YREKA PLANNING COMMISSION
REGULAR MEETING AGENDA
September 21, 2022 – 5:30 P.M.
Yreka City Council Chamber, 701 Fourth Street, Yreka, CA
Regular Meetings of the Yreka Planning Commission are held the 3rd Wednesday
of every month.
The full agenda packet can be found on the City’s website: www.ci.yreka.ca.us/AgendaCenter
Join this meeting via Zoom:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6194957056
Link:
Meeting ID#
619-495-7056
Members of the public may also remotely listen to and participate in the meeting via teleconference. If you wish to
listen or participate in this meeting through teleconference, simply dial into the conference number below, and enter
the meeting ID#.
Conference call in Number:

669-900-6833 (Toll-Free 888 788 0099)

“RAISE YOUR HAND” to provide public comment for your desired item. Speakers will be asked to identify
themselves.
•
•
•

Online: If you are online, click on “raise hand” on the bottom of your screen.
Mobile App: In the mobile app, you can raise your hand by tapping the "Raise Hand" option in the "More"
tab.
Telephone: If you are calling in via telephone, to raise your hand, dial *9 (star-nine). Speakers will be called
on by the last four digits of their phone number. To unmute yourself dial *6 (star-six).

1. CALL TO ORDER and PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:
2. ROLL CALL
3. SPECIAL PRESENTATION: NONE
4. GENERAL PUBLIC COMMENTS:
This is the time for public comments regarding issues or matters not on the agenda but still within the
jurisdiction of the Planning Commission of Yreka. Public comments period is not intended to be
“Question and Answer” period or conversations with the Commissioners or City staff. Commissioners,
when recognized by Chair, may ask questions of presenter but no action may be taken by the Planning
Commission during the public comment section of the meeting, except to direct staff to prepare a report
or place an item on a future agenda.
• Please speak from the podium.
• Please state your name for the record prior to providing your comments.
• Please address the Commission as a whole.
• If you have documents to present, please provide a hard copy to the Clerk or Planning Director
• Please limit your remarks to three (3) minutes.
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5. STAFF & COMMISSIONER’S COMMENTS:
Members of the Planning Commission may make brief announcements, reports, or request staff to
report to Commission on any matter at a subsequent meeting.
6. CONSENT AGENDA:
All matters listed under the consent agenda are considered routine and non-controversial and will be
enacted by one motion unless any member of the Commission wishes to remove an item for discussion,
or a member of the public wishes to comment on an item.
a. Approval of Minutes of the regular meeting held August 17, 2022
7. PUBLIC HEARINGS: NONE
8. OLD BUSINESS:
A. MC-2021-01 Objective Design Standards Ordinance
The Planning Commission of the City of Yreka will consider amending Title 16 “Zoning” to
include a new Chapter 16.62 “Objective Design Standards”. The proposed new chapter would
clarify and require design standards for future affordable, multi-family development projects.
The proposed Chapter would meet the requirements of California State Senate Bill 35
(Government Code Section 65913.4) which requires objective design standards and
streamlining for affordable multi-housing projects as defined as: “a housing development that
contains two or more residential units and is restricted to lower or moderate-income
households”.
Recommended Action: Move to adopt Resolution No. 2022-06 recommending for approval to
the City Council an Amendment to the Yreka Municipal Code including Title 16- Zoning:
Chapter 16.62- Objective Design Standards as presented herein and approval of the Categorical
Exemption as presented.
9. NEW BUSINESS:
A. General Plan 2044: Visioning Draft Discussion
The City of Yreka is comprehensively updating the City’s General Plan. An initial phase of the
General Plan update is to determine a vision for the City’s development and growth. This item
will be a discussion and input item on the data gathered thus far and initial discussion on a
vision for Yreka in 2044.
Recommended Action: Discussion and input. Item will return at a future meeting.
10. FUTURE PLANNING ITEMS:
Future agenda items are action items and presentations to the Planning Commission that may occur
within the next 90-days. All dates are tentative and subject to change if needed.
•
•

October 19, 2022 – Urban Design Workshop: The Planning Commission with engage
with the public on an interactive workshop concerning urban design of the city.
October 19, 2022 – Public Hearing: Barnes Tentative Parcel Map: Public Hearing for
a Tentative Parcel Map and California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) compliance.
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•

November 16, 2022 Public Hearing: Whipple Tentative Parcel Map: Public Hearing for
a Tentative Parcel Map and California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) compliance.

10. ADJOURNMENT
In compliance with the requirements of the Brown Act, notice of this meeting has been posted in a
publicly accessible place, 72 hours in advance of the meeting.
Decisions of the Planning Commission may be appealed to the City Council by filing a written
notice of appeal within ten (10) calendar days of the decision. Appeals must be submitted to the
City Clerk’s office together with the appeal fee. If you challenge any action taken pursuant to the
California Environmental Quality Act, you may be limited to raising only those issues you or
someone else raised at the public hearing described in this notice, or in written correspondence
delivered to the Planning Department at, or prior to, the public hearing. (Public Resources Code
Section 21177). If, in the future, you wish to challenge in court any of the matters on an agenda for
which a public hearing is to be conducted, you may be limited to raising only those issues which
you (or someone else) raised orally at the public hearing or in written correspondence received by
the City at or before the hearing. Any person seeking to challenge a City Council decision made as
a result of a proceeding in which by law a hearing is required to be given, evidence is required to
be taken, and the discretion in the determination of facts is vested in the City Council, shall be
required to commence that action 90 days following the date on which the decision becomes final
as provided in Code of Civil Procedure Section 1094.6. Please refer to Code of Civil Procedure
1094.6 to determine how to calculate when a decision becomes “final.”
The City of Yreka does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, religion, age,
gender, sexual orientation, disability, or any other legally protected classes in employment or
provision of services. In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, those requiring
accommodations for this meeting should notify the Planning Department 48 hours prior to the
meeting at (530) 841-2324 or by notifying the Planning Director at jlucchesi@ci.yreka.ca.us
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MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE
YREKA PLANNING COMMISSION HELD
ON THE 17th DAY OF AUGUST 2022
1. Call To Order - On the 17th day of August 2022 at 5:30 p.m., the Planning Commission of
the City of Yreka met in the City Council Chamber and via Zoom in said City in regular
session. The meeting was called to order by Planning Commission Chair Matt Osborn.
2. Roll Call - Present: Matt Osborn, Peter O’Brien, and Richard Rolzinski.
Absent: Brian Devlin, Amy Fernandez
Conflict of Interest Declaration – None
3. Special Presentation – None
4. General Public Comment – None
5. Staff and Commissioner’s Comments – None
6. Consent Agenda – Planning Director announced that all matters listed under the consent
calendar are considered routine and will be enacted by one motion unless any member of the
Commission wishes to remove an item for discussion, or a member of the audience wishes
to comment on an item:
a. Approval of Minutes of the Regular Meeting held July 20, 2022
COMMISSION ACTION: Motion to approve consent agenda item (a)
MOTIONED: O’Brien
SECONDED: Rolzinski
AYES: O’Brien, Rolzinski, Osborn
NAYS: None
ABSTAIN: None
ABSENT: Devlin, Fernandez
7. Public Hearings
a. Discussion/Possible Action – 2022-28 Golden Eagle Charter School Conditional Use
Permit
Commissioner O’Brien asked clarifying questions regarding the traffic flow and
possible issues that will arise. HWY 3 project will cause issues on main street.
Public Comment Opened: Bhaumik Modi made public comment regarding traffic
and safety concerns, requesting Main Street not be a drop off due to congestion and
traffic.
Public Comment Closed
**Planning Commissioner recommends adding to condition #5 for pick-up and drop
off shall occur within existing parking lot and not hwy 3/main st**
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Recommended Action: Motion to approve PCR 22-05 A Resolution of the Planning
Commission of the City of Yreka Approving Golden Eagle Charter School
Conditional Use Permit Application 2022-28 and Adopt the Finding that the Project
is Exempt from CEQA as amended.
COMMISSION ACTION: Motion to approve PCR 22-05 A Resolution of the
Planning Commission of the City of Yreka Approving Golden Eagle Charter School
Conditional Use Permit Application 2022-28 and Adopt the Finding that the Project
is Exempt from CEQA as amended.
MOTIONED: O’Brien
SECONDED: Rolzinski
AYES: O’Brien, Rolzinski, Osborn
NAYS: None
ABSTAIN: None
ABSENT: Devlin, Fernandez
8. Old Business
a. Discussion/Possible Action – 2023-2031 DRAFT Housing Element – Public Forum
Presentation by Planning Director on the draft Housing Element and review of the
draft Housing Element with input from the Planning Commission and public.
Public Comment Opened: Bhaumik Modi made public comment on how old Yreka
properties and homes are and the City of Yreka should find someone who can come
in and rehabilitate/develop/build Yreka.
Public Comment Closed
COMMISSION ACTION: Motion to approve draft 2023-2031 Draft Housing
Element for City Council consideration.
MOTIONED: Rolzinski
SECONDED: O’Brien
AYES: O’Brien, Rolzinski, Obrien
NAYS: None
ABSTAIN: None
ABSENT: Devlin, Fernandez
9. New Business – None
10. Future Agenda Items – Planning Director Lucchesi presented future agenda action items and
workshops to Commissioners.
11. Adjournment – There being no further business before the Commission, the meeting was
adjourned at 6:39 PM.
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Prepared by:

Juliana Lucchesi, AICP, Planning Director

Agenda Title:

8A. MC-2021-01 Objective Design Standards Ordinance

Meeting date:

September 21, 2022

Recommended Action:
Motion to adopt Resolution 2022-06 recommending for approval to the City
Council an Amendment to the Yreka Municipal Code including Title 16Zoning: Chapter 16.62- Objective Design Standards as presented herein
and approval of the Categorical Exemption as presented.
Summary:
In response to recent State housing legislation pertaining to streamlined
development review and objective standards, in 2020, the City of Yreka sought
out and was awarded a SB 2 Planning Grant by the California Department of
Housing and Community Development. The purpose of the grant is to assist cities
and counties with projects to increase housing production and streamline permit
applications. One of the activities within the grant application is to create an
Objective Design Standard Ordinance that meets the requirements of Senate Fill
35 (Government Code Section 65913.4). The adoption of an objective design
standard ordinances would streamline the application process for multi-family
housing projects that request it. With the assistance of a planning consultant
(ECORP), a draft Objective Design Ordinance was prepared for Planning
Commission and City Council approval.
Background:
California State Senate Bill 35 (Government Code Section 65913.4), which went
into effect on January 1, 2018, was part of a comprehensive bill package aimed
at addressing the State’s housing shortage and high costs. Included as a part of
SB 35 streamlining requirements, cities are required to establish objective design
standards for multifamily residential development that are eligible under SB 35. SB
35 defines an objective design standard as one that involves "no personal or
subjective judgment by a public official and is uniformly verifiable by reference to
an external and uniform benchmark or criterion available and knowable by both
the development applicant… and the public official prior to submittal."
The application of the objective design standards ordinance is optional for multifamily housing developers that wish to benefit from the accelerated permitting
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process and qualify as a SB 35 eligible project. Eligible projects meet all the
location criteria and one of the affordability criteria:
Location
•

•

•

The site has to be a legal parcel or parcels located in a city if, and only if,
the city boundaries include some portion of either an urbanized area or
urban cluster.
At least 75 percent of the perimeter of the site adjoins parcels that are
developed with urban uses. For the purposes of this section, parcels that
are only separated by a street or highway shall be considered to be
adjoined.
It is zoned for residential use or residential mixed-use development or has
a general plan designation that allows residential use or a mix of
residential and nonresidential uses, and at least two-thirds of the square
footage of the development is designated for residential use.

Affordability
•

•

The development proponent has committed to record, a land use
restriction or covenant providing that all lower or moderate-income
housing units remain available at affordable housing costs or rent for no
less than the following periods of time:
o Fifty-five years for units that are rented.
o Forty-five years for units that are owned.
The development is subject to a requirement mandating a minimum
percentage of below market rate housing based on one of the
following:
o The City’s latest Housing Element annual report reflects that there
were fewer units of above moderate-income housing issued
building permits than were required for the RHNA cycle and the
project contains more than 10 units of housing, the project does
the following:
o The project dedicates a minimum of 10 percent of the total
number of units to housing affordable to households making at or
below 80 percent of the area median income.
o The City’s latest Housing Element annual report reflects that there
were fewer units of housing issued building permits affordable to
either very low income or low-income households by income
category than were required for the RHNA cycle and the project
seeking approval dedicates 50 percent of the total number of
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units to housing affordable to households making at or below 80
percent of the area median income.
Urban Design
Urban design, as defined by the late University of Washington Professor Meyer
Wolfe, is the “manipulation of the physical environment” in a way that addresses
the way people perceive and behave in their surroundings and considers the
implications of form-giving actions (including the environmental and ecological
consequences) at a range of scales (sometimes from the individual to the
regional)
Urban design addresses how people perceive and use their environment. People
care about the look, feel, and livability of their communities, and urban design
tools are a planner’s most effective tools to address this need. Therefore, having
design standards can positively affect the community and those who live and visit
it.
In the planning and development realm, there is an important distinction
between development standards and design standards. While each inevitably
play a large role in the overall look and feel of a structure, they have historically
been treated and enforced differently.
Development Standards
Development standards are regulations pertaining to the physical modification of
a structure or development, including the size and location of structures in relation
to the lot. Development standards include maximum height of structures,
minimum lot area, minimum setbacks, maximum lot coverage. By nature, these
standards are objective because they establish standards that are verifiable by
reference to known criteria (e.g., minimum lot size: 6,000 square feet, maximum
height: 35 feet, etc.). In Yreka, development standards are primarily established
in the Zoning Ordinance.
Design Standards and Guidelines
Design standards and guidelines provide design guidance for City staff and
applicants. Used in conjunction with the Zoning Ordinance and applicable
development standards, design standards/guidelines provide a common basis
for the evaluation of design during the project approval process. Typically, design
standards incorporate objective language in the form of mandates whereas
design guidelines are often subjective and make design recommendations.
Where the word “shall” or “must” is used it is intended to be a mandate; and
where the word “should” or “encouraged” is used, it is intended to be a
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recommended guideline. The mandates are treated as standards with little room
for variation whereas the recommendations are subject to some interpretation
and have room for minor deviations.
The Objective Design Standards follows the City’s current site and design
standards as identified in the Municipal Code. However, the Objective Design
Standards expands these requirements in order to assure an adequately
designed and aesthetically pleasing multifamily complex in response to SB 35’s
elimination of discretionary design review for any qualified multifamily
development requesting streamlined ministerial approval. The Objective Design
Standards provides for site requirements including:
•

street connectivity,

•

the amount of parking,

•

parking location, design, and access,

•

parking lot lighting,

•

onsite outdoor recreation areas,

•

landscaping,

•

fencing, and

•

refuse containers.

The Objective Design Standards also provides requirements for building design
including:
•

building mass and articulation,

•

façade transparency/limitation on blank walls,

•

roofline,

•

exterior theme, and

•

screening of mechanical and electrical equipment.

Fiscal Impact:
Planning Commission requested information on potential cost savings for
developers that would utilize the streamlined process. The majority of cost savings
are related to development “soft costs”. Soft costs typically represent 20 to 30%
of the total project cost according to the Harvard Joint Center for Housing Studies.
Soft costs include architectural and engineering services, permitting fees,
financing costs, zoning review, and environmental review. Affordable and mixed
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income housing projects often have higher soft costs due to the complexity of
financing and specialized consultants to assemble funding package.
Time is also a factor in the affordability of a housing project regardless of the size
of the development. The longer and more complex a review process is for any
housing development adds to the cost of the project. Local jurisdictions can lower
the soft costs of development by reducing the discretionary approval process of
projects, which in turn decreases the amount of time in review and increase the
predictability and guarantees that the project can move forward.
The typical costs and amount of time for planning processes that would be
avoided with the adoption of an objective design ordinance are as follows:
Type of Planning Process
Conditional Use Permit
Environmental Review
Total Savings

Approximate Cost
$18,000.00
$32,000.00
$50,000.00

Average Time to
Complete
6 Months
8 Months
14 Months

In addition to soft cost savings, the elimination of the discretionary approvals
would decrease the risk of litigation and increase the assurances to the developer
that the project will move forward. The litigation costs surrounding discretionary
approvals and environmental review range from $19,000 to $66,000 for payout
costs not including attorney fees for trial preparation. The amount of time that
projects are litigated is significant with court cases taking 4 months to 2 years not
including time if the case is appealed. During the litigation time, the development
cannot proceed through permit review or begin construction. The cost and time
estimates are based on interviews with governmental lawyers and literature
review.
Overall, the cost and time could be reduced by $50,000 if the project is not
litigated and shorten approval timelines by over a year if the city adopts an
Objective Design Ordinance.
Environmental Review:
Staff has reviewed the project to determine the required level of review under the
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). The proposed ordinance qualifies
under the "General Rule" CEQA exemption pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section
15061(b)(3), which provides that, where it can be seen with certainty that there is
no possibility that a project may have a significant effect on the environment, the
project is not subject to CEQA. The proposed ordinance creation will not have a
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significant impact on the environment and therefore is exempt from the provisions
of CEQA.
Review by Public & Outside Agencies:
The proposed ordinance creation was noticed to meet Government Code
Section 65090 for zoning code changes. The Planning Commission held a duly
noticed public hearing on Wednesday, June 15, 2022, to comply with
Government Code Section 65854. There was no public comment during the
public hearing.
Planning Commission requested that City Staff contact housing developers that
would most likely utilize this ordinance to gather their input on the proposed
changes. The Planning Department sent the draft ordinance language to Rural
Communities Housing Development Corporation, DANCO Builders, Housing Tools,
and PlanWest. Housing Tools and PlanWest are planning firms with specialties in
housing development and policy design. All of the reviewers stated that the
ordinance looked reasonable and did not pose any concerns.
The City Manager attended a two-day workshop on creating Recreation
Economy for Rural Communities. The workshop is part of a technical assistance
grant managed by the Siskiyou Economic Development Council (SEDC) to grow
Yreka’s recreation economy and downtown. At the workshop, participants from
federal, state, county, local agencies, and members of the public gave input on
what they would like to see to improve Yreka. One of the final recommendations
from the report includes the creation of design and branding standards for the
City to differentiate itself from other small cities.
Commission Actions:
The Planning Commission may engage in one of the following actions:
1. Approve the proposed ordinance as submitted for City Council
consideration
2. Amend specific sections of the ordinance and approve the proposed
ordinance as submitted for City Council consideration
3. Request additional information regarding potential changes the
Commission wishes to make in the ordinance
Staff Recommendation:
City staff recommend the Planning Commission approve the proposed Chapter
16.62 Objective Design Standards for City Council consideration. The approval of
the ordinance would meet the requirements set in Senate Bill 35 and would meet
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the deliverable requirement of the Senate Bill 2 funding used to create the
ordinance.
City Staff also recommend the Planning Commission make the finding that the
proposed ordinance creation is exempt from CEQA.
Attachments:
1. Resolution 2022-06 recommending for approval to the City Council an
Amendment to the Yreka Municipal Code including Title 16- Zoning:
Chapter 16.62- Objective Design Standards as presented herein and
approval of the Categorical Exemption as presented.
2. Proposed Chapter 16.62 “Objective Design Standards” with annotations
3. Notice of Exemption Form
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Attachment 1
PLANNING COMMISSION RESOLUTION NO. 2022-__
A RESOLUTION OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION
OF THE CITY OF YREKA RECOMMENDING TO THE
CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF YREKA,
APPROVAL OF THE YREKA MUNICIPAL CODE
AMENDMENT AND ASSOCIATED CEQA EXEMPTION
TO ADOPT OBJECITVE DESIGN STANARDS
FOR THE CITY OF YREKA.
WHEREAS, On January 1, 2021, the State of California adopted revisions to Government Code
Section 65913.4 requiring ministerial approval of qualifying multifamily developments; and
WHEREAS, adoption of revisions of Government Code Section 65913.4 by the State results in a
necessary amendment to the City’s Municipal Code to include Objective Design Standards; and
WHEREAS, the Planning Commission of the City of Yreka, California held a duly noticed Public
Hearing to consider the matter on June 22nd, 2022, as provided by law; and
WHEREAS, Title 16- Zoning has been revised to include Chapter 16.62 Objective Design
Standards as shown in Exhibit A; and
WHEREAS, The Planning Commission determined that the proposed Municipal Code
Amendment is exempt from CEQA under Section 15061(b)(3), known as the “General Rule” or
“Common Sense” exemption as the Commission finds that it can be seen with certainty that there
is no possibility that the proposed revisions to the City of Yreka Municipal Code would have a
significant effect on the environment.
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Planning Commission of the City of Yreka
does hereby recommend to the City Council of the City of Yreka, approval of Ordinance 2022-__
regarding the Yreka Municipal Code Amendment and associated CEQA Exemption.
The foregoing resolution was passed and adopted at a regular adjourned meeting of the Yreka
Planning Commission held on September 21, 2022 by the following vote:
AYES:
NOES:
ABSENT:
ABSTAIN:
ATTEST

_________________________________
Matt Osborn, Planning Commission Chair

__________________________________
Juliana Lucchesi, AICP, Planning Director
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CHAPTER 16.62 – OBJECTIVE DESIGN STANDARDS
16.62.010 – Purpose.
California State Senate Bill 35 (Government Code Section 65913.4) that went into effect on
January 1, 2018, requires the availability of a streamlined ministerial approval process for
multifamily residential developments in jurisdictions that have not yet made sufficient progress
toward meeting their regional housing need allocation (RHNA) as determined by the California
Department of Housing and Community Development.
Included in the streamlining process, cities are required to establish objective design standards for
multifamily residential development. SB 35 defines an objective design standard as one that
involves "no personal or subjective judgment by a public official and is uniformly verifiable by
reference to an external and uniform benchmark or criterion available and knowable by both the
development applicant… and the public official prior to submittal."
This chapter establishes Objective Design Standards that serve as minimum requirements for
multifamily residential development in the City. Compliance with these standards will remove
subjective or discretionary review of a proposed multifamily residential project. For any developer
of a qualifying project seeking exceptions to these standards, or any of the City’s applicable design
guidelines, the City’s existing discretionary design review process is available.
16.62.020 – Applicability
These standards are mandatory for any qualifying residential project that requests streamlined
processing and ministerial approval pursuant to state law provisions that reference objective design
standards. Qualifying residential projects are those that comply with Government Code Section
65913.4(a).
Section 65913.4(a)(2)(C) provides that Section 65913.4 applies to areas within a jurisdiction that
is zoned for residential use or residential mixed-use development, or has a general plan designation
that allows residential use or a mix of residential and nonresidential uses, and at least two-thirds
of the square footage of the development is designated for residential use. As such, these Objective
Design Standards apply to developments meeting these requirements within the following zoning
districts: R-1, R-2, R-3, R-A, RPO, CPO, C-2, C-H, and M-1. Section 65913.4(a)(1) defines a
multifamily development as a development that contains two or more residential units.
16.62.030 – Objective Design Standards
A. Site standards
1. Street connectivity

(a) Internal connectivity. New streets must form a continuous and linked vehicular,
cycling, and pedestrian network within the development.
(b) Cul-de-sacs and dead-end streets. Any cul-de-sac or other dead-end street longer
than 300 feet shall be connected to other streets by a pedestrian and cycling path.
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(c) No gates/barriers. Automobile, cycling, and pedestrian access points into multifamily residential developments shall not be gated or closed off to the public.
Bollards or other structure may be used to prevent automobile access to pedestrian,
open space, and cycling facilities.
(d) Block length/mid-block pedestrian and cyclist connections. Blocks shall not exceed
600 feet in length, measured from street centerline to street centerline, unless midblock pedestrian and cyclist connections are provided at intervals of no more than
300 feet apart. Such pedestrian and cyclist connections shall include a walkway at
least 14 feet wide.
2. Parking required.

a) Pursuant to Government Code Section 65913.4(e), no parking shall be required for
those developments located within one-half mile of public transit or an
architecturally and historically significant historic district
b) Pursuant to Government Code Section 65913.4(e), the maximum required parking
shall be one (1) space per dwelling unit.
c) The required parking for bicycles shall be one (1) bicycle parking space per
dwelling unit. Bicycle parking spaces are targeted to residents, employees, and
other long-term users. Bicycle parking typically offers increased levels of security
in lit, covered, and permanently anchored locations, which are proximate to
employee or resident locations/entrances. The bicycle parking may be accompanied
or used in conjunction with storage lockers, locked rooms or enclosure, and parking
areas internal to the building.
3. Parking location and access.

a) All parking areas shall have adequate ingress and egress to and from a street or
alley. Parking areas shall not exceed 20% of the street frontage. Sufficient room for
turning and maneuvering vehicles shall be provided on the site. Bumper rails or
other barriers shall be provided where deemed necessary by the city to protect
property.
b) Entrances and exits to parking lots and other parking facilities shall be provided at
locations approved by the city engineer and planning director.
c) The parking area, aisles, and access drives shall be constructed with a minimum of
six-inch base and a double chip and seal so as to provide a durable, dustless surface,
and shall be graded and drained as to dispose of surface water, with the design and
specification so such work is subject to the approval of the city engineer.
d) The use of cluster parking spaces into small parking areas, dispersed around the
site, to avoid large, paved expanses is required.
e) All parking lots shall include appropriately striped spaces for standard and compact
cars as well as handicapped spaces.
f) No parking is allowed in setback areas along project boundaries.
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g) A separation of pedestrian and cycling traffic from automobile traffic paths is
required to minimize conflict areas for safety.
h) Walkways to connect parking lots to building entrances shall be provided. Define
walkways by landscaping, lighting and paving.
4. Parking lot lighting.

a) Light fixture design shall be compatible with the design and the use of the principal
structure on the site. Light fixtures shall be designed to meet Dark Sky compliance
including fixtures which are downward facing and full cut-off, fully shielded, or
flush mounted. Lighting color should be warm in color and not exceed 3,000
Kelvins.
b) Incorporate placement of downward facing light fixtures into the landscape scheme
of the project. Show location and type of all exterior lights on the landscape plans.
c) Height of any light poles shall be appropriate for the project and surrounding
environment. Height of the light poles shall not exceed that of the main building.
d) Use bollard type luminaries, maximum of four feet high for pedestrian areas.
e) Shield light sources to prevent any glare or direct illumination on public streets,
adjacent properties, or highways.
f) All area lights shall be energy efficient type (High Pressure Sodium or equivalent).
g) All on-site pedestrian and automobile traffic areas shall be well lit for safety and
security.
5. Onsite outdoor recreation areas.
(a) On each multifamily development of five (5) units or more within any district,

whether such development is on a single recorded lot or on two or more adjacent
recorded lots, such development shall provide usable and accessible open space for
the recreation and outdoor living enjoyment of the development's residents and
their guests. Such open space shall not be less than twenty-five percent (25%) of
the total parcel area.
Open space standards shall be as follows:
i. Open space may be provided in more than one location.
ii. To qualify as required open space, such area shall have no area less than ten
(10) square feet and at least fifty percent (50%) open to the sky and free of
any overhead structural or architectural projections.
iii. Open space shall be improved. Improvements may consist of planting areas
containing living plant materials, sensory spaces, walks, patios, swimming
and wading pools, arbors, temporary and removable shade elements,
recreation equipment and facilities and such other appurtenances as are
appropriate to serve the outdoor living needs of people.
iv. Garages, carports, open off-street parking areas, vehicular access
driveways, trash enclosures, clothes- drying yards and non-landscaped areas
shall not be included in calculating required open space.
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(b) In addition to those standards in subdivision (a), any multifamily project of fifteen

(15) or more units shall provide the following recreation area:
i.

A defined and fenced play area which may include fixed ADA play
equipment, fixed outdoor exercise equipment, ball courts, accessible outdoor
musical equipment swimming or wading pools and similar ADA child play
facilities,

ii.

The play area shall not be less than five hundred (500) square feet, or twentyfive (25) square feet for each apartment unit, whichever is greater.

iii.

Be visible from multiple dwelling units within the project.

iv.

Be protected from any adjacent streets or parking lots with a fence or other
barrier at least four feet in height.

v.

If fixed outdoor exercise equipment is used a minimum of 20% of the
equipment pieces shall be ADA compliant.

(c) Exemptions. The recreation area requirement shall not apply to any development

that is:
i.

Located within 300 feet of a developed, public open space.

(d) For minimum setback requirements, refer to the zoning district.
6. Landscaping.
a) At a minimum, the following landscaping is required:

i.

All areas not occupied by parking, driveways, pedestrian walkways, bicycle
paths, recreation areas, buildings, structures, and hardscape shall be
landscaped.

ii.

Landscaping within the front setback area shall include one fifteen (15) gallonsized tree for each fifty (50) feet of frontage, and at least one gallon-sized shrub
for each five feet of frontage.

iii.

In addition to the required trees and shrubs, the landscaped area may also be
planted with lawn or ground cover plants. Other decorative, non-plant ground
covers may be used as long as they do not exceed twenty-five (25) percent of
this landscaped area.

iv.

Parking lot landscaping shall be provided to enhance sites and building
parking areas in compliance with the standards identified in Section
16.52.030 of this code.

v.

Where landscaping is provided, adequate irrigation and maintenance thereof
shall be provided, including replacement of dead trees, shrubs, vines or other
ground cover required pursuant to this section. A landscaping plan shall be
provided and shall include a plan for water efficient irrigation in accord with
City policy.

vi.

Plantings shall not include fire-hazardous plants. Fire-hazardous plantings, for
the purposes of this section, are defined as plants that may be biologically
prone to burn due to chemical composition (often containing volatile oils); are

City of Yreka Planning Commission
Regular Meeting September 21, 2022

17

difficult to maintain in a fire-resistant state (they accumulate dead woody
material, dead leaves, or other hazardous dead growth); they may have a
physical structure that presents challenges to routine maintenance (some
thorny or dense shrubs that accumulate dead material in locations where it is
difficult to remove); they may have a high surface area to volume ratio (such
as fine needles or lacey leaves); and, they may be prone to rapid changes in
moisture content in response to environmental conditions (they may be
adequately hydrated one day, but lose moisture within hours when exposed to
hot, dry weather).
vii.

Preferred plantings are native, drought tolerant, and pollinator friendly plant
species.

7. Accessory elements.

a) Any perimeter fencing utilized along a public street, shall be constructed of
decorative iron, pre-painted welded steel in a neutral color, or wood picket material.
b) Perimeter fencing on property boundaries adjacent to open space, agriculture, or
vacant parcels greater than one acre shall be wildlife friendly. Wildlife friendly
fencing, for the purposes of this section, shall incorporate smooth wires to prevent
injury, a height maximum of forty-two inches to facilitate leaping over, provides at
least sixteen inches of clearance between the ground and the lowest beam or wire
to allow wildlife to crawl under, has wide spacing between wires or beams to
prevent tangling, and incorporates visibility markers to alert wildlife to the presence
of an access point to traverse the fence.
c) Fences and walls shall be compatible in style and material with the main structures
on a site.
d) To avoid the monotony of long, solid walls and fences around the perimeter of
projects, variation in height, and depth is encouraged.
e) Signs, lights, and other street furniture incorporated into the design of fences and
walls are encouraged.
f) Barbed wire, electric, and chain link fencing is prohibited.
g) Fences and walls used for noise control shall be made of materials most suited for
noise reduction, and which minimize reflective sound.
h) Security fencing and gates shall be of an open type to allow for maximum visibility
of the secured area. Wrought iron and cast-iron fences are recommended for
security fences and gates for all uses.
i) No fence, wall, hedge or screen planting of any kind shall hereafter be constructed
or grown to exceed six (6) feet in height within the area encompassed by the rear
yard setback or the side yard setback to the front yard setback line, nor shall the
same exceed four (4) feet in height within the area encompassed by the front yard
setback. For all corner lots, no such fence, hedge or screen planting shall exceed
three (3) feet in height within thirty-five (35) feet from the property corner
adjacent to the intersecting streets.
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j) All fences shall be made of durable and weather-resistant materials as approved by
the city.
8. Refuse containers.

a) Provide dumpsters for garbage, recycling, and green waste containers collection
within a covered, screened enclosure design specifically for that use.
b) Shield all dumpsters within an enclosure a minimum of six feet tall. Allow adequate
size to accommodate the needed dumpsters, recycling, and green waste containers.
All enclosures and gates should be detailed to withstand heavy use. Provide wheel
stops or curbs to prevent dumpsters from banging into walls of enclosure.
c) Provide an opening so that pedestrians can access the dumpsters without opening
the large gates.
d) Provide motion sensitive lighting at trash enclosures for nighttime security and use.
e) Locate dumpster enclosures so that no dwelling is closer than 20 feet (including
those on abutting properties), or more than 100 feet from a residential unit. No
minimum distance from dwellings is required if dumpsters are located within a fully
enclosed room.
B. Building design standards
1. Building mass and articulation.
a) Building length. Buildings shall not be less than 20 feet or exceed 200 feet in width

or length on any side.

b) Façade articulation. All building facades that face or will be visible from a public

street shall include one or more of the following treatments.

i.

Exterior building walls shall vary in depth through a pattern of offsets,
recesses, or projections.

ii.

The building height shall be varied so that a portion of the building has a
noticeable change in height; or roof forms are varied over different portions of
the building through changes in pitch, plane, and orientation.

iii.

The building façades shall incorporate details such as window trim, window
recesses, cornices, belt courses, and other design elements.

c) Vertical articulation for tall buildings. In buildings of three or more stories, upper

and lower stories shall be distinguished by incorporating one or more of the
following features. These features may be applied to the transitions between any
floors, except where otherwise specified.

i.

A change in façade materials, along with a change in plane at least one inch in
depth at the transition between the two materials.

ii.

A horizontal design feature such as a water table, belt course, or bellyband.

iii.

A base treatment at the ground floor consisting of a material such as stone,
brick masonry, or other material distinct from the remainder of the façade and
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projecting at least one inch from the wall surface of the remainder of the
building.
iv.

Setting back the top floor(s) of the building at least five feet from the remainder
of the façade.

v.

Balconies and/or porches accessible by a single living unit in a staggered or
consistent pattern.

2. Façade transparency/limitation on blank walls.
a) At least 20 percent of the area of each street-facing facade of a residential building

must consist of windows, doors, portico, or other openings. No wall that faces a
sidewalk, pedestrian walkway, or publicly accessible outdoor space shall run in a
continuous plane of more than 30 feet without a window, door, or other opening.

3. Roofline

a) Minimum roof slope: 3:12.
b) Minimum roof eave overhang, twelve (12) inches.
4. Exterior theme

a) Buildings shall carry the same theme on all elevations. For the purposes of this
standard, a theme includes primary (non-accent) materials and colors.
b) Affordable units and market rate units in the same development shall be constructed
of the same or similar exterior materials and details such that the units are not
distinguishable.
5. Screening.

a) All exterior mechanical and electrical equipment shall be screened or incorporated
into the design of buildings so as not to be visible from the street. Equipment to be
screened includes, but is not limited to, all roof-mounted equipment, air
conditioners, heaters, utility meters, cable equipment, telephone entry boxes,
backflow preventions, irrigation control valves, electrical transformers, pull boxes,
and all ducting for air conditioning, heating, and blower systems. Screening
materials shall be consistent with the exterior colors and materials of the building.
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Attachment 2

CHAPTER 16.62 – OBJECTIVE DESIGN STANDARDS
16.62.010 – Purpose.
California State Senate Bill 35 (Government Code Section 65913.4) that went into effect
on January 1, 2018, requires the availability of a streamlined ministerial approval process
for multifamily residential developments in jurisdictions that have not yet made sufficient
progress toward meeting their regional housing need allocation (RHNA) as determined
by the California Department of Housing and Community Development.
Included in the streamlining process, cities are required to establish objective design
standards for multifamily residential development. SB 35 defines an objective design
standard as one that involves "no personal or subjective judgment by a public official and
is uniformly verifiable by reference to an external and uniform benchmark or criterion
available and knowable by both the development applicant… and the public official prior
to submittal."
This chapter establishes Objective Design Standards that serve as minimum
requirements for multifamily residential development in the City. Compliance with these
standards will remove subjective or discretionary review of a proposed multifamily
residential project. For any developer of a qualifying project seeking exceptions to these
standards, or any of the City’s applicable design guidelines, the City’s existing
discretionary design review process is available.
16.62.020 – Applicability
These standards are mandatory for any qualifying residential project that requests
streamlined processing and ministerial approval pursuant to state law provisions that
reference objective design standards. Qualifying residential projects are those that
comply with Government Code Section 65913.4(a).
Section 65913.4(a)(2)(C) provides that Section 65913.4 applies to areas within a
jurisdiction that is zoned for residential use or residential mixed-use development, or has
a general plan designation that allows residential use or a mix of residential and
nonresidential uses, and at least two-thirds of the square footage of the development is
designated for residential use. As such, these Objective Design Standards apply to
developments meeting these requirements within the following zoning districts: R-1, R-2,
R-3, R-A, RPO, CPO, C-2, C-H, and M-1. Section 65913.4(a)(1) defines a multifamily
development as a development that contains two or more residential units.
16.62.030 – Objective Design Standards
A. Site standards
1. Street connectivity

(a) Internal connectivity. New streets must form a continuous and linked
vehicular, cycling, and pedestrian network within the development.
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(b) Cul-de-sacs and dead-end streets. Any cul-de-sac or other dead-end street
longer than 300 feet shall be connected to other streets by a pedestrian and
cycling path.
(c) No gates/barriers. Automobile, cycling, and pedestrian access points into
multi-family residential developments shall not be gated or closed off to the
public. Bollards or other structure may be used to prevent automobile
access to pedestrian, open space, and cycling facilities.
(d) Block length/mid-block pedestrian and cyclist connections. Blocks shall not
exceed 600 feet in length, measured from street centerline to street
centerline, unless mid-block pedestrian and cyclist connections are
provided at intervals of no more than 300 feet apart. Such pedestrian and
cyclist connections shall include a walkway at least 14 feet wide.
2. Parking required.

(a) Pursuant to Government Code Section 65913.4(e), no parking shall be
required for those developments located within one-half mile of public transit
or an architecturally and historically significant historic district
(b) Pursuant to Government Code Section 65913.4(e), the maximum required
parking shall be one (1) space per dwelling unit.
(c) The required parking for bicycles shall be one (1) bicycle parking space per
dwelling unit. Bicycle parking spaces are targeted to residents, employees,
and other long-term users. Bicycle parking typically offers increased levels
of security in lit, covered, and permanently anchored locations, which are
proximate to employee or resident locations/entrances. The bicycle parking
may be accompanied or used in conjunction with storage lockers, locked
rooms or enclosure, and parking areas internal to the building.
3. Parking location and access.

(a) All parking areas shall have adequate ingress and egress to and from a
street or alley. Parking areas shall not exceed 20% of the street frontage.
Sufficient room for turning and maneuvering vehicles shall be provided on
the site. Bumper rails or other barriers shall be provided where deemed
necessary by the city to protect property.

Commented [JL1]: Data from the University of
Connecticut School of Engineering now suggests that areas
developed with a large percentage of cul‐de‐sac streets are
considerably more dangerous than traditional networks,
with 270% more fatalities in California. They also score the
lowest in terms of walkability, transit use, and greater rates
of obesity.
Commented [JL2]: Limiting the length of dead end and
cul de sac streets and requiring pedestrian connectivity
improves neighborhood walkability by creating more
network connections and allows an emergency exit in cases
of disaster evacuations. Similar to a home with only one
entrance/exit, a neighborhood constrained to one way in
and out can create unsafe situations for people trying to
seek safety.
Commented [JL3]: A bollard ensures that the pedestrian
and bike paths can be enjoyed safely without obstruction.
The bollards can be quickly collapsed in evacuations to allow
vehicle traffic to pass through.
Commented [JL4]: The proposed block length standard
prevents future development from creating neighborhoods
that are difficult to walk and do not effectively connect to
the rest of the City. A study of 24 California cities found that
as block size increased, the number of fatal crashes on local
roads roughly quadrupled. Wesley E. Marshall, Norma W.
Garrick "Street Network Types and Road Safety". The
recommendation to limit blocks to a maximum of 600 feet
and require a pedestrian and bike path in the center could
increase the number of walkable connections in future
developments.

Commented [JL5]: The proposed ordinance recommends
a minimum bicycle parking standard to ensure future
developments provide secure areas for bikes to be stored
and support bicycling as a mode of travel. Vehicle
ownership rates are substantially lower for low‐income
households; therefore, low income housing developments
that would utilize this ordinance would be more likely to
have households that need space for bike parking and other
non‐vehicular forms of transportation.

(b) Entrances and exits to parking lots and other parking facilities shall be
provided at locations approved by the city engineer and planning director.
(c) The parking area, aisles, and access drives shall be constructed with a
minimum of six-inch base and a double chip and seal so as to provide a
durable, dustless surface, and shall be graded and drained as to dispose of
surface water, with the design and specification so such work is subject to
the approval of the city engineer.
(d) The use of cluster parking spaces into small parking areas, dispersed
around the site, to avoid large, paved expanses is required.
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Commented [JL6]: These are current requirements that
are applied during the Site Plan Application process for all
commercial and multi‐housing developments.
Commented [JL7]: The recommendation of cluster
parking controls the scale of development. The use of
smaller areas avoids future housing development looking
like a commercial superstore or shopping mall.
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(e) All parking lots shall include appropriately striped spaces for standard and
compact cars as well as handicapped spaces.
(f) No parking is allowed in setback areas along project boundaries.
(g) A separation of pedestrian and cycling traffic from automobile traffic paths
is required to minimize conflict areas for safety.
(h) Walkways to connect parking lots to building entrances shall be provided.
Define walkways by landscaping, lighting and paving.
4. Parking lot lighting.

Commented [JL8]: These are current requirements that
are applied during the Site Plan Application process for all
commercial and multi‐housing developments.

(a) Light fixture design shall be compatible with the design and the use of the
principal structure on the site. Light fixtures shall be designed to meet Dark
Sky compliance including fixtures which are downward facing and full cutoff, fully shielded, or flush mounted. Lighting color should be warm in color
and not exceed 3,000 Kelvins.
(b) Incorporate placement of downward facing light fixtures into the landscape
scheme of the project. Show location and type of all exterior lights on the
landscape plans.
(c) Height of any light poles shall be appropriate for the project and surrounding
environment. Height of the light poles shall not exceed that of the main
building.
(d) Use bollard type luminaries, maximum of four feet high for pedestrian areas.
(e) Shield light sources to prevent any glare or direct illumination on public
streets, adjacent properties, or highways.
(f) All area lights shall be energy efficient type (High Pressure Sodium or
equivalent).
(g) All on-site pedestrian and automobile traffic areas shall be well lit for safety
and security.
5. Onsite outdoor recreation areas.
(a) On each multifamily development of five (5) units or more within any district,

whether such development is on a single recorded lot or on two or more
adjacent recorded lots, such development shall provide usable and
accessible open space for the recreation and outdoor living enjoyment of
the development's residents and their guests. Such open space shall not be
less than twenty-five percent (25%) of the total parcel area.

Commented [JL9]: These are current requirements that
are applied during the Site Plan Application and Building
Permit process for all commercial and multi‐housing
developments.
Commented [JL10]: The limitation of the height of
lighted bollards creates a human‐scale development that
illuminates the pedestrian walkway without creating light
pollution that could impact neighboring residential units on
and off the property. The inclusion of pedestrian oriented
lighting creates a safer walkway for residents that are return
or leaving home during nighttime hours.
Commented [JL11]: These are current requirements that
are applied during the Site Plan Application and Building
Permit process for all commercial and multi‐housing
developments.

Open space standards shall be as follows:
i. Open space may be provided in more than one location.
ii. To qualify as required open space, such area shall have no area less
than ten (10) square feet and at least fifty percent (50%) open to the
sky and free of any overhead structural or architectural projections.
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iii. Open space shall be improved. Improvements may consist of
planting areas containing living plant materials, sensory spaces,
walks, patios, swimming and wading pools, arbors, temporary and
removable shade elements, recreation equipment and facilities and
such other appurtenances as are appropriate to serve the outdoor
living needs of people.
iv. Garages, carports, open off-street parking areas, vehicular access
driveways, trash enclosures, clothes- drying yards and nonlandscaped areas shall not be included in calculating required open
space.
(b) In addition to those standards in subdivision (a), any multifamily project of

fifteen (15) or more units shall provide the following recreation area:
i.

A defined and fenced play area which may include fixed ADA play
equipment, fixed outdoor exercise equipment, ball courts, accessible
outdoor musical equipment swimming or wading pools and similar
ADA child play facilities,

ii.

The play area shall not be less than five hundred (500) square feet, or
twenty-five (25) square feet for each apartment unit, whichever is
greater.

iii.

Be visible from multiple dwelling units within the project.

iv.

Be protected from any adjacent streets or parking lots with a fence or
other barrier at least four feet in height.

v.

If fixed outdoor exercise equipment is used a minimum of 20% of the
equipment pieces shall be ADA compliant.

(c) Exemptions. The recreation area requirement shall not apply to any

development that is:
i.

Located within 300 feet of a developed, public open space.

(d) For minimum setback requirements, refer to the zoning district.
6. Landscaping.
(a) At a minimum, the following landscaping is required:

i.

All areas not occupied by parking, driveways, pedestrian walkways,
bicycle paths, recreation areas, buildings, structures, and hardscape
shall be landscaped.

ii.

Landscaping within the front setback area shall include one fifteen (15)
gallon-sized tree for each fifty (50) feet of frontage, and at least one
gallon-sized shrub for each five feet of frontage.

iii.

In addition to the required trees and shrubs, the landscaped area may
also be planted with lawn or ground cover plants. Other decorative,
non-plant ground covers may be used as long as they do not exceed
twenty-five (25) percent of this landscaped area.
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Commented [JL12]: These are current requirements that
are applied by financing agencies such as USDA, Housing
and Community Development, etc. Current Yreka multi‐
family housing developments that meet this requirement
are Siskiyou Valley Apartments, Cedar Creek Apartments,
Shadows Garden Apartments, and Shasta Courtyards.
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iv.

Parking lot landscaping shall be provided to enhance sites and
building parking areas in compliance with the standards identified in
Section 16.52.030 of this code.

v.

Where landscaping is provided, adequate irrigation and maintenance
thereof shall be provided, including replacement of dead trees, shrubs,
vines or other ground cover required pursuant to this section. A
landscaping plan shall be provided and shall include a plan for water
efficient irrigation in accord with City policy.

vi.

Plantings shall not include fire-hazardous plants. Fire-hazardous
plantings, for the purposes of this section, are defined as plants that
may be biologically prone to burn due to chemical composition (often
containing volatile oils); are difficult to maintain in a fire-resistant state
(they accumulate dead woody material, dead leaves, or other
hazardous dead growth); they may have a physical structure that
presents challenges to routine maintenance (some thorny or dense
shrubs that accumulate dead material in locations where it is difficult to
remove); they may have a high surface area to volume ratio (such as
fine needles or lacey leaves); and, they may be prone to rapid changes
in moisture content in response to environmental conditions (they may
be adequately hydrated one day, but lose moisture within hours when
exposed to hot, dry weather).

vii.

Preferred plantings are native, drought tolerant, and pollinator friendly
plant species.

7. Accessory elements.

(a) Any perimeter fencing utilized along a public street, shall be constructed of
decorative iron, pre-painted welded steel in a neutral color, or wood picket
material.
(b) Perimeter fencing on property boundaries adjacent to open space,
agriculture, or vacant parcels greater than one acre shall be wildlife friendly.
Wildlife friendly fencing, for the purposes of this section, shall incorporate
smooth wires to prevent injury, a height maximum of forty-two inches to
facilitate leaping over, provides at least sixteen inches of clearance between
the ground and the lowest beam or wire to allow wildlife to crawl under, has
wide spacing between wires or beams to prevent tangling, and incorporates
visibility markers to alert wildlife to the presence of an access point to
traverse the fence.
(c) Fences and walls shall be compatible in style and material with the main
structures on a site.
(d) To avoid the monotony of long, solid walls and fences around the perimeter
of projects, variation in height, and depth is encouraged.
(e) Signs, lights, and other street furniture incorporated into the design of
fences and walls are encouraged.
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Commented [JL13]: These are a series of requirements
that already exist for development. Municipal Code Sections
12.12.060, 16.52.030, and Chapter 11.38 are covered by
these sections. The only change is the requirement of a
fifteen (15) gallon‐sized tree instead of the current five (5)
gallon requirement. The fifteen gallon tree is a more
common standard for initial tree planting and is more
aesthetically pleasing due to the mature size.

Commented [JL14]: These regulations are recommended
to improve fire resiliency, drought tolerance, and support
native wildlife and insect species. Section vii is written as a
soft requirement meaning that it is suggested to use these
species but not required.
Commented [JL15]: This regulation is common in other
design standards to clarify to developers what type of
aesthetic or feel the city would like future development to
have. Planning Commission may amend this section to
match the preferred urban design theme or themes they
prefer.

Commented [JL16]: This regulation is recommended to
allow for passage of wildlife in cases where the
development is bordered by agriculture, timberlands, and
open spaces. This would not apply to infill properties.
Commented [JL17]: This regulation is recommended to
give variety to development in scale. It is written in a way
that it is encouraged and not required.
Commented [JL18]: These regulations are typical of
design standards to clarify to ensure fencing is compatible
with the overall development design and encourage variety
in scale and design to add aesthetic interest to the
development.
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(f) Barbed wire, electric, and chain link fencing is prohibited.
(g) Fences and walls used for noise control shall be made of materials most
suited for noise reduction, and which minimize reflective sound.
(h) Security fencing and gates shall be of an open type to allow for maximum
visibility of the secured area. Wrought iron and cast-iron fences are
recommended for security fences and gates for all uses.
(i) No fence, wall, hedge or screen planting of any kind shall hereafter be
constructed or grown to exceed six (6) feet in height within the area
encompassed by the rear yard setback or the side yard setback to the front
yard setback line, nor shall the same exceed four (4) feet in height within
the area encompassed by the front yard setback. For all corner lots, no such
fence, hedge or screen planting shall exceed three (3) feet in height within
thirty-five (35) feet from the property corner adjacent to the intersecting
streets.
(j) All fences shall be made of durable and weather-resistant materials as
approved by the city.
8. Refuse containers.

Commented [JL19]: This is the current regulation with
the addition of electric and chain link. Planning Commission
may choose to allow chain link fencing. It is recommended
that the chain link be black or green in color to blend with
the landscaping and vegetation.

Commented [JL20]: These are typical regulations found
in other design standards.

Commented [JL21]: These are the current fence
regulations.

(a) Provide dumpsters for garbage, recycling, and green waste containers
collection within a covered, screened enclosure design specifically for that
use.
(b) Shield all dumpsters within an enclosure a minimum of six feet tall. Allow
adequate size to accommodate the needed dumpsters, recycling, and
green waste containers. All enclosures and gates should be detailed to
withstand heavy use. Provide wheel stops or curbs to prevent dumpsters
from banging into walls of enclosure.
(c) Provide an opening so that pedestrians can access the dumpsters without
opening the large gates.
(d) Provide motion sensitive lighting at trash enclosures for nighttime security
and use.
(e) Locate dumpster enclosures so that no dwelling is closer than 20 feet
(including those on abutting properties), or more than 100 feet from a
residential unit. No minimum distance from dwellings is required if
dumpsters are located within a fully enclosed room.
B. Building design standards
1. Building mass and articulation.
(a) Building length. Buildings shall not be less than 20 feet or exceed 200 feet

in width or length on any side.

Commented [JL22]: These are current regulations
applied in the Site Plan and Building Permit applications.
Commented [JL23]: This regulation is recommended to
improve security around dumpsters if used during nighttime
while avoiding light pollution that could disturb residents.

Commented [JL24]: This regulation is recommended to
ensure a healthy living environment for residence of the
development. This design standard lowers the possibility of
odor, vermin, or other nuisance associated with dumpster
areas. This design standards can be found on current
developments within Yreka such as the Shadows Garden
Apartments, and Shasta Courtyards

(b) Façade articulation. All building facades that face or will be visible from a

public street shall include one or more of the following treatments.
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i.

Exterior building walls shall vary in depth through a pattern of offsets,
recesses, or projections.

ii.

The building height shall be varied so that a portion of the building has
a noticeable change in height; or roof forms are varied over different
portions of the building through changes in pitch, plane, and orientation.

iii.

The building façades shall incorporate details such as window trim,
window recesses, cornices, belt courses, and other design elements.

(c) Vertical articulation for tall buildings. In buildings of three or more stories,

upper and lower stories shall be distinguished by incorporating one or more
of the following features. These features may be applied to the transitions
between any floors, except where otherwise specified.
i.

A change in façade materials, along with a change in plane at least one
inch in depth at the transition between the two materials.

ii.

A horizontal design feature such as a water table, belt course, or
bellyband.

iii.

A base treatment at the ground floor consisting of a material such as
stone, brick masonry, or other material distinct from the remainder of
the façade and projecting at least one inch from the wall surface of the
remainder of the building.

iv.

Setting back the top floor(s) of the building at least five feet from the
remainder of the façade.

v.

Balconies and/or porches accessible by a single living unit in a
staggered or consistent pattern.

2. Façade transparency/limitation on blank walls.

Commented [JL25]: These regulations are in place to
ensure future development is designed in a way that is not
monotonous in design and gives architectural interest to the
developments.

Commented [JL26]: These regulations ensure the
building façade is not monotonous and creates architectural
interest.
Commented [JL27]: This regulation is proposed to ensure
privacy of residents of future developments.

(a) At least 20 percent of the area of each street-facing facade of a residential

building must consist of windows, doors, portico, or other openings. No wall
that faces a sidewalk, pedestrian walkway, or publicly accessible outdoor
space shall run in a continuous plane of more than 30 feet without a window,
door, or other opening.
3. Roofline

(a) Minimum roof slope: 3:12.
(b) Minimum roof eave overhang, twelve (12) inches.
4. Exterior theme

(a) Buildings shall carry the same theme on all elevations. For the purposes of
this standard, a theme includes primary (non-accent) materials and colors.
(b) Affordable units and market rate units in the same development shall be
constructed of the same or similar exterior materials and details such that
the units are not distinguishable.
5. Screening.
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Commented [JL28]: This is a current regulation enforced
in the building code to ensure adequate natural lighting for
residences. The inclusion of openings in the building façade
also breaks up the scale of the building to a human level.
This regulation prevents housing developments from
appearing like large commercial box store buildings.
Commented [JL29]: This regulation creates a consistent
roofline requirement that is similar to existing design of
residential housing in Yreka. The only exception would be
historic commercial buildings in the downtown.

Commented [JL30]: This regulation is typical of design
standards to ensure a cohesive development design and to
ensure that all units are designed and treated equally
regardless of affordability level.
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(a) All exterior mechanical and electrical equipment shall be screened or
incorporated into the design of buildings so as not to be visible from the
street. Equipment to be screened includes, but is not limited to, all roofmounted equipment, air conditioners, heaters, utility meters, cable
equipment, telephone entry boxes, backflow preventions, irrigation control
valves, electrical transformers, pull boxes, and all ducting for air
conditioning, heating, and blower systems. Screening materials shall be
consistent with the exterior colors and materials of the building.

City of Yreka Planning Commission
Regular Meeting September 21, 2022

Commented [JL31]: This is a current regulation applied
during the Site Plan and Building Permit application process.
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Attachment 3

NOTICE OF EXEMPTION
CEQA: California Environmental Quality Act

Office of Planning and Research
1400 Tenth Street, Room 121
Sacramento, CA 95814

To:

From: City of Yreka
701 Fourth St.
Yreka, CA 96097

County Clerk
510 North Main St.
Yreka, CA 96097
Project Title:

City of Yreka Municipal Code Amendment: Title 16- Zoning: Chapter 16.62 – OBJECTIVE
DESIGN STANDARDS

Project Location - Specific: City-wide
- City:
Yreka
- County: Siskiyou
Description of Nature, Purpose, and Beneficiaries of Project:
Revision of the City Zoning Ordinance to comply with state law regarding objective design
standards.
Name of Public Agency Approving Project:

City of Yreka

Name of Person or Agency Carrying Out Project: City of Yreka
Ministerial (Sec. 21080 (b) (1); 15268);
Declared Emergency (Sec. 21080 (b) (3); 15269 (a));
Emergency Project (Sec. 21080 (b) (4); 15269 (b) (c));
Categorical Exemption. Type and Section Number: Section 15061(b)(3).
Statutory Exemption. Code Number:
Reasons why project is exempt:
The City of Yreka City Council has determined that this project is exempt from CEQA as it can be seen with certainty
that there is no possibility that the proposed revisions to the City of Yreka Municipal Code would have a significant
effect on the environment. Therefore, the project is exempt pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15061(b)(3).
Lead Agency Contact Person:
Juliana Lucchesi, AICP, Planning Director
Area Code/Telephone/Extension: (530) 841-2324.
If filed by applicant:
1. Attach certified document of exemption finding.
2. Has a Notice of Exemption been filed by the public agency approving the project?
____________________________________

_______________

Signature:

Date

Signed by Lead Agency

City of Yreka Planning Commission
Regular Meeting September 21, 2022

Yes

No

_________________
Title

Date Received for Filing At OPR:
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Prepared by:

Juliana Lucchesi, Planning Director

Agenda Title:

9A. General Plan 2044 Visioning Workshop

Meeting date:

September 21, 2022

Recommended Action:
Give Direction on Yreka 2044 Vision.
Summary:
The City of Yreka is updating the city’s General Plan. An important step to the
update process is to develop a new vision for the next twenty years. The city did
not develop a vision for 2022 as part of the current General Plan; therefore, the
city is starting from the beginning with visioning. This workshop will evaluate the
existing data collected as part of the General Plan update, discuss additional
public outreach, and draft an initial vision for future consideration.
Background:
The General Plan is the city’s guiding planning document that addresses state
mandated topics such as land use, safety, and conservation and community
specific goals. The community goals are expressed by the public, Planning,
Commission, and City Council during the General Plan update process and
through visioning. The visioning process is the most important stage of the General
Plan update because it communicates the community’s goals, desires, and ideals
for the future. This vision gives context to the Planning Department on the direction
that the goals, policies, and programs of the various Elements of the General Plan.
Visioning is the process of drafting a shared community statement about the
future of that community. A vision statement is developed is the end product of
this process. Creating a community vision may include the following:
• Expanded outreach to all members of the community, including public
agencies and local residents
• Looking back to identify past challenges and accomplishments
• Examining current data and emerging data trends
• Considering future issues, challenges, and goals
A vision statement can take a number of forms. The statement can be one to two
sentences, a narrative of what the future looks like, or a list of guiding principles.
Regardless of form, the visioning statement can include:
• Positive and present‐tense language
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• Qualities and terms that invoke or explain the City’s uniqueness
• Language and ideas inclusive of all persons in the City’s diverse
population
• High standards for excellence and achievement
• A focus on people and their quality of life
• A schedule or time period associated with it
Here are several examples of other city vision statements:
Fort Bragg, California
Fort Bragg is a small town with a strong sense of community that seeks to
preserve its natural beauty while providing exceptional public facilities and
infrastructure, safe streets, and a well-planned framework for sustainable
development and prosperity.
Fairfax, Virginia
Fairfax City is a 21st century community where innovation and sustainability
drive the robust, local economy. It is a livable, walkable city where citizens
of all ages and abilities have convenient and safe access to the natural
and built environment.
City of Cottonwood, Arizona
The City of Cottonwood is committed to a vibrant future by providing its
residents, businesses and visitors with the most favorable life experience,
from our core values, to our comprehensive community infrastructure, to
our precious and beautiful natural resources, to our visionary but
sustainable growth. We will continue to provide the best possible resources
that a healthy community needs to survive and thrive, and will vigilantly
protect and honor our traditions and history while embracing the
innovation and diversity needed for our most rewarding future. We will
continue to celebrate and nurture our role as the premier wine community
of the Arizona wine industry, promoting its greatest growth and health by
shaping our city as its leading champion so that it can serve as the state’s
central hub and clear focal point for this valuable product, resource and
culture.
Public Engagement:
Public engagement is essential to visioning. The Planning Department has
deployed a number of public outreach tools to collect input that include a
visioning survey, open house events, direct stakeholder outreach, and
consultation with local agencies. The visioning survey was closed in May of 2022
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but reopened to allow for additional time until the end of November 2022. The
results of the survey so far are attached for Planning Commission consideration.
Planning Commission Discussion:
The Planning Commission are asked to discuss the following:
1. Are there additional groups that should be consulted in the visioning
process that have not been engaged?
2. Is there enough data to begin the vision drafting process?
3. What additional information, if any, should the Planning Department seek
to help with the visioning process?
4. What is the Commission’s initial thoughts on a vision for Yreka in 2044?
Attachments:
1. Visioning Survey Results
2. Visioning Workshop Results
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Attachment 1
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Q17 - Yreka is a small, rural town. What does "rural" mean to you and
what makes Yreka different from urban cities?
Being able to go in toI stores with my dog. Neighbors have chickens. Country, home veggie gardens, horses,
cattle, 4-H. Land.
rural is not city. Rural is more land than town
Rural means low population and some inaccessibility of some services
Close knit community with family values
We have beautiful areas of camping hiking swimming! Pur area is filled with lakes and rivers. Away from the noise
of honking horns siren and lights.
It's easy to get around, easy to park. Some things, though, you need to go elsewhere for - like Medford or
Ashland.
Again, small town vibe.
Rural = small population per land mass, limited availability or no popular resources or services, high prices due to
low volume consumption of few resources, much less vehicular traffic
Nothing , there's crimes and drugs just on a smaller scale than bigger city's
To me rural means small in size and population.
"Rural" no longer exists in the modern world of the internet. We have no identity/culture as a community and no
mode of general communication or engagement. We are also on the I-5 corridor which brings a tremendous
opportunity to shine - which we do NOT. We need to have confidence in our leadership, pride in our community,
kindness toward one another and honesty about our real issues. Our "culture" does not promote healthy eating,
physical activity, academic achievement, entrepreneurship, civic engagement or cooperation at ANY age or in
ANY part of of our "community". Without these things - we will continue our downward spiral.
rural means countryside
low population, lack of opportunity for teenagers and ambitious entrepreneurs
Unfortunately this is being blurred by the current issues with homelessness and crime. Rural means safe. Rural
means kids can go to the parks without parents worrying about crime, drugs, needles, etc. Rural means teachers
who know their classes and their families and teach values along with the curriculum. Yreka is becoming less and
less "rural" by the day and if something is not done soon it will become a small "urban" city.
Small mountain ranching population with friendly tight-knit community, all inclusive, but not exploited...ie illegal pot
grows.
Rural to me means small number of people where many of the households live outside the city limits on many
acres and not on small lots.
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The main difference is that there is now very limited shopping of all kinds and not much for kids to do.
Rural means in the country. I don’t think Yreka really qualifies. Yreka is a small freeway town.
Right now we have a lot of cute ma and pa shops in yreka. Things you don’t see In the bigger city.
Easy to get around. No traffic.
Rural. County living. When you go into to town, you want to get as much done as you can because you might not
be back for a few days, or a week.
A rural town is a gathering spot. It's there where you might see your neighbor, who's hard to see when 100+ acres
seperate you.
In urban cities people go to the store for 1 little thing. They can walk to the store, too. They walk to the store just
to get out of the house.
Rural: Since our old home was on a dirt road in the forest, without mail delivery, we get a chuckle out of calling
Yreka "rural". In a small town like Yreka, you get to know a large number of people. Residents encounter the
same people all over town - in places of business, neighborhoods, churches & schools. This constant contact
strengthens relationships between neighbors, forming strong bonds.
Yreka vs. Urban Cities: The depth and strength of relationships in Yreka creates a close-knit community. Yrekans
cant trust one another, so they support one another in tough times. How different this is from city life where most
people do not know their next-door neighbors!
Yreka Business vs. Big Box Stores: In Yreka, if I shop locally or hire a contractor, I am likely to see him or her
many times in the future. Consequently, local businesses must be honest and perform quality work if they hope to
survive. In Yreka, a bad reputation is fatal. So, I have more confidence in a Yreka business than I would a big box
store or national chain.
Yreka is experiencing big city problems already. Our rural community is already going away. The crime from the
drug wars and addicts have taken our rural city away.
Rural reminds me of history but technically a small town out in the country. But if you want the city to grow, its
hard to keep considering yreka "rural"
Size generally. Rural most recognize each other even they they don't know each other and they smile and talk to
each other.
Urban. The town has grown. Not many people recognize those around them and very little Interaction between
residents. Communities have become private and closed off....no longer function as one now.just as i.dividusl or a
lot of separate groups. Kids don't I Tera t as much, more inter kid issues and problems and more crime.
It's not as busy as other cities. Less road congestion, but also fewer opportunities to access resources, shopping,
and things to do other than recreational activities.
We can be small better inclusive community and educated
Rural is where you go to the store and see people you know. It’s where people contribute to the community. They
connect with each other and look out for one another.
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Houses have yards. You know your neighbors and trust them.
Rural means less population, and unfortunately lack of resources and opportunities. Not much school choice, job
training or higher education options. I have a high schooler in my home and finding career options after high
school is difficult in a rural area compared to urban cities.
Rural means farms and ranches right outside the city limits and public ground beyond that where I go to play in
one form or another.
Urban cities is traffic, so much that it dictates whether or not you can go out at certain times of the day. Rush hour
in Yreka is less stress than the playgrounds at school.
Yreka has a heart of gold and that's something anyone can appreciate.
Lack of opportunity. no industry.
Rural means that agricultural uses are supported around the town: ranching, forestry, etc. Rural also means less
densely populated.
Rural to me means that people tend to have farms or ranches and that it’s hard to have things like restaurants
and entertainment.
Small town
Friendly
Yreka is unique because of its proximity to the diverse Klamath Mountain. With only a short drive you can
experience beautiful lakes, wild rivers, and spectacular valleys.
Rural to me means hearing gunshots from my front yard when people shoot targets at the top of Humbug. It
means kids on dirt bikes riding through city streets to get to their favorite trails just outside city limits. It means
waving to at least one person, whether I know them or not, on my morning walk to get coffee…and then again to
someone else on my way back. It means being able to call the ice cream truck to make sure my child was able to
chase them down after hearing their music a block or two away. It means being able to identify the kid in the
security camera who made a choice that negatively effected someone else. All of these things make Yreka
different from urban cities.
Rural - still a livable area. Low density within a pristine environment.
Population interspersed while maintaining natural areas, small shade and grass areas to break up the long, ugly
Main Street.
Interesting barriers to block the freeway views of Main Street.
Professional Murals of historical interest interspersed on buildings.
Enhanced photograghs of miners and mining as murals.
Trees and small park-like breaks.
More trees. On groups, not rows.
Tall trees with shrub plantings.
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Rural means less traffic, lower housing costs, friendly atmosphere, fewer people.
Dumb asses everywhere
Lower population. Closer knit ties within the community. People know each other for better and for worse.
Rural to me, means a town with more space, views, an understanding of country lifestyle (such as the
surrounding agriculture and timber industries). It’s pretty much a given that you’ll see more trucks (which require a
little bigger parking space), trailers, that many people who have enough acreage will want to have a couple of
animals, chickens, garden, that many residents will value access to hiking and bike trails, because they value
rural lifestyles.
Rural means country to mean. More mom and pop stores less corporate chains
Yreka lacks medical specialists, lacks entertainment, no movies theater, no swimming pool, Covid has closed too
many resturants
Less traffic
Rural=remote
Yreka is different from urban cities by being on interstate 5
Rural means country living to me vs urban which is city dwelling
You're likely to have a mutual connection with anyone you run into.
Rural to me means a small population and with ample outdoor space.
Yreka differs from urban areas in many ways:
- Fewer people
- Less traffic
- More outdoor rec opportunities (hiking/biking/kayaking/rafting all relatively nearby)
- More politically conservative
- Less crime/safer schools
- Cleaner air
Rural to me, is defined by population density. The population density of Yreka is rural and therefore less dense in
population than an urban city. Urban cities offer infrastructure to support its population. Yreka is limited by budget,
mindset, and workforce to provide many aspects that an urban city can.
Easy access to outdoor activities
too small
not much going on
middle of nowhere
rural is typically agricultural land, ranches, farming, etc.
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lack of choices which is ok, light traffic and few traffic lights. I wish I could say lack of homelessness and
assistance for those with mental health issues but that is not yhe case.
Slower paced, everyone knows most everyone
Less of the fast pace lifestyle you get in the city, everyone knowing who each other are! What to expect from
everyone as a person!
Not big city issues such has smog lots of traffic, & crime
Limited job opportunities and not great for young people.
No smog, not a lot of traffic
lots of area with farmland between Yreka and Mt. Shasta. Small town
Rural is related to a country way of life with a small population and open space. I think of urban as being on the
outside of larger cities and more densely populated with single-family homes, multifamily homes, condos,
business strips, and large shopping centers. What makes Yreka different is that business area is located in one
area, housing and living are in other areas. Some residential areas have been encroached on and transformed
into small offices i.e. Fourth Street in back of G&G hardware and Rite Aid.
Community of similar values
No traffic!
Rural is when you recognize a lot of the people who live here and care about how they are doing...even if you
don't know them. Stronger community values. Agriculture matters. More peace and safety is expected. We don't
have traffic jams. And we expect more freedom and less government micromanagement.
The vast natural beauty. Connecting with the dirt, farms and lands to produce life sustaining independent means
while having the ability to freely buy, trade, sell and small business built off hard work and grit. maintaining the
natural flora and fauna for future gens. Sustainability, working together with smaller community. Family oriented.
Helping one another. Working together to empower and lift one another up. Being willing to serve, help and give
back to the community in whatever talents or skills I have. Everyone knows one another. Tight knit
For me, rural means minimal traffic, ready access to outdoor activities, clean air and getting to know people in a
way that is often difficult in bigger cities. I feel Yreka fulfills all of these except the latter. I feel it is really difficult to
meet new people and make new friends here. I'm not sure if city planning can help with that, but it would be
delightful if that were possible!
More likelihood of knowing people
Humility
Caring
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A small population surrounded by active agriculture and open space. Traffic is minimal and it’s safe for
pedestrians and bicycles. It used to be that crime was low here compared to urban cities but it no longer feels that
way.
Rural means peace and quiet to me. Grew up in the San Francisco peninsula and moved to Siskiyou Co. in 1975.
Love country life and all it has to offer.
Not a large city, its in the country, out of large city area. Used to be a nice area to live and raise children, people
are moving out of the area because there is really nothing to keep them here, its just not the Yreka it used to be.
Rural means connected with natural surroundings and a land-based lifestyle and economy that is in balance or
sustainable long term. Development is spread lightly or grouped in neighborhoods and small towns around local
business and community features. People maintain good relations with each other and are invested in the future
of their area.
Not many stores or shops.
able to stand up on our own, with out the help of the state.
Rural means small but not boring.
There is less conveniences and more mom pop stores.
Rural to me means an area that derives the majority of income from rural enterprises such as ranching and
farming. Urban areas derive income from manufacturing, commercial, tourism, educational, medical, and
government. Yreka is becoming more urban despite our rural setting. As we learned during the pandemic when
many people were forced to work from home online, rural areas can now become more urban. We need more
manufacturing and commercial enterprises to make Yreka financially stronger. I believe we can do this and still
retain our rural flavor and setting.
No freeways, open spaces, clear skies, clean air, beautiful natural viewsheds, neighborliness, single-family
dwellings with few multi-family dwellings, people are producers of wealth, ranchers, farmers, miners, loggers
Traffic: traffic is not a problem - easy to drive across town
Community connections: Small population where we tend to know a lot of people (i.e. difficult to go to the store
without seeing someone you know)
Government connections: More connection to the local government - we generally know one or more of our
representatives and can call them to voice concerns
Open Space: Lots of views and open space without having dense, tall buildings
Less Stress: Small towns do not have some of the major problems that urban areas have (e.g. gangs, gun
violence, traffic, population density)

People talk to each other and look out for each other.
No racially separated areas, large percentage of the population born here or moved here during childhood many
multi-generation families
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I would call Montague and Fort Jones rural towns but I think Yreka is becoming more urban and that to me is a
good thing. After all, the I five freeway runs right up the middle of us, we have a beautiful YMCA and we will soon
have a fantastic swimming facility and a beautified Main Street, thanks to Corey and Joan for stepping up! We are
also in the heart of a magnificent recreational area. (Too many to list)
Lack of resources but an abundance of land and natural resources.
Low population density:
Allows citizens to become more familiar with their neighbors, and to more easily understand and work with them
to make their community the best possible.
Rural setting:
Yreka's wonderful air quality, dark nighttime starry skies, surrounding hills, mountains, open spaces, and its
streams offer a human respite and wildlife habitats that are not available within large cities. These connections
with the infinitely complex order of nature are becoming more rare and precious every day.
No hustle and bustle. People are happy to engage with one another
Sparce population and nearby forests and farmlands. Traditional common sense values still exist here.
Rural means small, under developed, country atmosphere.
No traffic
Low population density
Rural means to me is the facted that not alot of people. I like that nice and quit Low Crime just about everybudy is
nice.Not alot of traffic.
small town atmosphere, surrounding area, Norther California location
I am not so sure anymore. There was a time when everyone knew everyone not so much now. Crime has
increased, homeless problems increased some city problems but on a smaller scale.
Rural means out of town properties. The size and individuality of the area is unique.
Close knit
Open spaces and land
Mellow pace for the day-to-day living. Rural means you know your neighbors and individuals are kinder and more
welcoming.
Directly tied to agriculture; ag is a part of how landscapes are managed for the benefit of all citizens
It’s a working landscape where people live and work with the land. Low population density and abundance of
open space. It fosters community because we have to work together to navigate problems that arise without the
same availability of services and resources as larger towns.
No large shopping facilities, wide open spaces, natural resources and great people to manage them
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Rural means a place that is either isolated or sparsely populated. Yreka is different in that it does not have all the
amenities of a larger town
no sprawl (limited), no close neighboring cities, limited industry/manufacturing
Rural means out in the country, where ranching and agriculture are main industries. We are a mountainous rural
city. We need to promote our proximity to our natural resources for visiting. Because out city's income is less than
a larger city or a metropolis, Yreka needs to be fiscally frugal; but not to the point of neglecting our infrastructure.
Our city needs to encourage and support diversity, needs to educate all our citizens of the harm and dangers of
racism.
Rural is small not a lot to offer but the basic.
Distance from more populated, commercialized areas.
We have lower population and less commercialization.
We don’t need to grow. We need to continue to be a home, that can sustained.
Less people, less traffic, the downside is less to do and less places to shop
To me it means small and out of the big cities. Everyone basically knows everyone. We are a closer community
because of that.
Countryside vs urban …
We need to get back to that countryside feeling. We used to have it but it’s been gone for quite some time. We’ve
lost that quaint feeling! The whole town needs to be cleaned up!
"Rural" means that it offers what urban cities don't, mostly referencing social and cultural differences. Rural
indicates to me that everybody knows everybody, that roots run deep, folks are proud of their town, their bluecollar work ethic, and value tradition over progress. Folks help people in need, we are independent. Growing up
here, transients/homelessness and drugs were not nearly as prevalent, and those two topics are drowning our
town of the value which it has held for years. Kids used to be able to go out and participate in activities across
town unattended; now, I wouldn't let my kids walk from YHS to Jackson Street unattended because of the
transient population and drug problems. Those used to be, and should only be, urban problems. Not having those
problems is what made Yreka so great.
Small town with a country living influence
Rural to me means: not a lot of big box stores. slower pace.
You know everyone no chain buisness
Rural means we are not close to any major cities. We have less pollution and greater access to outdoor
recreation. We also have fewer job opportunities and less access to medical services.
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Small with less resources and less options for kids as far as extra curricular activities such as bowling, and more
sport opportunities like tennis for younger kids and acting etc and no pool especially indoor so they can swim year
round.
Rural is small but also country with farms, ranches, and rustic charm.
The dictionary defines "rural" as in, relating to, or characteristic of the countryside rather than the town. So I
wouldn't describe Yreka as a "rural" town, but a small town.
Prior to the last few years, Yreka was different from urban cities, in that it didn't have "urban blight" ~ today it
does. Homeless camps, trash and panhandling. People could leave their doors unlocked and cars and other
property were not stolen from their own driveway. We are quickly becoming filled with urban blight.
Low population and a great distance from a densely populated area.
Rural… trees, creeks, rivers, mountains…
Rural mean less developed. It means ‘mom and pop’ stores, boutiques.
Rural means ‘people supported’ - we take care of each other, the government doesn’t take care of us.
Rural means sweet down town homes, neighborhood parks, people coming together. It also means family farms,
family businesses, where we haven’t forgotten what ‘working the land’ means, being connected to the land that
feeds us and shelters us.
Rural means a little backwards, in a good way. Note - the casino and Walmart do nothing for Yreka’s image of
‘rural’ - but it does provide entertainment and goods.
Rural means ranch land and beautiful scenery. Quiet and simple.
Rural to me means small, country community away from large cities. Small communities. Lots of ranches, horses,
farming, and cattle.
Rural community to me is typically a small and close knit community who work together and generally support
small businesses in the community.
Less traffic, fewer services, lacks medical care available in urban cities, few job opportunities
Rural means a focus on agricultural activities. There is space, privacy, less crime, less craziness, quietnes
s, ability to see the night sky.
We live in a county with a lot of things to enjoy in the outdoors.
Where neighbors look out for each other and take care of the community they live in.
Deep roots, small population. Stronger communities better chances for stronger relationships.
Small town feeling, no airports or major shopping centers. One hour drive to nearest major city.
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spread out with lots of space - close to forests and camping
people live and work on the land - as well as all support services. less congestion and population than a city
no services, no housing, poor healthcare
small, country friendly
I can be "out of town" within 5 min drive to wide open spaces
family values, small town feeling, everyone knows everyone, and the community helps one another out.
rural usually means low population density, as well as a smaller footprint, not meant to be a heavily populated
town. I love Yreka's Quarters! Maybe Spruce up Miner Street!
Same as above
Rural means not a big city will all the congestion and feeling of busyness and traffic and uncaring.
We retain the small town atmosphere.
Rural to me means small population, low traffic, friendly neighbors (everyone knows each other), and community.
In the face of issues, hazards, or disasters, the community comes together to help one another. It's also weary of
changes or new things coming to the community, less up on the times type things.
Rural to me means less amenities and access to services/goods. We are the poster city for "closed on Sunday",
not enough people/activity to warrant or support longer business hours and providing of more goods. That being
said there is also not a lot of industry creating jobs.
Population of about 7,700 people.
Service can have the "personal touch" because you may see the same people around town, or be related to
them, or have mutual friends.
A city where you can walk from one end of town to another in one day.
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Q17 - The City is creating a vision for the City of Yreka in 2044. A vision
is an image of the future that is inspirational, motivational, and captures
the community's hopes and dreams. What is your vision for Yreka in the
next twenty years? What do the people look like? What kind of
businesses are here? What do people do for work or fun?
Yreka is unique from the other small towns in Siskiyou County as it currently has a few of the amenities that a
larger town has. Some of the draw to Yreka is that it has some businesses that can not be found anywhere else in
the county. Yreka does not have the natural tourism draw like a Mt. Shasta or Ashland, however it is located next
to a major freeway, has a historic downtown with potential, and is conveniently located near many great outdoor
recreational opportunities. Yreka could leverage additional larger businesses such as Trader Joe's, Chipotle,
Ross, In-n-out, etc to pull people off the freeway and into the town to explore, attract younger citizens by providing
job opportunities and hopefully helping fuel downtown development and small business success, while providing
an attractive place to live, work, shop, and play. Yreka can still keep its rural small town identity while allowing
some growth by keeping businesses areas located near where they are currently at the south and north ends of
town, and utilizing and updating existing unoccupied buildings.
More bike paths and separate bike paths for electric bikes. Have electric golf carts to get around town. More
mountain biking paths to Grenada, Fort Jones, and Hornbrook so people can commute to work safely. Much
better Emergency Room-seen by a real doctor within 10 minutes! More specialty doctors on staff. Encourage
people to reroof buildings-tax breaks? Homes painted and yards kept up. Neighborhood block parties.
Homeless shelter and transitional housing. Job training/help getting jobs, Drug rehab. MUCH more drug
prevention in high school and more indentured to do well in school. Parents to stop giving kids drugs to sell at the
high school. More teen and junior high programs. More summer programs and employment training for youth in
summers. Mentoring by senior citizens. Reading programs senior citizens with Elementary students. Teen
centers, More music, dance and theater.
Plan for prisoners when released from prison and monitoring-help them with housing, jobs, stay off drugs, and
help transitioning back into society. More college scholarships. More businesses coming to town-Home Depot,
Costco etc.
More emphasis on teaching kindness in schools, teaching behavior-how yo get along with others. Less or no
more bullying. Both at school and adults! Mandatory Parenting classes for EVERY student.
Free health club, swimming pools-indoors. More public transportation that is safe and easy to use.
So like I mentioned on previous page. More tourist events like wine and beer crawls, bsuinesses open on the
weekend, vendors and expos, and concerts
Some growth, more entertainments, more cultural and racial diversity would be a plus. Small businesses well
supported would be good. The public pool and sculpture park will be a great addition. A movie theater of some
sort would be nice. Paying buskers and other artists, (poets, youth, crafters) to perform in a public space would be
nice
We need more fun eateries in Yreka. Places where families can gather. A sports park would be great. Boutique
shops downtown. Fill up the empty buildings and fix the main roads. Make it a fun place to be in.
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It has to grow or die that is a fact of life. The people are already are more likely to ignore you than 20 years ago.
Everyone loves to go out to eat maybe more healthy family owned food establishments decent prices?
I would like to see Main Street as a boulevard - with islands in the middle with trees. This would improve the look
and the feel of a major thoroughfare and make it easier for pedestrians to cross the street.
I would like to see the Greenway plan completed.
I’d like to see more housing, help for the homeless population and a more vibrant Miner St.
Small town in local population but big in seasonal event tourist events and outdoor recreation opportunities. A
FRIENDLY inclusive welcoming community mindset that really accepts "different strokes for different folks!"
People look like everything in every variety: western wear, organic farm wear, outdoorsy rec gear, colorful, ...
happy!
Businesses: Customer service call center and warehouse distribution center low noise and land impact type
businesses for local jobs. Dining varieties to include non-meat options without criticism. Trade school within COS
for training electricians, plumbers, well tech, HVAC, etc. to help the state trades industry. Local products
distribution source (co-op?) for other local stores to source. Local governance cooperation with local small
businesses (government employees actually "help/guide" business owners).
Fun: biking, hiking, horsing, ... outdoor recreation self-service and organized tours. Eco-rec with farming and
ranching programs with local government support (insurance compliance, etc.). Community recreation center with
courts, fields, pool.
I would love to see the small town charm come back . The down home feeling. I would love to see the city do
something about the drug issues and the crime rate that comes with it . Do something about the homeless and
the mental issues that are eating this beautiful place . But as long as Yreka is in California I don't think that's
possible. And that's why I'm planning on leaving the state . I came here to retire in the natural beauty of this area
but it's not feasible to live in this crime infested area and the city can't fix it with the government of California and
there lax law inforcement.
In the next twenty years I envision Yreka as a community that is diverse and rich in resources for children and
families. Resources that would address the needs of the community in unique and creative ways. A community
that it’s residents feel safe to live in and where members feel welcome. The people in this community are
transparent and seek to build a stronger community by working on the future through the youth. I see a
community full of businesses that provide safe spaces for young and old, with events and activities that embrace
the beauty of the outdoors that surrounds us and cultivates experiences that can be unique to this town. Where
families can find affordable safe housing and quality activities for all to enjoy. Where there is diversity in what the
community offers and places to shop and invest more money into our town. A complex or community center to
provide enrichments and activities for sports, arts and outdoors. A community where the Yreka schools feel safe
and top quality education is offered.
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My dream would be to have a collaborative communication between the County and the City - as well as all other
"support services". We need higher standards in our schools, we need leadership that convenes, connects,
informs, makes bold decisions and has a vision that is dynamic.....without nepotism, fear of change, failure to
address REAL issues that are NOT going away (but - in fact - getting worse) and is actually CAPABLE at making
sound financial decisions. We would to embrace tourism. We need to hold the EDC - and any other publicly
funded "growth driver" accountable for stifling expansion. We would welcome large employers. We would have
adequate housing for low, median and higher income families. We would have a plan that realistically addresses
homelessness. We would have Youth Sports and Programs to keep kids active and engaged. We would have the
technology infrastructure to support world-class individuals staying longer than stopping to get gas and use the
restroom on their way through.
I would like to see Yreka adopt a realistic vision for the town. While it is beloved by many, conversations about the
“Golden City” often include laments about its current condition and nostalgia about the “bygone days.”
I believe the city would benefit from focusing on being an ideal “stop off” as opposed to a destination. Not every
town needs to be the destination. Yreka could be a celebrated “must stop” stop off for I-5. Bringing day and single
night visitors to town could benefit small businesses without overwhelming the city’s aging infrastructure.
I hope in 2044 that there will be more affordable housing in the community. In order for this to be accomplished
new housing will need to be constructed. This will require that city and county permitting adopt better and more
clear processes.
To stimulate new home construction, I would like to see the city and county advocate in Sacramento (state
legislature) for a five to ten year exemption from new home construction requiring solar, fire suppression systems
and electric car parking. These requirements immediately increase the cost of building a home by $75-$80k. In
many cases this makes the prospect of building unattainable for many.
I believe revitalizing downtown Miner Street (which is already beginning) will be important to attracting stop-off
travelers as well as long term residents.
As more and more people have the freedom to work-from-anywhere, developing Yreka into a place where people
want to spend their free time and their resources will be important.
Maintaining a rural feel while providing access to important features like high speed internet, reliable wireless
service and access to quality healthcare are vital to attracting and maintaining a functional community.
In order to attract new long term residents and to keep the ones we have, it is imperative to support key
organizations and non-profits like the hospital, hospice and the YMCA. These organizations provide for the care
and well being of our community and employ hundreds of people who inject millions of dollars into our local
economy.
tourism destination. business for family enjoyment. tourism activities. there is a guy who promotes the county on
social media for a while now. website campsiskiyou.com
tourism, the camp siskiyou guy does a good job promoting the county on social media. the website is easy to use
and provides information for travelers
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A community were people know each other, help each other, and work together for the benefit of the city. The
people are friendly, kind, and helpful to others. Businesses revolve around tourism and utilizing the areas
abundant natural resources for recreation. People spend time in the mountains and hopefully have new
businesses that cater to recreation in and around town.
Keep it small housing obviously needs to be addressed, but keep it small. Make Yreka a destination: great venue
to showcase our assets: ranching, recreation, creativity. So much talent here with mo way of showcasing, except
a fair once a year. Farmers markets are great, but expose on a larger scale at festivals for hikers, bikers, ATV,
snow/water sports, runners (half marathons) hunting/fishing. We HAVE it ALL here. Have expos and festivals to
draw tourism. Burton Ranch packing my family in to the Marbles is how I ended up here. Keep it rural, tight-nite
community, but give people a reason to visit and spend their money here.
I hope Yreka adds jobs - and not just government jobs. So much of the employment opportunities rely on
government funding, which is not sustainable. With jobs will come younger families with income to spend locally.
For this to happen something needs to be done with housing; making it affordable to rent and to buy. In order to
entice people to move here there will need to be things for families to do. Restaurants that are open past 9:00
p.m., shops that are open on the weekends and during lunch hours, inside event locations that can hold more
than 150 people.
I don't foresee much change. Sadly, this is an area of generational poverty and the under educated have no
reason, or the means to relocate. The pandemic has take a tole, especially among children who will be one or two
years behind in education from which they may never recoup. Scary to think that in twenty years from now they
will be adults.
So, I see mainly service business', the Forest Service, various other governmental agencies supporting this area.
Yreka needs to encourage small clean businesses.
Tattoo parlors and dispensaries are NOT what I think we need. Yes, I am getting old, but they bring in riff raff.
We need to encourage things like the ball park that they have in Medford. A nice well kept small golf course and
driving range. Yes, a city pool the kids can walk to…(I would NEVER let my kids walk past a homeless shelter or
across town and under the freeway to go to the pool! The Y location is a horrible, terrible idea!!)

It would be nice to revamp some of the abandon buildings. But rent for some of those places is ridiculous. The old
grocery store next to sears would be a great family attraction. Like roller skating rink and arcade, great place for
birthdays, theme nights. Fix the old movie theater. Let something other then Walmart be here. Maybe target.
I would hope we will be more diverse and have a bigger population. I think virtual jobs will continue to be a huge
part of our economy. The population will be here to enjoy the outdoors.
Yreka could be a darling historic town with lots of small shops. A central downtown open gathering area for music
and venues.
The people are outdoorsy people who love to hike, ski, raft, photography, ride horses, cycling, rodeo. They're here
for the scenery. They may be tech savvy and working remotely or having amazing horse ranches.
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People will feel proud to visit or live in Yreka! The downtown historic and business districts will be revitalized!
Homeless persons receive needed services without creating blight.
There is an island off the coast of Ireland, once a thriving fishing village, in danger of becoming a ghost town. The
young people were moving away due to lack of jobs. Does this sound familiar? To revitalize the economy without
creating sprawl, they installed the best high speed internet available and began a campaign to actively recruit
young families with ecommerce/remote jobs. This entrepreneurial approach is revitalizing their economy & their
town.
Our family relocated to Yreka for the natural beauty, the small-town culture, and to be near relatives. We were
able to do this because we work remotely. Think about it. We are pumping thousands of dollars into the local
economy every year without adding to urban sprawl. It's the best way forward.
Local business is the backbone of Yreka's economic success. There is so much room to grow! Attracting remote
workers boosts the economy - may family would patronize new Yreka restaurants and stores tomorrow - if
someone would just build them!
Instead of breaking virgin land on the outskirts of town, cut the red tape on utilizing existing vacant buildings.
Make it easier for small businesses to open. A revitalized downtown will draw more foot traffic form locals and
tourists.
I've noticed that the most successful businesses in town offer a variety of services. The new document storage
business on Broadway is an example of a similar successful model:
Resale stores with a large ecommerce presence, for example, can store inventory in one part of a historic building
wile operating a small storefront that serves foot traffic.
A "Regis" or "sandbox" office sharing center, located in the downtown district, would provide e-business
entrepreneurs with the infrastructure they need.
Destination tourism - businesses that capitalize on local history while providing tours, hands-on learning, or
showcasing local products will bring tourism.
An outdoor adventure sports themed establishment on Miner Street could sell a used snowboard, book a fly
fishing guide for the Klamath, and purchase a used mountain bike - this is a partnership model of business, which
find is success by providing a single venue for multiple vendors to tap the needs of locals & tourists alike.
Bring 5 Mary's (Ft. Jones) or Denny Bar (Etna) to Miner Street!
Invite fast food favorites In-N-Out Burger &/or Chic-Fil-A to town. This is the perfect spot for travelers - halfway
between Redding and Medford.
Yreka is not Ashland. We are not Mt. Shasta or Weed. Historically, we were a gold mining and logging town, the
"capital" of the State of Jefferson movement. At the heart of this cultural heritage lies a tradition of fierce
independence and respect for personal liberty and natural rights.
School boards must be transparent and respectful. Parental oversight of curriculum and school programs is
essential. The schools work for Yreka families, not the other way around. The importance of parental choice is
evident in the variety of charter schools located in the town.
Yreka's young adults require further opportunities for trade/technical education so they can find skilled work in
town that enables them to raise their families here.
Yreka is not another pot shop town with rainbow flags and crystals on every corner. Outside cultural pressures on
local businesses only sends a one-sided message which in the name of tolerance and diversity intimidates and
"cancels" opposing views. This is the real "toxic culture", the epitome of hypocrisy. Yreka is the historical and
cultural capital of the "State of Jefferson". Respect for our town's heritage and the Bill of Rights is vital to our
future.
Locate government and non-profit resources for the homeless near transportation hubs and away from schools,
historic neighborhoods & businesses. The people of Yreka give so much to the homeless to help them transition
into productive and fulfilling lives. Yet the people of Yreka are forced to deal with dangerous people, filth, and
blight everywhere. This is unjust and it undermines our efforts to revitalize the infrastructure and economy.
Outdoor activities - skiing, watersports, fishing/hunting, mountain biking, hiking, equestrian trails. Great for locals
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Continue to support opportunities for youth sports. Revitalize the Ringe Pool complex. Seek corporate and

philanthropic funding for improvements.
Growth of new businesses expands the customer base. An expanded tourism industry (due to adventure sports
businesses and a thriving downtown district) also increase demand for more restaurants and cultural events (like
performing arts and music events). Revitalize community special events that draw tourist $.
Highlight Yreka gems like the Siskiyou County Museum, for example, with its beautiful outdoor museum is a
wonderful venue where inexpensive, summer evening outdoor concerts and special events may be held. This
Costco
would
In
and bring
out the community together in recreation.
El Pollo Loco
Panera
Trader Joe's
Bagel shop
Little Cesar
Cannabis shop
Fun
Music festival
U pick strawberry field
enhance the rural small town qualities. This used to be an old mining town. Cater to that business. People want
go get out of the big cities and visit small towns.
In hopes for yreka in 20 or so years, it would be nice to see it grow and thrive with the main key advantage of
sitting right along i-5. To include this, it would considerable to build more housing, parks, restaurants, perhaps
even hotels. When the freeway is close, few hotels book extremely fast and often run out of room. Unfortunately
we also need to address our homeless problem. Its always appreciated to see more law enforcement patrolling
the streets. We thank them for their service. We also should consider another large retail store such as target,
Walgreens, ect.. if concerned about the local pharmacies then find a retail store that doesn't have a pharmacy.
A place people traveling across the country want to stop and visit gor enjoyment. A place to camp and explore the
mountains, waterfalls, rivers, nature, quiet and what ever we develope and grow that they want to experience. A
town with good people and morals imbedded so deep in to it that outsiders want to come for the experience that's
became near impossible to find anywhere else.
We have a near blank slate with thousands of tools to draw upon to make it the best it can be...its up to us to look
at all possible pluses and minuses and how they will effect the quality of life our families grow up in.
People that are moving here have lived in those larger cities, that's why they have left. Sometimes the reason you
can't see the sparkles in a diamond is because you got complacent and quit turning the light on so you can look at
it.
Yreka needs to make it easier for businesses to establish and grow. We will remain a "small town" because of our
location, but we need to be bigger to survive. We need locals to step up and support after-school programs. The
city and county need to support homeless individuals to help them get back in their feet. Yreka should be a place
we are not afraid to walk around at night.
Get younger folks here our older community needs help
We need to bring back the community that yreka used to be. I was not here but I hear stories. We need industry
to provide jobs. We need to train our high school students to stay in the community or come back. We need more
activities that bring everyone together.
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I'd like to see Yreka dragged kicking and screaming into the 21st century. I'd like to see more educated people
and less trashy "seen at Walmart" types. However, based on what Yreka values, I am not optimistic this will
happen. Yreka is on a demographic death spiral and until you make this a place where educated people in their
20s and 30s want to live and raise a family (could be two men or two women, but that won't happen in Yreka) it
will continue to spiral. People with smarts and drive will continue to leave, and only the dregs of society will
remain.
Hard working middle class families with hopefully more medical, farming and timber related employment. Possibly
expanding more medical facilities and training for those type of jobs. Some recreational and tourist opportunities
would help small business and the economy.
I would like Yreka to be developed into a white collar environment that people from around the county would
come to for entertainment and culture. The mass housing if you think we need housing tracts should be in
Montague, Grenada, Hornbrook. If Walmart was put in Grenada, where it belongs, perhaps Yreka would not have
lost so many boutique storefronts and the personality that goes with it.
We have a hodgepodge of beautiful and interesting architecture mixed with lowlife garbage right next to it. First,
select a building style, (victorian, craftsman, etc) and stick with it then encourage the destruction and replacement
of the no class crap.
That would do something positive for property values.
Overall, anything you do to aid the appearance and culture of Yreka is a plus. We have a nice community center
for gatherings and performances. SPAC has demonstrated the ability to present theatre to every type of audience.
Bring back the Blue Goose and help the cinema to reopen.
As far as appearance:
Join the Arbor Day Foundation and make Yreka a City of Trees with ordinances to
protect them. Trees are not vertical firewood!
Bury all the utility lines
No Nonsense Code Enforcement (next door are 6 junk cars & household trash
dump)
For all single family housing an Owner Occupied Only Ordinance with kick ass teeth
to it. Apartment complexes belong with the tract housing (Montague, Grenada)

Yreka has a wide range of resources that can transform out community into a thriving Mecca for sustainability.
Most important is cultivating this pioneer spirit in launching and mentoring small businesses who can rebuild our
economy from the bottom up and capitalize on all the unique talents and qualities of our community,
I would like to see more jobs. I feel our homeless problem is out of control. I would like to see broadway cleaned
up. Vacant Buildings and houses taken care of.
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In the next twenty years, Yreka should be supporting a cross-section of all economic classes, regardless of what
people look like. This means there should be support for self-employment, small, medium, and large businesses.
Downtown, along Miner Street, should be the hub for a variety of service-based industries, as well as the potential
for small manufacturing industries. Miner Street could be closed to vehicular traffic, or with the option to provide
angular parking along one side only, so that potential shoppers have visibility to stores or market windows. If
Miner Street were closed, vehicular parking would be made readily available in areas immediately surrounding
Miner Street. A pedestrian/cycling connection could be made between Miner Street and Yreka Creek, with
potential developers creating restaurants, breweries, or distilleries within view of the creek and the pathway. This
cross-section of people would largely work in Yreka or Siskiyou County in support of the local economy (in a more
ideal setting). If the Yreka Western Railroad could be the setting for a tourist railroad once again, this setting could
support local restaurants or farms/ranches for dinner trains, etc. For fun, people would access local public land (to
include federal, state, and local) to enjoy outdoor recreation, walking through downtown and along the creek, etc.
I would love to see Yreka embrace its history and share that outwardly instead of just inwardly. I understand there
was a chamber of commerce but that it’s now defunct. We need to market Yreka and make it more profitable for
small businesses….but first we need more grants to offer the community to open the small businesses. More
shops, restaurants, and communist based entertainment. There isn’t anything to do here on the weekends.
Small town atmosphere with historical background.
Yreka's future should include well-supported local restaurants and breweries, local music and art events,
opportunities for youth, and a creative and risk taking local government. Downtown and Miner Street should be
vibrant and bustling with shops and businesses. Chamber of Commerce would promote the area's nature and
outdoor opportunities as well as local businesses. Lastly, our homeless community would have facilities and
support programs to help meet thier needs.
I would love if Yreka could emulate Ashland as far as attracting tourist dollars. Our draw would be a central hub
for outdoor recreation both inside and out of city limits. Recreational opportunities would vary from the awesome
city water park (both the new one the State helped pay for and the newly rehabbed Ringe Rec Center that our
voter approved Park and Rec tax funded), road bike races (gotta get those bike lanes on all the highways!), to
activities on federal lands. People who live here used to live in bigger cities, think San Francisco and Portland.
But because of technological advances, they are able to work remotely on whatever job they have. Their kids go
to school at YHS or COS, and work part time at one of the many businesses that caters to the tourists. On their
days off, both kids and parents take advantage of the same recreational opportunities that the tourists come here
for.
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Clean it up.
Have abandoned dilapidated buildings along Main Street.
Unsightly unpainted and boarded up buildings.
View if freeway all along Main Street.
Provide more walking areas for elderly residents.
Keep town businesses near the residential part if town, not on the southern end.
Encourage owners to restore properties. Give them financial incentives to do so. Big, meaningful. Incentives.
Resurrect Old Town.
Lighten up on authoritative restrictions. Build walking areas and sitting areas for RESiDENTS.
Bring in historical artifacts. Lots of mining paraphernalia, photos of miners and residents of ‘the’ times past.
Create A museum in Old Town - a small one. That then refers visitors to the Main Street museum.
Have events in Old Town. Create an events group that comes up with ideas for new events continually and
advertises them well in advance.
Start a downtown merchants magazine with monthly rotating write ups of
businesses.
Include a map of down town with business names and locations along the streets.
If businesses place an advertisement, then could send the monthly magazine free to all city residents.
Magazine also available at visitors centers in Siskiyou county.

Improve downtown parking.
.

I would like there to be better opportunities for our youth to become more successful. The wages allow for
building a future with homeownership. Less crime and homelessness.
Better education
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Would love to see the aesthetics of the city cleaned up and a maintenance plan put I place - trash picked up,=
street cleaning, weeds eradicated, and more beautification in general.
Seems everyone clamors for “more things to do”. Would like to see businesses that fill that niche - movies,=
skating, swimming, games, etc.
Finally I feel we need more law enforcement and resources to deal with drugs and mental health problems in the=
community.
I envision building a plan to attract business and leadership that inspires the community to support that effort. This=
will organically increase tax revenue which will allow for expansion of services.
Cut the fat out of the budget. Stop spending money on consultants. There are people in the community that have=
common sense and vision. We do not need to pay “experts” for that.

I hope it looks similar, but a little cleaner. It’ll probably be a bit larger because all of California is growing and we
have a housing shortage. It would be nice if we had a few more areas for both first time home buyers and older
folks who want/need to downsize to have housing. A variety of small businesses would be great- I hope bigger
box, chain stores don’t push them all out.
Clean it up. Modernize it. Make it safe to use the parks and the greenway. Stop the expansion of corporate chains
and encourage local businesses. Bit mainly clean it up.
More housing, more restaurants, entertainment, a pool, soccer fields, kid activities,
safe space for seniors to walk outside
Find a solution for the homeless
Hope to keep the small town atmosphere. Hopefully bring more local businesses to town thus keeping people
shopping here.
My wish for Yreka is to find a solution for the homeless/transients, to raise the standard of living (more lucrative
jobs, broader range of city leaders who would support innovative commerce, more family-friendly events and
child/teen activities).
More arts and community events. Outdoor enthusiasts coming to visit our county. More farm to table restaurants,
if possible.
For starters, Miner street is exclusively for pedestrians and businesses. Ideally restaurants. Maybe another bar. It
needs to be inviting and full of life.
We need workforce housing. Starter homes.
The vision is People live here. Extra emphasis on live. Not killing time, but live.
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Use the green way/ water features to create space for the community to recreate. Get some decent restaurants
up the tourist appeal. Clean up the homeless/drug problems. Move away from being a freeway town.
I think Yreka is similar to where the city of Bend was 30 years ago. Mt. Bachelor/outdoor rec opportunities drew
people to Bend; I think Mt. Shasta could play a similar role for Yreka.
I would like to see Yreka's downtown district become more vibrant by attracting more restaurants, breweries, and
retail, as well as becoming more walkable/bikeable by closing Miner Street to vehicle traffic, hosting farmers
markets, etc. I would love for Yreka to develop a signature niche - cycling, for example, and really focus on
marketing to that type of traveler and/or potential resident.
I see people enjoying the outdoors; walking and biking downtown, enjoying food and drinks outdoors on Miner
Street, with vibrant night/weekend activities happening outdoors.
People walk, bus and bike through their clean, bright and attractive city.
Downtown and public transportation signage is visible and colorful on sidewalk displays.
There is a medium sized Amphitheatre in greenhorn, and a small stage in Miner Street Park for live music and
theater.
Miner Street is a one-way street with sidewalks wide enough for outdoor dining.
Five restaurants are positioned toward a cleaned up, walkable portion of Yreka Creek.
College of the Siskiyou holds forestry and large equipment classes/degrees at the Yreka Campus.
Food trucks gather once per month for a community facing, pop-up event.
The curbs and street lines are painted to give the city a well-kept look.
Yreka is the "City of Trees", with a thoughtful, well-kept greenspaces plan.
Children and adults' of all socioeconomic backgrounds swim at the community pool.
No empty buildings. A pool for the kids and maybe a movie theater. Possibly more thrift shops or second hand
stores. Make it a go to destination for thrifters on I5.
more businesses and housing development
we need alot more homes!
houses. more houses. new houses
we need more neighborhoods. more housing. new developments like homes and apartment complexes
More athletic and in shape. A Yreka that fosters a healthy lifestyle attitude and opportunities such as the
swimming pool, fitness centers, batting cages and family fun centers to keep youth and elders active. Create a
positive community for developing health care needs for the aging society while educating all age groups to take
better care.
No homelessness, miner St is a promenade with live music weekly, streets are paved, flowers hanging from street
posts, business thriving
I would like to run for city council! I am already a leader figure with my job in Yreka! I would like to help bring
Yreka into the culture while still keeping the values it has always had!
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Maybe a bedroom community. Because of high prices around us.
Revitalize Historic Miner Street by providing more parking for RV's, travelers, and tow busses. Install lighting in
the parking lots and consider traffic flowing one way on Miner Street to allow for more parking on that street and
at an angle instead of parallel parking (one-way head-east between Oregon and Broadway). Also improve the the
sidewalks on Miner. Provide a cable car or trolley type ride for tourists
A highly desirable travel destination, which will create many good jobs for the locals who live here.
More hiking, more people getting out of big cities, more play centers, more events, more markets/street
vendors/center square, and more opporutnities for those with disabilities
Yreka will grow. It will continue to be an older community with many retired people, unless the city can attract
industry. Lack of good paying jobs will keep younger people from moving here except in the area of healthcare,
education, Forest Service, county government, and Nor Cal. If there is more racial strife, and violence, people
may want to leave cities and come to a more rural area. In certain occupations, as seen with COVID, people can
work form their computers and live anywhere. Yreka has many opportunities for the outdoors - hiking, biking,
rafting, and fishing. There is an active YMCA that meets the needs of exercise, children's dance and sports. They
are continually improving programs to meet the needs of the community. Unfortunately, it does not look like Yreka
will have a swimming pool unless some method is derived to sustain the pool. If one wants the country club and
shopping aspect, they are not going to be found here. Businesses here meet most peoples' needs and with the
internet most things could be ordered and rapidly delivered. It would really help if Oregon would institute a sales
tax - Yreka businesses would thrive.
More job opportunities.
My greatest desire is to still have freedom, and water. Both of which seem currently threatened by governmental
mismanagement. I'm concerned about what is leading to more wildfires, and loss of agriculture. Also concerned
about the rise of crime and violent acts.
I would love for peace and more small businesses and industry. It would be amazing to have an indoor pool or
another indoor activity place for families during the winter or smoke season. There is very little indoor options
after 5pm...except Walmart...seriously done that with cabin fevered kids before.
(I don't know how to balance the fact that homeless would also want to go to any public place they could stay
warm after dark. It does change the family environment feeling to me.)
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To carry on the rich history that Yreka has in CA and to not forget how it was formed and the dreams and visions
the 49's had striking out in 1852. The same spirit yet encapsulated with a mixed variety of progression of young
and old, families, retirees and the ability to jeep the majestic beauty abd environment intact with the mountainous
terrain. I'd like to see a large youth teen wellness and activity center where youth can come and be mentored,
tutored, play, be taught lost skills like farming, welding, etc and where they can also get counseling and help
without discrimination by licensed pros who are retired yet to young to be retired.
I'd like to see a gated retirement center for the elderly who love to live healthy and geared toward blue zone of
living in our fantastic area where there is loads of healthy recreation opportunity.
I'd like to see the hospital expand and possibly be given into the Seventh day Adventist Health hands for
management and to expand. For Adventist Health Corporation to oversee operations. A large proportion of
Adventists work there and are well known and geared toward to healthy living and lifestyle. More specialties and
Drs would come since they have access and can recruit from Loma Linda Univ health and various medical
institutions. Physical therapy is hard to obtain especially aquatic therapy. Need one just for pediatrics and an adult
therapy building. Needs expansion. Especially for pool therapy. We need access to more medical specialties
without having to drive so far.
I'd like to see business's such as dry cleaners, yogurt shop, vegetarian/vegan restaurant options. At least one or
two clothing dept stores. More grocery and food options. More local fruit/veggies and farmers goods on road side
stands year round. A movie theater with gaming options for teens. A year round enclosed aquatics pool for use
during winter months with sauna for health and senior services with clases. A enclosed pool would cure the
seasonal cold blues and lessen mental health woes. We need a comprehensive mental health division especially
for children and teens.
A large hotel lodge venue for conferences. More community education involvement and practical self help skills.
Churches, businesses, county and community residents can collaborate together and we focus on working
together for a healthy, happy, adventurous, thriving community.
We need a city motto.
"Come play, live and stay. Adventures await every day. Yreka! Explore the vast territory!
I would love to see more work done to make Yreka Creek accessible. I have been so delighted to see the work
that has already been done and I enjoy walking on the paths that have been created. I would love to be able to
safely bike with my kids from my home on South St., down to and along the creek and back home. So this would
also include more work on the city streets to make them safer for biking. I would also love to see more green
space. This might seem radical but I feel like cars and all the pavement needed for them has just taken over. I feel
creating more green space would lead to a heathier community. I would love to see changes made that would
encourage residents to walk more, including more safety measures for children walking to school. I would love to
see more revitalization of old town/down town. I appreciate the shopping opportunities on the south side of town
but I feel our charming Miner St. would really benefit from more investment that would be returned to us through
more revenue from tourists and locals shopping there. I recall feeling inspired by this episode of the Jefferson
Exchange:
https://www.ijpr.org/show/the-jefferson-exchange/2021-01-06/thu-9-am-what-it-takes-to-build-a-vibrantcommunity
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Unity among people of all ethnicities, ages, and vocations, everyone treated as humans.
We need strong local business, with a little bit of larger businesses--no more chain businesses, unless we can
attract a good office supply store like Staples.
More local businesses that meet local needs and add to our attractiveness as a tourist destination or hub.
We really need more medical providers.
My vision is that Yreka once again is a great place to raise a family. There’s enough employment for all the
residents, the cost of housing and living is still affordable, and we have regained the activities for kids and families
that we had 20 years ago. We have made great progress in solving the problems of drug addiction and
homelessness in our community.
I'd like to see Yreka prosperous so I would like to see more businesses here. I think what this county has to offer
now for fun will always be here. Hunting, fishing, camping. Would like to see the concerts in the park return. More
opportunity for entertainment. Would like to see a movie theatre back again as well. Just sad we have to drive so
far just for entertainment.
To tell you the truth, as long as the mess that is happening now I don't really see much of a future for Yreka, its
becoming an junked up nothing going on place to live, even Montague has more going for it, community events,
no camping junk piles around that you have to look at, crazies running all over, never no what your going to run
into in Yreka!
Yreka is the creative, cultural, and economic hub of rural Siskiyou County and represents the growing promise of
the region. It's an attractive small city on a major interstate corridor where people get together and help each
other realize a better future that respects and benefits the wider living world. It's a gateway to wild mountains and
deserts and rivers that is recognized as an example of 21st century rural living where all ages and backgrounds
can find a place to connect and thrive.
No homeless. No tweakers. Open movie theater please.
it should be a family orientated vision, inviting to small businesses that are willing to offer a wage that can provide
for a single family income. where women stay home and take care of their kids, and men work. A place where the
city doesn't own land but offers it to small businesses to grow. The city should encourage a trade school to come
to town. close the pool and install more water tanks.
You have empty buildings in main street. If a business wants to come in. They can go in there. Keep the main
street. Maybe a little paint. Yreka does not need to look like Livermore or the Bay Area.
Improve community involvement from more households and have opportunities for homeless/ addicts to get help
if they want the help

City of Yreka Planning Commission
Regular Meeting September 21, 2022

56

15

I would like to see an area that is economically diverse with more development of light industry, manufacturing,
and commercial sectors. Industry, manufacturing and commercial development need to take advantage of our
unique natural setting and at the same time preserve our natural beauty. Commercial development has a difficult
time competing with 24/7 online services and nearby services both north and south of us, so it has to be unique to
our area and focus on customer service. Light industry and manufacturing cannot develop here unless we have
an educated work force.
I would lie to see a strong education system from pre-K to community college to prepare students for trades that
are becoming increasingly high tech as well as preparing those who want to go on to higher education. School
needs to become the partner and agent of positive change and economic development, NOT the enemy.
If we can attract commercial, industrial, and manufacturing with educated employees, we must retain the
businesses and the employees with competitive salaries and a culturally, socially, and environmentally rich
community. Not just a training ground so the employees will move on as soon as they gain some experience.
1. stricter law enforcement resulting in safe streets, neighborhoods, schools.
2. a resource-based economy. Less government. Enjoy the great outdoors, participate in youth and adult sports,
4-H, visit art galleries, libraries, museums, parks, performing arts venues. We have these already.
Vision: In 2042, Yreka is a friendly, diverse community of 10,000-15,000 which encourages the success of our
residents and provides services to promote an excellent quality of life for them. The city values a "green"
economy and works to promote actions which protect the environment.
People: We have become a much more DIVERSE and ACCEPTING community. The people get along with one
another and work together to make certain all of us can be successful. We LISTEN to each other's concerns, and
do not attack an opposing view. We seek to obtain common ground and provide assistance to those who need it.
Our residents have received training and take actions to maintain a quality green environment (recycling,
composting, etc.).
Businesses: Using our lovely setting, we promote RECREATION/TOURISM where visitors can relax and enjoy
our beautiful surroundings. Miner Street has been completely rehabilitated and has businesses that attract
individuals from both within and outside the city. We have many excellent restaurants where individuals can
entertain friends and family. We have recruited and become a hub of GREEN BUSINESSES which promote a
healthy environment.
Fun: Our PARKS are first-rate and provide the opportunity for families to picnic, play tennis or pickle ball, and
swim. There is a refurbished MOVIE THEATER where we can take the kids. We have LIFELONG LEARNING
opportunities for our residents. A strong RECREATION program provides our kids with things to do. We provide
several different means to ACCESS THE OUTDOORS through hiking groups, rafting programs, etc.

My vision is if we don’t invest in old town they won’t be one. Our old town will consist of homeless people and
people with mental illness. There will be businesses on the outskirts of town. And people will go to other places to
eat and relax and enjoy relaxation time. We need to be looking at revitalizing old town/Miner St..
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I hope that there will be more blue collar careers available to residents. From personal experience, many lower
income people with the potential to have successful careers have to leave the area for entry level career
positions. Our school system, and I blame the state, county and city equally, focus on college preparatory classes
and "social engineering" in the classrooms, and do not prepare students for any entry into trade careers.
Personally, the electric shop here prepared me for a good military career, and the way mathematics and
composition classes were taught in the 1960s here prepared me for reentry into the education system when I left
the military. With the amount of time people spend on social media now, our parks and camping areas will be
essential to personal physical maintenance and recreation. Finally, we need to find more ways to discourage
homeless people from coming here from other areas, and focus on rehabilition and employment, rather than free
housing and food. We also need to empower our local law enforcement to drive the drug trade out of Yreka.
I want Yreka to be a thriving area and a fun place to live, work and play. I hope someone puts in a beautiful golf
course along the freeway where one was planned. I want Yreka to become a destination area not just a stopover
area.
Progressive with a younger generation that has businesses that boost the economy. More diversity in the
population and hopefully, an increase in median household income. We need beautification. We need a homeless
shelter and rehabilitation.
Yreka:
It will be known as a place to dance towards sustainable harmony, as one healthy and compassionate human
family, upon its healthy planet Earth.
People:
Are knowledgeable about the limits of our planet's resources and those deserving the greatest degree
conservation within our local community.
Businesses:
Offer items that support sustainability of our planet's resources, rather than simply what can be profited from.
Yreka People's Work or Fun:
Work that improves the quality of life for its citizens, by teaching, learning, and serving, for the purpose of
increasing the human family's stewardship of finite human and ecosystem resources, and less ignorant of our
human potential, purpose and duty.
Fun that increases physical health and connects citizens with each other and nature, such as art and ecosystem
restoration events, non-motorized hiking and biking trails throughout town AND its natural settings.

Continuation of locally owned businesses. Continued recreational opportunities such as hunting, fishing, camping,
skiing, hiking etc.
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I would hope that businesses that open up here can stay open. We need to utilize more of the empty buildings we
already have instead of allowing major corporate places to come in and build from the ground up. While the end
of our town starts to thrive the spaces in between are left bare and uninhibited. I would hope for more safe places
for our children. Parks that are free of homeless and drugs and more entertainment geared towards the families
that are raising the next generation here.
More white collar jobs
Diverse and educated population
Promote the rural values previously mentioned while striving to promote white collar jobs and a more diverse and
educated population
Small technology businesses
Climate-friendly businesses
First and mostly better health care the health care in this town is not very good right now .More businesses like
better places to eat, Get more companies to move here to put people to work.
Mom & Pops Businesses, Tribal employment growth,
Friendly people, long term residents, rural community
Local recreation - camping, hunting, fishing, hiking, cycling, motorcycling, skiing
Discover Siskiyou has promoted all the natural beauty of our area with outdoor activities. Places and things to do.
But we do not have a lot for kids to do. I would like to see some sort of festival that could happen yearly to draw
people to the area. An outdoor concert in the park series back . There have been so many events that have come
and gone , we need something that can be sustained.
We need more jobs and some more low income housing like Weeds, Bowls Creek apartments.
Ya
Better restaurants, better outdoor rentals, bike path/walking paths
Vision for Yreka would be to utilize the existing vacant buildings we have to continue to build more amenities for
the community. People continue to utilize the public land resources for both work and play. This in turn hopefully
means a younger (20-40) employed population is around in the community. Tjmaxx would be awesome.
Keep rural landscape and lifestyle preserved while:
Increasing quality of life for citizens via job opportunities (beyond minimum
wage); increasing forest management to increase jobs and decrease fire risk; encouraging diversity (leadership,
hiring, etc); increasing connections between all citizens (especially kids) and the importance of ag in our
community.
Businesses centered on outdoor rec and ag.
Do not increase $ by increasing vacation homes (do not want Siskiyou to be the next tahoe)
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I envision the economy of Yreka shifting to a more sustainable restoration economy that also values intrinsic
ecosystem services and promotes more recreation economy. While a healthy landscape needs active
management, we need to be acting swiftly to respond to the challenges that climate change pose to the current
industries including conserving water and aggressively reducing hazardous fuels and restoring intentional fire to
wildlands. This can still maintain the rural character of the region while ensuring its prosperity. I would also like to
see Yreka have more locally owned businesses that are run by and benefit the local residents rather than the
current influx of franchises and corporations that export revenue out of the area and only provide low wage
service jobs that perpetuate a cycle of poverty. I hope Yreka can promote more diversity in its population and
divert from the white >50 year old demographic that appears to dominate currently. Diverse and equitable
community fosters ingenuity. I envision Yreka to have a thriving economy and community that makes people want
to stay and invest in it’s success rather than leaving to find “greener pastures,” which I see all too much of these
days.
More artists, music, community events, gathering places (breweries, dances, etc)
Outdoor tours, movie theater,
Young people!!!
LOCALLY OWNED BUSINESSES AND INDUSTRY. Support normal living wage jobs that income circulates
through the community, not going towards a corporation. We need to find a way for younger folks ( less than 40)
to stay in the community besides teachers, cops, and nurses. I would include younger ranchers and loggers but
we’re already seeing a decline from those work forces. I would hope people recreate outside in our beautiful
landscape. Hunting, fishing, hiking, mtn biking, rafting, skiing, etc
thriving community, welcoming of tourists and visitors, destination for outdoor tourism, showcase of local crafts,
businesses
Safe; services to reduce homelessness, drugs, and poverty
The people will be diverse, of all faiths, races, and ethnicities, ages, and aiming to be more tolerant. Citizens will
to accept change instead of being stuck in the past. Businesses will be responsible stewards of our ecological
environment. Crafts, arts, retail, light industry, etc. that can sell to the nation and globally through the internet.
It would be nice to see more shopping options. Maybe a fun center for kids like Medford has.
I’d like to see less homelessness. More support for our homeless citizens, the locals. The homeless who come
camp here because we’re the first county seat into this welfare state can continue on through. Would like to see
more active, harder working society. For commercial, small businesses that provide what we need. Less
corporations. We can use more industry for work, but our workforce here is horrid. For fun, more recreation.
Sports leagues, competition. Inviting parks. But all those go to a certain kind of people. Our local population tends
to be a bit more lazy. Don’t want to leave the house, no matter what is offered and complain about what we don’t
have.
Less homelessness
Cleaner parks
More restaurants
A movie theater
A family fun center
More housing
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More fun places for kids and families. A movie theater would be great. An indoor go kart track would do well in our
area, all year round. Lots of businesses open, some big name stores and more small businesses. I would like to
see an arcade and gaming place for fun. Working I think having more people employed at all businesses so
everyone is not overworked and tired would be ideal. Some people can work remotely, that would be good for
stay at home moms and others who may like doing things on their time. I hope there will be more events in town
like flea markets, small business days, art walks, etc.
Your visions should be set in 5 year increments … current events and trends change to fast in the world! It’s silly
to think 20 years from now !
Twenty years from now some of us my be living on the moon!
I picture Yreka as reverting back to its "old ways" and tradition between now and 2044. A town where everybody
knows everybody, and is your typical everyday Americana picture, with modern conveniences. Historic downtown
Yreka restored and revitalized with mom and pop shops, corporate Yreka at the south end of town, homeless
camps gone, no transients in sight. Concerts and softball in the parks, kids walking to the pool (or water park, as I
understand it) on summer days, parades for important days, etc. Clean, bright, and pleasant all year around.
Their is no pride in our town of Yreka. I have lived here since 1968 and I can’t believe how bad Yreka looks!
Whether you drive around our city streets in our residential area or business area weeds and lots of garbage.
Homelessness and the drugs and the stealing have changed this town!! We need to put people in our city council
that give a damn and want to make our town the best it can be!! I’m sick of the same type of people on the
council! It’s a popularity vote that gets you on the council and then you are worthless and do nothing!!
More at business. Less homeless camps
I would love to see Yreka take a page out of the books of McCloud and Etna. Different festivities/activities through
out the year. Outdoor dining available on Miner St. It would be great for Miner St. to be closed to through traffic to
make this an option. Some sort of incentives for opening a store and shopping local. A city pool centrally located
in the town of Yreka. Making it easy for kids to walk to during summer. There's a great mix of people because
we've built an inclusive community. Hidden gems like the community garden get more recognition. People are
encouraged to be supportive and involved in the schools. An active group for city/county clean up of different
areas - with maybe the local trash companies or dumps allowing a free garbage day every so often. crack down
on homes that need cleanup and see what sort of resources they need. perhaps property owners are fined? A
way to make some more money for the city. but, also need resources available for people to get rid of their junk.
Less homeless people, do not need anymore auto parts stores, less drugs
My vision includes a downtown filled with quaint shops and restaurants for locals and travelers to enjoy. It
includes a recreational park with a pool, outdoor volleyball courts, frisbee golf and a skate park. Abandoned
buildings throughout town would be repurposed for new endeavors. A movie theater and more summertime
outdoor gatherings. The gold history could be revived and underground tours of Miner St could be a tourists
attraction.
I wish to see more indoor facilities for winter like an indoor pool and indoor soccer facilities. Indoor sports. Places
to have a birthday party inside with video games.
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There are many examples of small towns that have become destinations. People enjoy the small town charm,
shopping, and outdoor activities. Look at Gruene and Fredricksburg Texas or Leavenworth WA. Create a vision
and people will come. We are lucky to have access to the freeway. But we have to get crime under control.
Need to make use of :
I5 proximity
Airports
Train tracks
Need entertainment in area:
Adults and kids

Yreka in 20 years, if more and more "low income" housing comes in, will turn into more of a ghetto. If business is
not promoted there will be more empty business buildings than there are now, except for more fast food and traffic
jams. No clue what people will do for work, those with decent jobs will work for some government agency, small
business is nearly gone, especially with Walmart here. We could be a transportation hub, but others are likely
ahead of Yreka on this one... There could be positive things like the Forest Service could build a beautiful
education stop for tourists by explaining the flora and fauna of the area, as well as information on volcanoes, etc.
For fun: Hopefully, they will still enjoy the out of doors, camp, fish, hike, etc.
Restored Miner street that embraces its past while having upgraded its historic district. Improved park system with
park programs that engage the community. Continued growth in the government job sector with a strong
population base that has secure State/Fed/Local government careers. An influx of younger families that add
vibrancy to our current park and schooling infrastructure. Better internet infrastructure and state of the art water
and wastewater infrastructure. An ideal vision includes Yreka being the gateway to exploring the surrounding ag
tourism and recreation area of the Siskiyou's, from Dunsmuir to Ashland, Tulelake to Somes Bar, Yreka would be
the center of all travel.
If it keeps going the way it’s going, then drugs will ruin this serene place… my vision for Yreka is seeing more
families, more adventures for the youth to be involved in.
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Yreka should be the star of Siskiyou County - ‘we take care of our own’ - providing good medical and support for
from the young to the aged. Yreka should be a strong financial engine - good banks, investment businesses.
Yreka should have a strong representation of legal support - for its court and jail. Yreka should provide the best
mental health and rehab centers, and assist those in transition.
Yreka should be a place of history with the ability to ‘re-live’ it. Yreka must continue to be supportive of their
families that work the land - standing up to the idiots that want to take the livelihoods away from those that
provide the basics: food and shelter.
Yreka should be a place of safety - decreased crime rates, decreased drug usage, streets that are safe to cross
and safe/easy to drive.
Yreka should be a place where wholesome fun can be enjoyed for all ages: bowling, swimming, walking and
hiking, picnicking, playgrounds, skateboarding and relaxing.
Yreka should be welcoming to travelers, truckers, and visitors: good restaurants, lodging, a visitors center,
showing ‘we care for ourselves and others’. Yreka is the first major town to be encountered in CA when drive
south on I5 - let it be a ‘true welcome to CA’ town, not a drug corridor. Encourage businesses to improve their
signage, give travelers and visitors a reason to stop.
Yreka should be supportive of their youth - FFA, 4-H are great, include a great pool facility, indoor activities for
kids that are safe and accessible. And - at the same time, Yreka should be supportive of their elderly. Many adults
move back to care for their parents, let there be supportive programs to enrich and engage minds and bodies
(indoor pool, playing card and board game groups, good PT availability, retirement facilities, memory care help,
hospice - know we have some of these - which are fantastic)
Yreka truly had a 4-season year, and we need better indoor recreation for all ages: indoor ice rink, indoor soccer,
indoor tennis, indoor gyms, indoor pool. This would extend our actively options in addition to the great outdoor
sports - hunting, fishing, hiking. Actually, a good rifle and shooting range - indoor and outdoor, would be excellent
for all ages as well - and it would teach basic rules of gun ownership.
I propose we close miner st to traffic. Let it be just open for pedestrians for shopping/eating/events. Maybe some
type of activities for kids. Dining in the street. Farmers markets.
Another grocery store, more affordable clothing stores, more entertainment. More things for young children. More
childcare and preschool available.
I’d like to see the businesses that are sitting empty become filled with businesses and revitalized. It’s a shame to
keep building new rather than revamping or rebuilding areas that are already built upon.
New businesses like clothing stores, shoe stores (both of which cover a more broader aspect of people), craft
stores, etc...Businesses we don’t have 3 or 4 of already within the town. Maybe businesses outside of the box
that can employ a lot of people - like a rubber tire plant. Even a movie theater or an arcade for the kids in the
area.
There are all types of jobs - from accounting to logging. People love adventuring, hunting/fishing, crafting, sewing,
and so much more!
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I would hope that the town would acquire some industries. The town can't survive on taxpayer supported jobs
forever. Young people are the backbone of community stability and growth and the town needs to provide private
industry to encourage young educated people to remain in the area.
Also, COS could provide some tech training. The area needs electricians, plumbers and others who provide
services and can make a decent wage.
Lots of small businesses. Provides for the needs of locals. Right now one is forced to leave town to buy
necessities. There is barely more than food and Walmart here now.
I would like to see Yreka the way it was. A newspaper and movie theater. Activities for kids to enjoy. No homeless
people! Light industry for people to be employed.
A town where children and seniors can walk the streets safely. New stores and shops that are open after 5pm.
Walking paths and drivable streets. The community will have fun activities and clean parks that are accessible
and clean.
A living down town, lots of events, and beauty standards for new buildings added. Less corporate businesses and
more local businesses
Better parks for adults &children. Splash pad style water features like other towns. Safer playgrounds, disc golf
parks. Summer concerts, food vendor competitions to attract visitors. Bring in a few more larger scale businesses
for employment. Move the homeless outside of town near Walmart.
More manufacturing jobs and industry to provide higher wages (logging, warehousing, production).
For fun, hiking, off-roading, snowmobiling, ATV riding, hunting
Maybe a driving range
I envision people working, worshipping, creating fun, and entertainment and being happy. Maybe the film festival
expanding; they do it yearly in Fort Jones. Maybe more music and art festivals and concerts. Famous artists
exhibits and displays involving schools with children's arts displays.
I hope to see families raising their children here. Strong support by the community to support mental health issues
and the homeless problem. We see all over California - even our unique little Northern California
we need to grow - more housing and more businesses
How people "look" is not important; character, law abiding, community spiritied, hardworking (as able)
I would like it to grow twice in size, create a lot more industry that are well paying jobs which will give them a
source of pride, grow our arts and culture, unite the community as one by enhancing the native life and the native
culture and really make our outdoors a stopping point for all of the west coast to enjoy.
My image is as a tourist stop. People of all races and genders. Combine outdoors enthusiasts (kayakers, rafters,
fishing, hunting, hiking, backpacking, etc.) with one destination and pull in more tourists. Encourage light industry
and even retail units large and small. We want mom & pops but we may need to also accept the idea of a box
store or two!
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promote tourism
I see a city where we value children, people in need and the outdoors. An indoor pool, water park where Ringe
pool was and more walking trails.
We resist the urge to shop in Medford and still have small stores on Miner St and Main St. More shops by
Walmart and N town.
We do need to attract more businesses here and some more restaurants.
For fun - Miner Days, PCT, walking, an organized run and bike event.
My vision for Yreka is expansion. More housing opportunities, more employment opportunities, growing out of the
low income category and moving towards comfortable living with affordable options for things. Keep up on parks,
have nice clean areas for people to go to on their off time. Host more events, get the community together.
I think the lower section of Miner street should be converted to a promenade, shops, restaurants, coffee shops,
lower levels with apartments or office space above.
People here look depressed more than anything. Everyone here seems to be just trying to get by.
Those with a desire for increased education and/or salary often move out of Siskiyou County. "Brain drain" and
human capital flight are factors in Yreka.
Businesses are typically retail (e.g. Walmart, Grocery Outlet, Dollar General, Tractor Supply) food service
(restaurants), or government (County services, Courthouse, etc.)
Not a lot for people to do for fun that I've seen. Some residents avoid the parks due to the perception that the
homeless live there. Others take advantage of the playgrounds and fishing at Greenhorn.
Almost nobody in Yreka rides a bicycle, and the perception is if they do they probably lost their driver's license.
Safe bike lanes would be a great benefit.
The art gallery has (almost) monthly events, receptions for new shows, live music, and local catering.
The art hops were big events that caused some excitement and controversy, but seem to be another casualty of
Covid.
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Q18 - What values or qualities make Yreka unique?
Western, historical town, Greenhorn Park got nature, mountain biking, and hiking. Near Klamath National Forest,
shopping for groceries, hospital, affordable housing
Large homeless and/or mental health population. High theft and burglaries. No longer feel safe shopping here.
Several murders of homeless people. Over 35 elderly ladies have had purses stolen while shopping at Walmart.
Crime is rampant. Several neighborhoods have meth, cars stolen, and not kept up. Slum lords.
Yreka is unique because it is a place "in between" It could have great attraction if it facilitated more tourist events
and had open businesses on weekends
Nice downtown - nice people with clean air and lovely environments nearby. I like the seasonal garage sales, the
vintage homes, the variety of ethnic restaurants.
Small town community. Outdoor activities. Family oriented.
Not much within the city limits. I see it differently I am sure because I don't go into Yreka for months at a time.
Then when I do I get on the freeway. I am beyond shocked at how nasty it has become. As long as we have
homeless people everywhere needles in our parks what do we have to offer for a really good relaxing time??
Make it magical start with maybe cabins in the woods? We need tiny houses around Yreka all solar about 100 of
them. Unfortunately everything that is privately owned is so expensive not all the people have homes. Washington
State is building tiny homes for the homeless. They have rules they follow them or they are out. Oregon has a
dozen different programs all paid for with Grant monies. Why can't a group talk to the people who are running
these programs? We need to all work together and find the very best way to deal with something that isn't going
away.
Its people, its location, its trees, Greenhorn Park, the surrounding countryside, the scenery, its weather, the Yreka
Creek Greenway, the Siskiyou Golden Fair, its shopping opportunities.
It’s small town feel… Unfortunately there are very few businesses in the historic downtown.
Beautiful scenery nestled in a valley between two mountain peaks (Mts Shasta & Ashland).
None really , it could be a very unique place but it's not
Slow pace lifestyle.
Historic Buildings / Mining History / County Seat
Yreka and the surrounding area has a rich and interesting history dating back hundreds of years.
Miner Street is one of the few easily accessible historic downtowns off of I-5.
The city’s location midway between Portland and the Bay Area and the Canadian and Mexican borders makes it a
good “stop off” for interstate freeway travelers.
county seat, close to border, along interstate 5
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positioned along interstate 5, old town, central to county
The small town atmosphere is a large part of why we came to Yreka 7 years ago. As a medical provider my family
and I were excited to get involved in a rural area and to enjoy the perks of a more rural lifestyle. This is however
being hurt by the inability in the last couple of years to feel safe in downtown or in the parks or shopping areas
anymore. What once made Yreka very unique and inviting is in danger of being destroyed by inaction on these
issues. I fear inaction on this issue will prevent a strong future for Yreka, especially related to new business
development and job creation.
Small rural ranching community
Small town, great history. The agriculture and proximity to so much outdoor activities is wonderful.
Friendly, peaceful, slow pace
There is a lot of history to yreka/ siskiyou county. Such as the gold mines/tunnels. Be awesome to make those
public friendly. Could offer tours. That would bring in more tourism.
Clean air and water except for summer smoke. Accessible places to hike.
Love the historic qualities of Yreka.
All the old architecture. Miner street.
Yreka is also unique in how it's like a center for all the outlying communities. A gathering spot. You see folks in
town.
Rich historical heritage - Reminders of the stories of our ancestors and the Golden City are everywhere. From
Native Americans, miners and loggers to immigrants seeking a better life, the story of Yreka is woven together
like a rich tapestry. Yreka's many landmarks, from the historic district to the Siskiyou County Museum, are
irreplaceable and invaluable treasures we must preserve to share with generations to come.
Priceless Natural Resources - Yreka is nestled in a beautiful valley, surrounded by natural beauty and an amazing
outdoor playground. Within a short drive we have multiple options for downhill and cross-country skiing. In just
minutes, I can ride a dirt bike up into the hills, right out of my garage! Similarly, I can mountain bike an endless
number of trails without loading up the family car. Kayaking and bait fishing awaits at Greenhorn Park, while the
Klamath offers river rafting and fly fishing.
Tradition of Independence & Self Sufficiency - We love the culture of Yreka. Since relocating here, we have been
warmly welcomed. Yrekans are independent yet accepting, much less driven by special interest and political
groups than the suburban people we encountered near our old home.
we moved here to get away from the big cities. I like small town living and don't like people moving from the big
cities moving here and trying to make this a big city. Why don't you concentrate on all the crime and
homelessness. Clean the city up from the graffiti and the thugs that are stealing our property. When families here
how safe it is then they will stop and sight see. Get the priorities straight. When we moved here there was no
graffiti and no one walking with there pants bagging down to their knees. Take a look on main street and all the
homeless walking around. No one is going to feel safe walking around here!!!
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It is a good clear stopping point on the I-5 going either north or south. The history here is interesting and would be
a great thing to promote strongly about. When I worked front desk at a hotel, guests would always ask about what
to do. We have historical district and greenhorn park. Local coffee shops and other little hole in the wall places.
Geandma's House restaurant was always asked by guests were sad to see it close.
The feeling of community, small town lifestyle, good morals and standards. People who are nice, polite, kind and
help others.
A place where people care.
Location, access to outdoor recreation, generally good people
Location camping national forest rivers views next to Oregon
We moved here because of the small town life. Yet, close to a big city
It's tolerance for crime, drug use and homelessness.
Support of small business, clean streets and well maintained parks. Friendly neighbors and pride in home
ownership.
The location far from metro areas but close enough to civilization with a drive up or down I-5.
Close to all my outdoor activities.
The town is small but has most of what I usually need. It takes just a couple minutes to go get something rather
than an all day effort like in the city.
Yreka has so many wonderful qualities and potential. The only thing we lack is sufficient support for small
businesses and a vison that would allow Yreka to live up to our pioneer spirit and goal of self sufficiency.
It used to be the people, now I feel we are more "wal-mart " town.
For travelers, Yreka is geographically situated as the first major community just south of Oregon, as well as the
last for those departing California northbound. With a combination of recreational accessibility to the Klamath,
Rogue River-Siskiyou, and Shasta-Trinity National Forests, as well as supporting Shasta Nation and Karuk Native
American Cultural Heritage, the community has great potential to create a healthy economic diversity based on
employment and tourism. The community's small scale, as well as the historic mining themes are evidenced in
architecture along Miner Street, as well as homes in the historic core, and on the landscape surrounding town.
The small town environment, friendly people, beautiful natural resources.
History
Greenhorn Park and Yreka Community Garden are two shining stars of Yreka. Yreka has friendly people and
offers a simple life style. Yreka has a rich history and is surrounded by a beautiful natural environment.
Location, community.
Small town living.
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It’s got trump supporters everywhere
Small town feel. A lot of creative people. Traditional values. History. Great “bones” for a destination for tourists.
Yreka isn’t a large town, but offers services necessary to the entire area. It’s fortunate to have a great park
(greenhorn), unique historic buildings/district and a fairground where a variety of events can be held.
Miner’s st, fair grounds
Neighbors helping each other
Small town
Small hometown feel
Community minded
It's a hodge podge of boomers, hillbilly's, small families, and professionals. We aren't super racially diverse but
boy do we have some people.
Rich history rooted in the Gold Rush - historic downtown Miner Street has great potential!
Great location; right off I-5 and close proximity to Mt. Shasta/Ashland which both attract many visitors
Inexpensive compared to other areas of CA to visit + live
Miner Street offers a concentrated shopping and dining experience.
Greenhorn park offers a greenspace within the otherwise concrete setting of the city.
Walmart, Raleys and Yreka Drug offer necessary access to essentials.
The job oppourtunities in Yreka and highly beneficial for our county.
Small, close to nature
mining history
history
close to oregon border. not far from mt shasta
old town, proximity to oregon border, central to siskiyou county's natural assets
proximity to outside recreational activities
Small town charm
The values you can teach your children, growing up here, you learn how to be a part of your community, grow
with your community and make it a better place! That is something that Yreka is losing very quickly! I want to
bring that back to Yreka!
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Small town but could have more family type jobs.
Close knit communities - Yreka and the surrounding towns
Northern california location with lots of recreation opportunties beautiful area
Not a big city with city noise. Low crime rate
Yreka is a small town. The Yreka historic district as recognized in the Historic Preservation Option Plan done 40
years that includes parts of Miner Street, Third Street, Broadway, and Fourth Street. We should capitalize on this.
Yreka has several parks, especially Greenhorn and the Greenway project along Yreka Creek. Yreka is at the
edge of some beautiful mountains. For a small town Yreka has a theater and community complex. The theater
could certainly be used to a larger extent.
gold mining history and on I5
Size of community, jobs, churches, variety of educational opportunities.
Walmart. Just kidding.
Yreka is big enough to support larger businesses yet small enough for many of the residents to know each other.
There's still a care for each other's well being. I also like the close access to many beautiful outdoor places and
activities. Although the drought is not adding to the lakes and beauty presently.
The old west feel yet with progression. The Karuk tribe and indinginous people. I love the museum. People like to
help one another. Generally friendly. People know one another. Willing to lend a hand. It's so vast and diverse and
the beauty abounds with endless possibilities to achieve dreams and produce more commerce and grow, yet
keep our environment and territory and lands like days of old for future gens to come.
I appreciate that Yreka is a relatively small town but since it is the biggest town in Siskiyou Co., as well as the
County Seat, it has almost all of the goods and services my family needs without having to drive long distances
outside the area for necessities. I have also been very appreciative of the excellent location--I can be enjoying
entertainment in Ashland, rafting and camping on the Klamath River, hiking in the Marble Mountains or enjoying
the waterfalls in Dunsmuir all within an hour's drive. Finally, there is a quality about Yreka that is hard to describe
but that I think of as being a "real" town. When I come home from traveling outside the area, perhaps to suburbs
of large cities where people are traveling long distances for work or to places that are rich in entertainment and
culture but the cost of living is too high for most people to live there, I am reminded what a blessing it is to live
somewhere with people who are living, working, playing, raising families, going to school, etc. all in one little town.
Pioneering spirit and indigenous fortitude.
Hardiness
Collaboration
History, unpretentiousness, beautiful scenery, do-it-yourself attitude, dog friendly
I love living in the country and Yreka has such a nice small town vibe. I'm in the process of moving to Ft. Jones.
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Yreka and the surrounding area used to be a beautiful area to live, work, and play, and to raise children, thats all
changed, from nothing for kids to do to the dangers they are in just walking around down town to the parks, for
they are all occupied by mentally ill and or homeless that are totally ruining our the tax payers area, we don't need
to spend money on homeless housing, or feeding them, if there are no resources for them, they likely will not stay
here. We need to spend it on our future, the children! What ever happened to the no camping ordinance, as a
matter of fact I know a family whose property and home were threatened by fire, they had to evacuate to Yreka
because they work for a living in Yreka, they were told they had to move there trailer, no camping ordinance,
REALLY? Then another incident in the city of Yreka, a friend of mine wanted to sell there travel trailer, so parked it
in front of my house in Yreka for a couple of days to clean it, the city came by and we were told it could not be
parked on the street, it was there for three days!!!
Peaceful, independent, unpretentious, welcoming, scenic areas and open space, adventurous, resilient
community, resourceful
Outdoor adventures, hunting, fishing, wood cutting, ATV riding, Rodeo/ Ranching
Family friendly
Its feels isolated despite ready access to I5 and larger cities nearby. It is one of the most naturally gorgeous
places I have ever lived. I am a former military wife so that is saying something. A significant sector wants to go
back in time to unlimited mining and logging no matter how detrimental it is to the environment. Many people still
seem to want to solve problems the 'cowboy way' by spending as little as possible and DIY solutions rather than
calling in professionals and spending the money to do things right and in accordance with environmental laws. We
seem to be strongly bimodal in many ways with little or no in between: income, age, politics, education. Income we have a small sector with relatively high incomes and middle incomes and a large sector with low or very low
incomes. Age - we have a large sector of 60+ and a large sector of 20 and under. The smaller sector that is the
most economically productive is the 20-60 bracket. Politics - a growing Democratic and centrist sector and a
shrinking strongly republican sector. The number of people who still believe Trump won and have state of
Jefferson leanings is disturbing. Education - again a small sector of well-educated people and a much larger
sector of lesser educated people. During the last two elections and the pandemic, I personally experienced just
how deep the contempt for educated people is. The pandemic revealed the depth of ignorance in Yreka.
Mining history and location in a beautiful area
Parks: Great parks - Greenhorn, Miner Street, etc. for all to enjoy
Transportation: Interstate 5 runs through the city; we are "on the beaten path" as opposed to other small
communities
Medical Facilities: Excellent hospital facility and clinics for a town our size
Commerce: Serves at a central commercial area for Siskiyou County
Government: Serves as the governmental center for Siskiyou County
Beauty: Lovely setting - surrounded by mountains with easy access to outdoor sports
Small town.
Small population, large conservative base, isolated between two major mountain passes, low population density,
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We are the county seat Surrounded by about a dozen smaller cities so all of them have to come to Yreka to go to
court. Once they discover how Yreka is growing they will come more often for all the amenities now offered and
soon to come. The casino additions, harbor freight, goodwill, new Arby’s and state of the art exterior Xpress car
wash are really going to bring in the shoppers. There will be no more reasons to go to Medford or Reading and
with the price of gas now why would they?
The proximity to outdoor recreation.
Yreka's high desert ecosystem and vicinity:
Offers enjoyable "re-creation" opportunities for people to enjoy nature and stay connected with our earth's limited
resources. Our human family's responsibility is to sustain those resources responsibly and equitably.
Yreka's indigenous Shasta native American presence:
Their enduring culture within Yreka (and Siskiyou and Jackson counties) shows us a different way of living within
and sharing that human responsibility, as opposed to today's paradigm of unevenly monetizing every aspect of
God's creation. The Shasta called Yreka "K'usta", "a place to dance", as we all should together to meet our
stewardship responsibilities. Apply more of Yreka's pertinent history lessons as described in the Shasta Indian
brochure distributed at Greenhorn Park's trail kiosks.
Closeness of community.
Rural environment and associated scenery. Distance from Sacramento/Bay Area and associated liberal/socialist
mindset. There is still a semblance of law and order here. Excellent water quality; the Fall Creek water project
back in the late 1960's was one of the best moves ever made by the Yreka City Council.
Small tight nit community who look out for their neighbors.
Proximity to outdoor activities
Low population density within City limits
The small town feeling, low crime, The weather,
small town atmosphere, weather, surrounding area, Norther California location
It’s History but also opportunities for the future. I have met many hardworking people with visions for preserving
and bringing new activities, venues and amenities to our city.
Small town charm.
Everything
Outdoor opportunities close by
Small tight community. Quality and quantity of environmental work and resources available.
Small, inter mountain community. Diverse ecology/landscapes. Strong agricultural ties and multi generational
agricultural families
Abundant and accessible outdoor recreation opportunities. Rural quality of life.
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Beautiful surroundings, Greenhorn Park, prime location
It’s a unique landscape that many people do not realize exists until they are either leaving or entering California. It
contains so much prehistoric and historic history. It’s in the rain shadow of three mountain ranges and one
volcano. It’s the gateway to the Klamath mountains and the southern cascades. It’s legacy as a mining then
logging and ranching community is evident. I love this area and hope we can make it thrive.
Small town, potential of Miner Street as a destination, outdoor recreation (so many opportunities with in 60
minutes)
The physical/environmental, ecological setting is beautiful. Can walk to so many places. The feeling of community
is present at all times. Would like to see Yreka Transfer accept more plastics, such as all #'s (1&2). Even food
containers as long as the container has been rinsed of all food. Also, that they accept all paper not contaminated
with food. Yreka needs to be more tourist friendly with restaurants, stores, etc. opened on the weekends.
I only travel to Yreka for Wal Mart for shopping. That is what is unique for me.
It’s history, small, the support for one another.
Small town life, great community
Small businesses are great. I love supporting them. There are a few options for fanily fun like the bowling alley, a
few parks, and Bella art works.
Nothing any more ! Unless you count the homeless as a plus … Yreka is not a safe place anymore … the
decision making process has been horrible for the city. For instance… putting the new swimming pool way out on
Foothill! How are kids going to get way out there! Traffic on Foothill at sierra Vista is bad … big blind spot coming
west into Yreka. And then thinking of putting a shelter of some sort right next to the pool … so many other
properties available for each of these …. Bad decisions and no thought … you are creating the perfect storm if
you go forward with these where you are planning.
Yreka's geographic location is exemplary, unique with its physical features and microclimates. The variety of mom
and pop businesses mixed with larger chains and conveniences offers its residents an option of how and where to
spend their money.
Yreka is made unique because it is very generational town - many of its occupants have lived here for 2, 3, or
even 4 or 5 generations, like my own family. We know every nook and cranny of the county, and pride ourselves
in our slower way of life!
Yreka has always been slow to embrace change, and I don't see that pattern changing - most folks here don't
want to change in the way that urban centers want them to.
Yreka is great place to raise your kids. For the most part Yreka is a pretty friendly town.
It’s history
At this time, there isn't much that make Yreka unique. Hoping to see a change of that in the near future.
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Small community buisness
Nothing it is terrible. Maybe the homeless village above the college/park or the needles along the greenway. That
is a unique feature.
Historic gold country. Outdoor recreational opportunities.
Small town with very little fit kids to do. Unfortunately you need to create opportunities.
Yreka used to be quaint and safe. We enjoy a small town where people help one another.
Still a place where you know your neighbors
When I chose Yreka to live in for retirement, it was because of the small-town atmosphere, the fact it is the
County Seat so services are here, and the charm of old town, where people know your name on the street.
Low population. Mountain town with many outdoor activities and views. 400+ acres of City owned park. Climate
has distinct season's vs many other CA state locations.
Beautiful little town, but as with so many other places, drugs seem to be taking over.
Yreka has a rich history supported by many older hard-working individuals, yet ladened by lost (mentally, drugs,
homeless) individuals which sadly devalues the town’s features: gold mining country, the city of 40-thieves, a
sweet quaint historic district (which is blown over by development of south town). Yreka is situated in-between
mountain ranges which allows it to be a safe haven for truckers, and drivers when caught in a storm. Yreka is
close to wonderful outdoor adventures and amazing agriculture: logging, cattle, sheep, horses strong FFA, 4-H.
Yreka is also close to massive and protected waters: Klamath and Shasta River
Small town of the interstate.
Family values, closeness, togetherness. Helping others. Sense of community.
Yreka is unique in its still quaint appeal and beautiful location.
Of this would have been asked 10 years ago it would have been the welcoming clean feel of our what use to be
cute little city
Small town, friendly people, light traffic, Greenhorn Park
Historic buildings, small businesses, small town activities
I like that many people are friendly and helpful if need be.
The community of helpful and caring citizens.
Small town vibes with some modern amenities.
Last major town before Ashland
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Lots of history - gold mining, ranching, native American culture, fishing and hunting, winter sports. Small
community with lots of talented people - artists writers, musicians. Beautiful scenery - mountains, lakes, streams,
lands and varied topography.
small, friendly, rural town
Yreka is turning into a drive thru town where there are no jobs because there is no housing for working people
it is a small city where you can find most things you need
Came here in 2003. Safety! (low crime which is now increasing), clean air, small town (fairly conservative), natural
beauty, friendly people, close to nature
We have a great history, strong family values, strong work ethics, and a lot of outdoor activities
family-oriented, clean, everyone is friendly, lovely parks, close to nature - forest, rivers, fishing, hunting, but still
has modern amenities
relatively traffic free, friendly people
Friendly, helpful, hardworking.
Yreka is a central spot off the highway between large areas like Redding and Medford. It is the place in the winter
that receives an influx in hotel/motel usage (truckers getting stuck in the snow and highway closures, transients
needing help with housing or getting out of the cold). Yreka has a very active historic district and takes pride in its
history of gold mining and rural living style.
Yreka is a "neighbor helping neighbor" community. We look after your house when your on vacation, we are your
power of attorney because you are elderly and have no family. Yreka has a unique "old west" style downtown that
could be capitalized on.
Yreka is known for gold, rebellion, and lynchings according to Wikipedia.
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Visioning Workshop #1
Tuesday, April 12, 2022

The City hosted the first visioning workshop to explore visioning for the City of Yreka in 2044.
The workshop consisted of a presentation of what visioning is and why it is important for the
General Plan update. The workshop concluded with discussion of the participants. The
workshop was attended by 13 participants over two hours. The public participants answered
three questions that are present in the visioning survey:

What values or qualities make Yreka unique?
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•

Historic District – with empty buildings that need to be filled
Rural
Diverse ecosystems – rivers, high desert, and forests
Affordable land in comparison with the rest of the state and even Oregon
Weekend shopping downtown
Shops with essential goods
Center of recreation for skiing in Mt. Shasta or Ashland and hiking opportunities
County seat with governmental resources like the courthouse, sheriff office, state
offices, etc.
Interstate 5 access
Parks, specifically Greenhorn
YMCA has great youth programming, senior classes, athletics
Yreka lacks veterinarians and medical options
The low population can be an issue for businesses trying to maintain
Need more entertainment like live music and more people to attend already running
shows
Proximity to Mount Shasta
We need to adopt the mindset of “Yreka, Why Not?”
Yreka historically goes through a build-bust cycle with economic and societal changes like the
gold rush and logging
Yreka is open and prime for revitalization

What does “rural” and “small town” mean to you?
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

City events for families every eek
Youth focused community
Smaller square foot homes that fit the neighborhood
Sense of community
Uninterrupted viewsheds
Reservation of ranch land
Cleanliness
Safe and secure
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•
•
•

Responsible home owners and renters that take care of how things look
Greenways throughout the city to balance neighborhood development
Not Chico or Walnut Creek

What is your vision for Yreka in 2044?
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

High quality education
More families that work to improve the city
Transit options to and from Oregon and the Medford airport
Make Yreka a destination city with more housing to allow more people to move here
Improved healthcare options
More service organizations to attract “doers” and more volunteerism
Balance of high and low income jobs
Promote prosperity which means supporting the middle class and getting opportunities
for people who are skilled and unskilled
Smaller home and lots – like tiny homes for the homeless population
More kids returning from college. We want to see our youths come back to raise their
families and find good, meaningful work
Recreation for residentials and some tourism, but don’t make tourists the main focus
Growth which means more housing for people in the workforce
Mental health services and designing our communities to help each other in times of
mental crisis
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