity for the reason stated in (a). 
 
c. cause unreasonable vehicular traffic, parking congestion, noise, nuisance, or 
odors because there is adequate parking available for the proposed use on the site. 
 
d. adversely affect matters regarding police protection, crime prevention, and 
security because there are existing businesses adjacent to the site. 
 
e. adversely affect circulation or traffic patterns in the neighborhood or constitute a 
nuisance because the proposed use will not change the existing traffic patterns or 
circulation. 

 
2. The use is compatible with the policies and objectives of the zoning ordinance for a 
CH (Commercial Highway) zone which allows a restaurant having a seating capacity of 
twenty-one (21) or more upon approval and validation of a conditional use permit as set forth 
in Section 16.34.070 (J) of the Yreka Municipal Code in addition to any other permits or 
licenses. 
 
3. The Planning Commission has determined that the project is exempt from the 
environmental review pursuant to the provisions of the California Environmental Quality Act 
(CEQA) pursuant to Section 15332 Infill Development of the CEQA Guidelines. 
 
The foregoing findings are based upon the following: 
 

The design of the project and its proposed improvements will not cause serious public 
health problems or significant environment damage since the proposed project is for a 
commercial use within an existing commercial neighborhood.   
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Conditions of approval will provide maximum land use compatibility between the 

proposed commercial development and the existing commercial neighborhood.  None of the 
findings necessary for denial of this proposal can be found in the affirmative. 
 
The following conditions shall be complied with at all times that the use permitted by this 
permit occupies the premises: 
 
1. Permittee granted a permit to construct, establish and operate a 3468 sq. ft. restaurant 
(2268 sq. ft. addition to existing 1200 sq. ft. building) with a seating capacity of 80 and a 
maximum of 7 employees per working shift with 34 parking spaces on a project site of 1.7 
acres at the location set forth in the application, subject to full compliance with applicable city 
and state codes.  The premises shall not be occupied or opened to the public until all 
conditions hereinafter set forth have been complied with by the permittee.  
 
2. All elements of the project application including site, landscape, and parking plan as 
approved shall be complied with. 
 
3. Adequate off-street parking facilities shall be provided as follows:  one (1) space for 
each three seats plus one space for each employee of the maximum working shift for the 
restaurant as set forth in Sections 16.54.020.A.5(a) of the Yreka Municipal Code. As 
submitted the project requires 34 parking spaces.  
 
4. The off-street parking plan and facilities approved by the Planning Commission shall 
not be deviated from unless prior approval of the Planning Commission is secured, and all 
loading, customer, and employee parking areas, access drives and aisles shall be paved and 
striped and bumper rails or other barriers shall be provided, as determined by the City 
Building Official, Director of Public Works and in accordance with Section 16.54.090 of the 
Yreka Municipal Code. 
 
5. Parking required for disabled persons shall be marked, posted, and maintained in 
accord with provisions of the Motor Vehicles Code, California Building Code and any other 
law or regulation now or hereinafter enacted relating to parking for disabled persons. A 
minimum of 2 accessible parking spaces are required for a parking lot or garage with 26 to 50 
parking spaces.  
 
6. Use shall be conducted in accordance with the site plan as submitted for the property 
located at 1281 S. Main Street, as approved by the Planning Commission on March 20, 2013, 
and the site plan shall not be changed or deviated from without approval of the Planning 
Commission; provided, however, upon request of the Permittee and showing of good cause, 
the City Manager is authorized to permit minor modifications of the site plan without 
resubmission to the Planning Commission. 
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7. A landscape plan shall be submitted to the City Manager for approval. 
Installation shall be completed prior to commencement of business with accordance to 
Yreka Municipal Code 16.52.030. 
 
8. All landscaping shall be installed, maintained, and replaced as necessary as depicted 
on the approved landscape plan. Water efficient irrigation system shall be installed for the 
landscaping per Yreka Municipal Code Section 16.52.030 (E). 
 
9. Prior to issuance of the use permit and operation of the new use, the property owner 
shall provide a copy of the Caltrans encroachment permit to the City of Yreka Building and 
Planning Department demonstrating that a valid encroachment permit has been obtained 
from Caltrans. 
 
10. Permittee shall obtain approval of all required public improvements through the 
Department of Public Works and its encroachment permit process for construction of and/or 
connection to any City sewer, water, or storm drain. Plans prepared by a registered civil 
engineer may be required for the Department of Public Works, in addition to the plans 
prepared for the Building Department, for any public infrastructure improvements that need to 
be constructed.  
 
11. Permittee shall submit a grading plan for review and approval by the Building Official 
prior to construction or any on-site grading. 
 
12. Pursuant to Section 16.54.090 of the Yreka Municipal Code the on-site lighting shall 
be designed to prevent unreasonable glare to adjoining properties and controlled by such 
reasonable means as are practical to prevent sky-reflected glare. 
 
13. Permittee shall submit a storm water detention analysis for review and approval of the 
Director of Public Works and/or Building Official prior to start of construction or any on-site 
grading. On-site detention or storm drain extension may be required. 

 
14. Permittee shall comply at all times with the zoning district regulations for a CH zone as 
set forth in section 16.36 of the Yreka Municipal Code. 
 
15.   Permittee shall obtain a building permit and shall pay the necessary fees therefor prior 
to making any building, electrical, mechanical, or plumbing installations and/or improvements 
to the structure. Public infrastructure improvements such as curb, gutter, sidewalk, curb 
ramps, driveway approaches, street lights and asphalt concrete street pavement may be 
required upon issuance of a building permit in accordance with Yreka Municipal Code Section 
11.24.030. If such improvements already exist, damaged public improvements shall be 
repaired and/or replaced to restore the improvements to a condition satisfactory to the 
Director of Public Works in accordance with Yreka Municipal Code Section 11.24.030. 
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16.     Permittee shall install a grease interceptor in accordance with the California Plumbing 
Code and shall comply at all times with the requirements for the Fats, Oils and Grease (FOG) 
Source Control Program.  
 
17. Permittee shall secure a Certificate of Occupancy and approval of the Building Official 
and Fire Marshal that structure meets building standards and fire regulations of the California 
Building and Fire Codes prior to use of a subject business for a restaurant. 
 
18. Permittee shall pave all driveway accesses from the project site onto South Main a 
minimum of 20 feet back from the back of the sidewalk. 
 
19. No signs shall be placed on the premises without first obtaining a sign permit. 
 
20. Permittee shall secure an annual City business license to carry on the business of a 
restaurant.  
 
21. Use permit granted in accordance with the terms of this title may be revoked if any of 
the conditions or terms of such permit are violated or if any law or ordinance is violated in 
connection therewith, or if the Planning Commission finds, with the concurrence of the City 
Council, that the continuance of the use permit will endanger the public health, safety, or 
welfare. 
 
22. The site plan approval shall expire and terminate if not used within one (1) year from 
the date of approval unless, prior to the expiration of one year, a building permit is issued and 
construction is commenced.  Approval may be extended upon written application to the 
Planning Commission before expiration of the first approval. 
 
Date: March 20, 2013 










